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PUBLIUS AELIUS THEIMES  
FROM ULPIA TRAIANA SARMIZEGETUSA*

Cosmin Onofrei1

Abstract: The present study is a focus on Publius Aelius Theimes and the no less than four inscriptions 
uncovered at Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa that bear his name. The arguments follow the similarities and 
differences on the inscriptions that contain this name. The onomastic analysis, the differences found on the 
inscriptions and even the lack of some monuments, today lost, are leading to the assumption that the four 
epigraph cannot point to the same person.
Keywords: inscriptions, Sarmizegetusa, duumvir, cognomen, namesake

No less than four inscriptions originating in the former Roman city Ulpia Traiana 
Sarmizegetusa record a certain P. Aelius Theimes. They provide important information on the 
origin, status and religious preferences of the above individual. Although all four discoveries 
may be roughly ascribed to the same individual, the more detailed analysis of the inscription 
texts raises the question whether all four cases record the same person or, conversely, several 
persons who are namesake.

The first inscription, a votive flagstone2, also sheds light on the names of a series of 
Palmyrene gods3, the Dii Patrii of duumvir P. Aelius Theimes:

Diis(!) Patriis / Malagbel et Bebellaha/mon et Benefal et Mana/vat P(ublius) Ael(ius) Theimes 
IIviral(is) / col(legii) templum fecit solo et / inpendio suo pro se suisq(ue) / omnibus ob pietate 
ipsorum / circa se iussus ab ipsis fecit / et culinam subiunxit.

The inscription text tells that P. Aelius Theimes restored on his own expense the temple 
upon gods urge and his piety (ob pietate ipsorum circa se), for him and all his own4. 

The dedicator’s cognomen is attested at Palmyra5, the anthroponym being a hypocoristic 
form of the theophoric name TYM (m/f ), standing for “servant of”6. The same root is found in 

1	 * This paper is published in the framework of the project „MINERVA – Cooperare pentru cariera de elita in 
cercetarea doctorala si postdoctorala”, cod contract: POSDRU 159/1.5/S/137832, financed by the European Social 
Fund through the Sectorial Operational Program for Human Resources Development 2007 – 2013.

 Institutul de Arheologie şi Istoria Artei Cluj‑Napoca, Academia Română, filiala Cluj (Romania); e-mail: 
cosmin_onofrei@yahoo.com

2	 CIL III, 7954 = IDR III/2, 18.
3	 See, TEXIDOR 1979, 12; SANIE 1981, 176–181, 183–184, 188–191, 196–201; STARCKY/GAWLIKOWSKI 

1985, 86; KAIZER 2002, 108–109; NEMETI 2005, 178.
4	 BETZ 1960, 33–80.
5	 WUTHNOW 1930, 52–53, 175.
6	 STARK 1971, 117; SANIE 1981, 242; DIRVEN 1999, 224.
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several Arabic theophoric names TYMLT-servant of Allah, TYMN’-servant of Nebû etc. Finally, 
Theimes is not merely an anthroponym, but also a place-name and a tribe name -BNY TYMY 7.

Beside the inscription for the restoration of the temple, the name appears at Sarmizegetusa 
yet in another three cases:

Votive statue8:
Aesc(ulapio) et Hygiae / P(ublius) Ael(ius) Theimes

Tombstone9:
D(is) M(anibus) / [P(ublius)] Ael(ius) Theim[es] / [v]et(eranus) ex |(centurione) co[h(ortis) 

I] / Vindel(icorum) et / IIvir[al(is)] col(oniae) Da[c(icae)] / Sarm[iz(egetusae)] vixit / ann(os) 
LXXXVII[II] / et P(ublius) Ael(ius) Bericio / vixit ann(os) XV--- / et P(ublius) Ael(ius) Zabdibol / 
[vi]x(it) ann(os) XI et / A[el]ia Phame[nis---] / [vixit] an[n(os).

Tombstone10:
D(is) M(anibus) / P(ublio) Ael(io) P(ubli) fil(io) [P]a[p(iria)] Theimeti ve[t(erano)] / et 

IIvirali col(oniae) Sarm(izegetusae) [vix(it) an(nos)] / LXXXVIIII et Aeliae [--------] / vix(it) an(nos) 
LXXI et P(ublius?) [---] / leg(ionis) XX Victric(is) [------] / P(ublius) Ael(ius) Senec(io) gener [---].

On the statue dedicated to the gods of medicine, it is simply engraved P. Aelius Theimes. 
In this case, it is no longer necessary to mention the duumvir title as the dedication is made on 
personal grounds. The CIL assigns the discovery to the same P. Aelius Theimes who rebuilt the 
temple. However, I. Piso originally11, L. Bianchi12 and S. Nemeti more recently13 were cautious 
in ascribing two or several finds to the same individual.

If scholars disagree in what the above discovery is concerned, the other two monuments 
most likely account for two different persons. Such hypothesis may be supported by the impos‑
sibility to have two copies of the same funerary monument and by the fact that the names of 
the other deceased differ from one monument to another. The first find is a funerary altar, in 
whose inscription field may be distinguished names of several persons. The names list starts 
with P. Aelius Theimes, duumvir of colonia Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa and former centurion in 
cohors I Vindelicorum. As the epitaph shows, the veteran lived for 88 years.

The other individuals recorded are much younger, P. Aelius Bericio (likely 15 years of age), 
P. Aelius Zabdibol (11 years old) and Aelia Pham[enis?] whose age could not be restored. Their 
praenomen and nomen gentile are overtaken from emperor Hadrian, while their cognomina is of 
Semitic origin.

The piece was reused in the castle from Sîntamaria Orlea (Hunedoara County). The text 
was for the first time copied by G. Téglás in 1889, examined subsequently by F. Cumont and 
later by I. I. Russu in the Museum of Sarmizegetusa14. 

The second find is most likely a tombstone bearing the name of a veteran and duumvir 
of the city, P. Aelius Theimes, son of Publius, from tribe Papiria, who had apparently lived for 
89 years. The epitaph also records other two persons, whose names could not yet be entirely 
restored: Aelia, who lived for 71 years and Publius (whose age is indiscernible), who served in 
legio XX Victrix. The monument is erected by the care of the son-in-law P. Aelius Senecio.

7	 SANIE 1973, 168.
8	 CIL III, 7896 = IDR III/2, 152.
9	 CIL III, 12587 = IDR III/2, 369.
10	 CIL III, 1472 = IDR III/2, 370.
11	 PISO 1979, 138–141.
12	 BIANCHI 1987, 89.
13	 NEMETI 2004, 646–647, note 23.
14	 IDR III/2, 369.
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Finally, it is worth mentioning that only the first funerary monument (limestone funerary 
altar) has preserved until nowadays, while from the second only the inscription is reproduced. 
The monument was seen and copied by dr. Fodor, communicated to J. Neigebaur and the copy 
rectified by Th. Mommsen15. Since one of the monuments is missing, any detailed analysis of 
the inscriptions for possible restorations is hindered.

Piso considered, though, in a previous study that the second tombstone (IDR III/2, 
370) records P. Aelius Theimes, together with his spouse Aelia and most likely son Publius, the 
monument being placed by the care of the son-in-law P. Aelius Senecio, while the first (IDR 
III/2, 369) refers to the same P. Aelius Theimes, together with his grandchildren Aelius Berecio, 
Aelius Zabdibol and Aelia Phamensis, the names of the spouse and son being added subsequently, 
as their death occurred later. The same individual was a centurion in cohors I Vindelicorum from 
Tibiscum. The auxiliary unit was brought there in the aftermath of the Marcomannic wars, thus 
documenting the municipal career of the Palmyrene in the 3rd century16. 

Nonetheless, the last two inscriptions are clearly different concerning P. Aelius Theimes. 
He is mentioned as veteran in IDR III/2, 369, former centurion in cohors I Vindelicorum and 
duumvir, and in IDR III/2, 370 he is the son of Publius, part of tribe Papiria, veteran and 
duumvir of the city. However, there is no reference to the unit where he served or his military 
rank. The fact that he is from tribe Papiria relates to a great extent to the discharges under 
Trajan and Hadrian, however this may be valid for the father as well. The cognomen Theimes is 
not helpful in clarifying this epigraphic dilemma as the name is frequent among the Palmyrene. 
Moreover, the funerary monuments are of a different function, one having an altar, (IDR III/2 
369), the other seeming to be a flat stone (IDR III/2 370), judging by the way the inscription on 
the second tombstone is reproduced. Thus we deem inprobable that an altar and a flat stone can 
be part of the same monument and less likely to be dedicated to the same person. Unless other 
connection is established between the two monuments, we may discuss of at least two persons 
who are namesake, however not necessarily contemporary. It is not often that persons who 
are namesake embrace municipal careers in the same city, however, when pondering existent 
similarities and differences between above mentioned monuments, we may argue in favour of 
several homonyms.
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