IN MEMORIAM

ALEXANDRU SZENTMIKLOSI
(1971-2019)

Alexandru Szentmiklosi was one of those people who, in spite of a short life, managed
to leave their mark on the life of many contemporaries in such a way that their memory will
remain alive forever. Our first encounter was in 1987, when he was still a high school pupil
and I was a student of the “Babes-Bolyai” University of Cluj-Napoca, during an archaeological
campaign directed by our mentor, the late Florin Medelet (Fig. 1). Our long-lasting friend-
ship (Fig. 2) leads me to commemorate his personality and achievements one year after his
untimely death. This task is made even more difficult by the emotional and intellectual legacy
of Alexandru “Sonea” Szentmiklosi, which would be difficult to match.

Alexandru Szentmiklosi was born on 27 September 1971 at Timisoara. He grew up in
the city on the Bega, and in 1991-1996 was a student of the Faculty of Letters, Philosophy and
History of the West University of Timisoara, specializing in History and English. These studies
allowed him to choose the field of investigations which he pursued during his scientific career.
After a short period in which he became interested in the Migrations Age of the first millennium
AD, his attention turned for good to the Bronze Age archaeology.

After graduation, Alexandru Szentmiklosi studied underwater archaeology at Padova
(Italy), and then was granted two DAAD scholarships by the Julius Maximilians Universitit
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Wiirzburg (2003) and Freie Universitit Berlin (2007) respectively, during the doctoral studies.
The doctoral studies were finalized in 2009 at the “1 Decembrie 1919” University of Alba Iulia
with the dissertation Asezdrile culturii Cruceni-Belegis in Banatul roménesc [The settlements of
the Cruceni-Belegis culture in the Romanian Banat]. 1 had the pleasure to assist at his examina-
tion, noting a series of innovative ideas regarding the European Bronze Age which he proposed.
Unfortunately, the dissertation remains unpublished, but it is my hope that it will be published
in the near future.

In 1996, shortly after graduation, Alexandru Szentmiklosi was hired by the Museum of
Banat in Timisoara, where he followed the entire museological “cursus honorum” (from debutant
museologist-archaeologist to museologist grade IA) during the next decade or so; from 2009
he preferred to continue the scientific activity as a researcher. From 2007 onward, he also took
over some administrative duties as head of the Archaeological Department of the Museum of
Timisoara.

As a museologist, he organized, sometimes in collaboration with others, several perma-
nent or temporary exhibitions at national or international level, for example: Eclipsa de Soare
[7he Solar Eclipse] (1999, the Museum of Banat in Timisoara, together with Daniela Micu, who
will later became Daniela Szentmiklosi), Arta prelucririi bronzului in Banat, in a 1I-a jumdtate
a mileniului II a. Chr. [The art of bronze manufacturing in Banat during the second half of the 2
millennium BC] (2004, international itinerant exhibition) or Heinrich Schliemann — descoperi-
torul Troiei [ Heinrich Schliemann — the discoverer of Troy] (2017, international exhibition in col-
laboration with the Museum fiir Vor- und Friihgeschichte Berlin), which were extremely popular
among the general public (Fig. 3). Some of these exhibitions were accompanied by substantial
catalogues including not only the exhibited artefacts but also well-documented specialist studies.

Probably the most consistent and visible scientific activity carried out by Alexandru
Szentmiklosi is related to the field archaeology. Nevertheless, the emblematic site which will be
forever connected to the name of Alexandru Szentmiklosi is Cornesti — larcuri (Timis County)
(Fig. 4-5). This is a Bronze Age settlement, fortified with a series of concentric earthen walls
having complex palisades and ditches; taking into consideration the size of the enclosed forti-
fied area, it is probably the largest European settlement of the period in question (over 1700
ha). The investigations started in 2007 and included not only excavations (which solved a series
of problems regarding the chronology, the construction system of the fortifications and other
structures etc.), but also interdisciplinary approaches (aerial photography, geophysics etc). All of
these revealed the historical importance and size of the site, which attracted the interest of the
international scientific community. Moreover, these complex investigations were possible due to
the ability of Alexandru Szentmiklosi to attract research funds by initiating a series of national
and international scientific projects, in spite of various obstacles set up by petty-minded people
(whose memory will fade into oblivion). Over time, the research team at Cornesti included
specialists from the Johann Wolfgang Goethe Universitit Frankfurt am Main (Germany) and
the University of Exeter (UK). The importance of the settlement at Cornesti — larcuri in the
European archaeology and history led to the work on a proposal to include the site in the
UNESCO World Heritage List, and also on a project aiming to open a site museum. Two years
ago, during a meeting at Ghiroda, Sonea was thrilled to show me the planned layout of the
building including the exhibition area, the conference hall, the archaeological base, the labora-
tory for primary conservation etc. Unfortunately, he didn’t live to see this happening, but when
the project will be finalized, we will all know that some of his soul is still there.

Nevertheless, his research at Cornesti was not the only one carried out. As a scientific
leader or a team member, Alexandru Szentmiklosi participated in numerous other archaeo-
logical projects in Romania, for example at Pecica, Arad County (an international collaboration
of the University of Michigan, the Museum of Banat in Timisoara and the Museum of Arad),
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Foeni, or Uivar, as well as abroad, for example at Aurisinia-Grotta dell Edera, Italy (1996, an
international project coordinated by the Universita Ca® Foscari and the Berkeley University),
Laghetto del Frassine, Mantova, Italy (1997, underwater archaeological investigations organized
by Metamauco Sub, Padova) and Bartholomiberg, Gafluna Tal, Austria (2003, an archaco-
logical project coordinated by the Johann Wolfgang Goethe Universitit, Frankfurt am Main).
He also coordinated numerous preventive archaeological excavations which were carried out
in Timisoara and the surrounding areas (Fig. 6). Among them, it is worth mentioning the
unearthing of the Austrian age dam found in the area of the Piata 700 in Timisoara (Fig. 7-9),
which remains an example of professionalism in investigating and preserving this kind of
archacological discoveries, being highly appreciated by the scientific world and the local public.

Regarding its educational activity, Alexandru Szentmiklosi was an associated lecturer
at the West University of Timisoara in 1997-1999 and 2009-2014, teaching the seminaries
for Preistorie [Prebistory] and Bazele Arbeologiei [Archaeology Basics] courses and the specialist
courses Metode i tehnici de Sapituri [Methods and Techniques of Excavation), Arheometalurgie
[Archacometallurgy] and Muzeologie [Museology], the latter being part of the Master degree in
Interdisciplinary Archaeology. Many of his students also completed their archaeological training
on the excavations which he coordinated, and especially at Cornesti.

Alexandru Szentmiklosi left behind an impressive list of works, in spite of his premature
departing (see below). He participated in, and contributed to, the organization of numerous
national and international conferences, authored or edited volumes and exhibition catalogues,
and published around 50 research studies and notes. Aside from that, he gave several interviews
at radio and television, and published numerous press articles which together contributed to the
familiarization of the general public with the archaeology and history of Banat.

Unfortunately, he departed way too soon, before fulfilling many of his dreams! Still,
Alexandru “Sonea” Szentmiklosi had the privilege to be an archaeologist, and those who dedi-
cate their life to this passion (for many being a way of life) know very well that those who bring
to life the past, recovering its colours and spirit, are also becoming in a way immortals. Their
memory is preserved in works born out of their inquisitive minds, in collections and exhibitions
preserved between cold museum walls, but mostly in the souls of those who knew them, who
kept them close and appreciated their life, and who also aim to continue bringing to life the
deeds of past worlds.

SIT TIBI TERRA LEVIS!

Aurel Rustoiu
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ALEXANDRU SZENTMIKLOSI - SCIENTIFIC CORPUS (SELECTIVE)

Books

— Szentmiklosi Al., Drasovean Fl., Arta prelucririi bronzului in Banat, Ed. Solness, Timisoara,
2004.

— Drasovean Fl., Benea D., Mare M., Muntean M., Tanase D., Crangus M., Chiu Fl., Micle D.,
Regep-Vlascici S., Szentmiklosi Al., Stefinescu A., Timoc C., Sdpdturile arheologice preventive
de la Dumbrivita (jud. Timis). DNG — varianta ocolitoare Timisoara, km. 549+076 — DN 69, km.
6+430, Ed. Waldpress, Timisoara, 2004.

— Dragovean Fl., Fenesan C., Flutur Al., Szentmiklosi Al., El Susi G., Kopeczny Zs., Kiss H.,
Septilici S., Dinu N., Timisoara in amurgul Evului Medin. Rezultatele cercetirilor arbeologice
preventive din centrul istoric, Ed. Mirton, Timisoara, 2007.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Dietrich O., Dietrich L., Heeb B. (Eds.), Aes Aeterna. In Honorem Tudor
Soroceanu (Analele Banatului, XV1I), Timisoara, 2009.

— Heeb B. S., Szentmiklosi Al., Krause R., Wemhoff M. (Eds.), Fortifications: 7he Rise And
Fall Of Defended Sites In Late Bronze And Early Iron Age Of South-East Europe, International
Conference in Timisoara, Romania, from November 11% to 13%, 2015, Staatliche Museen zu
Berlin, Berlin 2017.

Studies and articles

1995

— Szentmiklosi Al., 7he Itinerant Crafisman Beyond the Ethnic. (Some Hypotheses Concerning
the Social Status of the Metallurgic Craftsman in Prebistory), in Arbe. Buletin de studii si cercetdiri
studentegsti de istorie veche, arbeologie si epigrafie, Timisoara, 1995, pp. 18-22.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Celtul de tip transilvinean in Banat, in Buletinul Cercurilor Stiintifice
Studentesti, 1, Alba lulia, 1995, pp. 83-86.

1997
— Szentmiklosi Al., Trei celturi inedite din Banat (Three Unpublished Socketed-Axes from Banat),
in AnaleleBanatului, S.N., V, 1997, pp. 21-25.

1998

— Szentmiklosi Al., Citeva morminte plane de incineratie de la sfirsitul epocii bronzului din
hotarul comunei Voiteni (jud. Timis) (Some flat cremation graves from the end of Bronze Age
unearthed within the Voiteni commune boundaries, Timis County), in AnaleleBanatului, SN., V1,

1998, pp. 197-207.

2000

— Szentmiklosi Al., Un inel de timpli din aur de la Foeni (sec. XI-XII) (A Golden “S™-Shaped
Earring from Foeni, Timis County, XIth-XIIth centuries), in Analele Banatului, SN., VII-VIII,
1999-2000 (2000), pp. 577—787.

2001
— Medelet Fl., Rogozea P, Szentmiklosi Al., Sur la localisation du soi-disant “dépot de bronzes de
Sandra” (com. Biled, dép. de Timis), in Thraco-Dacica, XX, 2001.
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2002

— Szentmiklosi Al., Un topor eneolitic de cupru gisit la Semlac (jud. Arad) (Une hache énéo-
lithique en cuivre découvert i Semlac, dép. de Arad), in Analele Banatului, S.N., IX, 2001 (2002),
pp- 95-107.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Septilici R M., A Second Flange-hilted Cutting Sword from Mognita Veche (O
a doua spadi din bronz de la Mognita Veche, judetul Timis), in Analele Banatului, S.N., IX, 2001
(2002), pp.109-122.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Uzelac J., Cedica V., “Dubovac — o necropoli preistorici din Banat’-Expozitie
internationald itinerantd, in Analele Banatului, S.N., IX, 2001 (2002), pp. 761-763.

2003
— Szentmiklosi Al., An Eneolithic Copper Axe from Semlac (Arad County), in Apulum, 40, 2003,
pp. 59-71.

2004

— Szentmiklosi Al., Cimpurile de urne funerare din Banat. Cronica expozitiei pemanente, in
Analele Banatului, S.N., X-XI, 2003-2004 (2004), pp. 555-568.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Un mormant de incineratie apartinind culturii Cruceni-Belegis descoperit la
Sag (jud. Timis) (A Cremation Grave Belonging to Cruceni-Belegis Culture Discovered at Sag (Timis
County), in Analele Banatului, S.N., X-XI, 2003-2004 (2004), pp. 81-92.

2005

— Szentmiklosi Al., Materials belonging to the Culture Cruceni-Belegis discovered in the Boundaries
of the Locality of Dragsina (Timis County), in Banatica, 17, 2005, pp. 75-88.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Timoc C., Die ersten archiologische Ausgrabungen von Foeni, Ort ,Seliste”, in
Banatica, 17, 2005, pp. 59-73.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Arta prelucririi bronzului in Banat (mileniul al 1I-lea in.Chr.). Expozitie
internagionald itinerantd, in Analele Banatului, S.N., XI1I-XIII, 2004-2005, pp. 611-614.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Cercetirile arheologice de salvare de la Deta-Dudirie. Expozitie temporard, in
Analele Banatului, S.N., XII-XIII, 2004-2005, pp. 615-616.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Materiale apartinind culturii Cruceni-Belegis descoperite in hotarul
localititii Dragsina (jud. Timis) (Materials belonging to the Culture Cruceni-Belegis discovered in
the Boundaries of the Locality of Dragsina, Timis County), in Analele Banatului, S.N., XII-XIII,
2004-2005, pp. 111-125.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Cercetirile arheologice de salvare din anul 2005 de la Deta-Dudirie. Raport
preliminar de sapituri (Rescue Archaeological Excavations at Deta-Duddrie. Preliminary Report of
Excavation), in Analele Banatului, S.N., XII-XIII, 2004-2005, pp. 637-656.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Timoc C., Cercetirile arbeologice de la Foeni-Seliste (jud. Timis). Raport
preliminar (Die Archiologische Ausgrabungen von Foeni, Ort Seliste), in Analele Banatului, S.N.,
XI1-XIIL, 20042005, pp. 657-673.

— O’Shea M.]., Barker W.AL, Sherwood S., Szentmiklosi Al., New Archaceological Investigations
at Pecica-Sangul Mare (Noi cercetiri areheologice la Pecica-Sangul Mare), in Analele Banatului,
$.N., XII-XIII,2004-2005, pp. 81-109.

2006

— Szentmiklosi Al., 7he Relations of the Cruceni-Belegis Culture with Zuto Brdo-Girla Mare
Culture, in Analele Banatului, SN., XIV/1, 20006, pp. 229-269.

— O’Shea M.]., Barker W. Al., Nicodemus A., Sherwood S., Szentmiklosi Al., Archacological
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investigations at Pecica-“Sangul Mare”: the 2006 Campaign, in Analele Banatului, SN., XIV/1,
2006, pp. 211-227.

2008

—Timoc C., Szentmiklosi Al., Citeva date despre ceramica descoperiti la Foeni-Seliste (jud.
Timis) (Ceramics from Foeni-Seliste), in Analele Banatului, S.N., XVI, 2008, pp. 101-134.

— Heeb S. B., Szentmiklosi Al., Wiecken J.M., Zu den Wallringen von Cornesti-larcuri, Jud.
Timis, Rumdnien — Forschungsgeschichte und neueste Untersuchungen, in Praebistorische Zeitschrift,

83/2, 2008, pp. 179-188.

2010

— Szentmiklosi Al., Tincu S., Verbicioara Discoveries in Hunedoara, in Analele Banatului, S.N.,
XVIIL, 2010, pp. 11-21.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Locuirea de tip Cruceni-Belegis de la Cruceni—Modosi it (jud. Timis).
Sondajele arheologice din anii 1997 si 1999 (The settlement of type Cruceni-Belegis from Cruceni—
Modosi ut, Timis county. Archaeological excavations from 1997 and 1999), in Banatica, 20/1,
2010, pp. 293-306.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Consideratii privind terminologia utilizati in definirea culturii Cruceni-
Belegis (Considerations concerning terminology used for defining the Cruceni-Belegis Culture), in
Banatica, 20/1, 2010, pp. 67-127.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Tincu S., Descoperiri de tip Verbicioara in hotarul orasului Hunedoara
(Verbicioara Typ Funde an der Grenze der Stadt Hunedoara), in Corviniana. Acta Musei Corvinensis,
X111, 2010, pp. 103-117.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Archiologische Bezugspunkte zu Temeswar, in Temeswar/ Timisoara-Klein Wien

ander Bega. Katalog zur gleichnamigen Ausstellung im der Donauschwabischen Zentralmuseum 19.
Marz bis 24. Mai 2010 (Hrsg. M. Rill, D.L. Ciobotaru), Ulm, 2010.

2011

—O’Shea M. J., Barker W. Al., Motta L., Szentmiklosi Al., Archaeological Investigations at Pecica
Sangul Mare” 2006-2009 (Cercetiri arheologice la Pecica ,Santul Mare” 2006—2009), in Analele
Banatului, XIX, 2011, pp. 67-78.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Balirie A., Kopeczny Zs., Descoperirile arheologice de la sfirsitul sec. XIX
din hotarul localititii Gaj, Serbia (Archiologische Funde an der Grenze der Ortschaft Gaj, Serbien.
Almdsy — Sammlung), in Analele Banatului, XIX, 2011, pp. 85-108.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Heeb S.B., Heeb J., Harding A., Krause R., Becker H., Cornesti-larcuri — a
Bronze Age town in the Romanian Banat?, in Antiquity, 85, 329, 2011, pp. 819-838.

—Heeb S.B., Krause R., Szentmiklosi Al., larcuri — die grosste prihistorische Befestigung Europas,
in Archiologie in Deutschland, 4, 2011, pp. 56-59.

2012

— Heeb S.B., Szentmiklosi Al., Harding A., Krause R., Die spitebronzezeitliche Befestigungs
anlage Cornesti-Iarcuri im ruméinischen Banat—Ein kurzer Forschungsbericht der Jahre 2010 und
2011, in Acta Praehistorica et Archaeologica, 44, 2012, pp. 47-58.

— Szentmiklosi Al., Bilarie A., Contributii la cunoasterea evolugiei orasului Timisoara la sfarsitul
Evului Mediu. Cercetirile arbeologice preventive din suburbia Palanca Mare (Contribution to the
Knowledge of the Evolution of the Town of Timisoara at the End of the Middle Ages. Archaeological
Preventive 1), in Analele Banatului, XX, 2012, pp. 205-219.
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2013

— Woidich M., Szentmiklosi Al., Uivar and its significance for the beginning of the Early Bronze
Age in the Romanian Banat, in Transition to the Bronze Age. ]nterregz'ona/ Interaction and Socio-
Cultural Change in the Third Millennium BC Carpathian Basin and Neighbouring Regions (Eds.
Volker Heyd, Gabriella Kulcsdr, Vajk Szeverényi), Archaeolingua, Budapest, 2013, 233-244.
—Szentmiklosi Al., Observations on the Construction System of the 18" Century Bastion Fortification
in Timisoara, in Transilvanian Review, XXII, 4, 2013, 211-223.

2014

— Mare M., Szentmiklosi Al, Balarie A., Rescue Excavation in the site “Timisoara —Square 700’
City Business Centre, building D, in Banatica, 24, 2014, 179-208;

—Heeb S.B., Jahn Ch., Szentmiklosi Al., Geschlossene Gesellschaft? — Zur Gestallung und
Bedeutung bronzezeitlicher Festungstore, in Acta Praehistorica et Archaeologica, 46, 2014, 67-103;
— Szentmiklosi Al., International exhibition “The Vikings”, Berlin, 10.09.2014 — 04.01.2015, in
Analele Banatului, XXII, 2014, 529-533.

2015

— Heeb B., Szentmiklosi Al., Krause R., Cornesti-larcuri — Ergebnisse der archiologischen
Untersuchungen 2007 bis 2014 an der grofSten pribistorischen Befestigung Furopas, in Mitteilungen
der Berliner Gesellschaft fiir Anthropologie, Ethnologie und Urgeschichte, Bd. 36, 2015, pp. 57-68.
— Szentmiklosi Al., Primele mentiondiri cartografice ale fortificatiei de epoca bronzului de la
Cornesti-larcuri, jud. Timis. First Map-Drawing Mentions of the Bronze Age Fortification from
Cornesti-larcuri, Timis County, in Istros, XXI, 2015, 31-55.

2016

— Szentmiklosi Al., A legnagyobb bronzkori erdditmény Eurdpdban — Mezdzsaddinyi drkolatok, in
Reéqi(j)ovildg, XI1, 2016, 7-9.

— Hamat A.C, Szentmiklosi Al., Bilirie A., Obiecte folosite pentru iluminat descoperite in timpul
cercetdrilor preventive din centrul Timisoarei, in Banatica, 26, 2016, 413—431.

— Bilarie A., Szentmiklosi Al., Descoperirile arheologice de tip Vatina din Incinta Il de la Cornegti-
larcuri (jud. Timis). Raport preliminar. (Archaeological findings of Vatina type in the precinct II at
Cornesti-larcuri, Timis county. A preliminary report), in Banatica, 26/1, 2016, 257-271.

2017

— Ardelean A.C., Bilarie A., Szentmiklosi Al., /nvestigatii magnetometrice realizate in hotarul
localititii Cornesti, jud. Timis (campania 2017) (Magnetic prospection on the boundaries of Cornesti
village, Timis county (results of a 2017 field survey), in Banatica, 27,2017, 301-310.

2018
— Lemphul R., Georgescu A., Heeb B., Szentmiklosi Al., Balirie A., Teinz K., Krause R,
Wembhoft M., Hiuser, Gruben und ein >>Lausitzer<< Gefiss- Ergebnisse der Feldforschungen 2016

und 2017 an der spitbronzezeitlichen Siedlung Cornesti-larcuri im ruminischen Banat, in Acta
Praehistorica et Archaeologica, 50, Berlin, 2018, p. 31-43.
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Fig. 1. Participants at the symposium of Banat archaeologists organized by Florin Medelet in 1994. Some
of the emblematic archaeologists of the Banat, which can be seen in this image, have also departed: Marian
Guma, Dumitru Teicu, I. T. Dragomir. Alexandru Szentmiklosi (first on the left, lower row) was a student in
Timisoara. In 2016, he reignited the tradition of these symposia which were once organized by our mentor.

Fig. 2. A meeting in Clyj in 2017.
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Fig. 3. Alexandru Szentmiklosi speaking at the opening of the exhibition
Heinrich Schliemann — descoperitorul Troiei (2017).
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Fig. 4. On the archaeological excavation at Cornesti (2015).
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Fig. 5. Coordinating the investigations at Cornesti (2015).
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Fig. 6. Digging an archaeological context during the preventive archaeological
excavations along the Timisoara-Arad motorway (2010).

Fig. 7. Documenting the dam’s excavations (2014).
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Fig. 8. The archaeological investigation of the Austrain age dam in the area of Piata 700 in Timisoara.
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Fig. 9. Alexandru Szentmiklosi during the investigation of the dam (2013).
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