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Juraj Kucharik (ed.), Rimania a Slovensko — Romans and Slovakia. Exhibition catalogue.
Authors: Igor Bazovsky, Christidn Elschek, Marek Gere, Katarina Harmadyova, Juraj
Kucharik, Ludovit Mathédesz, Margaréta Musilov4, Jdn Rajtér, Jaroslava Schmidtovi,
Boris Stoklas, Vladimir Turé¢an, Vladimir Varsik. Slovenské ndrodné mizeum — Historické
museum. Bratislava 2021, 336 p. ISBN 978-80-8060-513-1.

This bilingual (Slovak — English) book is a substantial catalogue of a temporary exhi-
bition presenting the rich archaeological evidence of the Roman presence on the territory of
modern Slovakia. The exhibition was organized in the recently renovated Castle of Bratislava
and our research team managed to visit it right before opening'. Its format was unconven-
tional but appealing for both specialists and the public, using various means of communica-
tion. As stated in the foreword authored by Peter Barta, the director of the History Museum,
which is part of the National Museum of Slovakia, the exhibition was opened “in a year that
is exceptional for Slovakia. The fortification system to protect the Roman Empire’s Danube
border, the Limes Romanus, is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site” (p. 7). The Roman
forts from Slovakia which are included on this list are located at Gerulata, to the south of the
Danube on the Pannonian Limes, and at 1za, which was a bridgehead to the north of the river,
opposite the fort at Brigetio, built during the Marcomannic Wars. Both the exhibition and
the accompanying catalogue were produced by a large team consisting of specialists from the
Slovak National Museum, the Institute of Archaeology of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, the
Bratislava City Museum, the Bratislava Municipal Monument Preservation Institute, and the
Danube Region Museum.

The catalogue opens with a study authored by Juraj Kucharik, who is also the editor,
titled Slovakia in the neighbourhood of the Roman Empire (p. 9-23). Its main scope is to present
a synthesis of the history of interactions between the Romans and the populations (Celts and
Germans) from the region of the Slovakian Danube from the late Republican period (1 century
BC) to the abandonment of the province of Pannonia in the 5* century AD, based on literary and
archaeological evidence. From this study, it is already clear that the territory northward the middle
Danube functioned as a “contact zone” throughout the entire period of Roman presence in this
region, so the archaeology of “Romans in Slovakia” has to be interpreted from this perspective.

In the following chapter, Roman traces on the Acropolis of Bratislava Celtic oppidum (p.
25-38), Margaréta Musilovd discusses the archaeological excavations carried out around the
Castle of Bratislava during the recent renovation works, which covered a wide area and enabled
unprecedented, extensive investigations on the acropolis of the Celtic oppidum. These have led
to several exceptional discoveries. Prior to these interventions, other large-scale investigations
were conducted at the foothill, on the bank of the Danube?, and I was able to visit the site nearly
two decades ago at the invitation of the colleagues from the Institute of Archaeology in Nitra,

Lucia Benedikov4 and Branislav Kovar, and Radoslav Cambal from the National Museum in
! The visit was part of the project called Connectivity in the Iron Age in the Carpathian Basin which is running
in 2020-2023 on the basis of the Agreement and Programme of Scientific Cooperation concluded between the
Romanian Academy and the Slovak Academy of Science. The research team of our institute includes Aurel Rustoiu,
Mariana Egri, Andreea Drigan and Adrian Cisilean.
2 JELINEK ET AL. 2010; KOVAR ET AL. 2014 etc.
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Bratislava. The archaeological excavations on the acropolis have led to the discovery of structures
built in the “Roman style”: residential stone buildings having opus signinum floors and painted
walls, baths and floor heating systems, a storage building containing numerous amphorae etc.
These constructions, dated to 50/40 — 30/20 BC, indicate the Roman presence in the Celtic
oppidum at Bratislava (which controlled an important crossroad of the middle Danube waterway
and the Amber Route that linked the Baltic with the Adriatic through the major trading and
manufacturing centre at Aquileia), as well as the inclusion of the local elites in the Roman sphere
of influence. These “Roman style” constructions were often built by the Roman army for the
client kings in “Barbaricum”, as a kind of stipend offered in exchange for their collaboration in
controlling the frontier, this being a common strategy of the Roman Empire’. Similar examples
of this policy are also presented in other chapters of this volume.

The following chapter presents the Roman fort at Gerulata (Jaroslava Schmidtova
and Ludovit Mathédesz, Roman military castellum of Gerulata, p. 39-49), while Katarina
Harmadyovd discusses the Roman finds from another Celtic oppidum located at Devin (Devin
in Roman times, p. 51-61). The latter occupied a hilltop located at the confluence of the Morava
with the Danube, at about 10 km downstream from Carnuntum, and experienced an earlier
Roman presence during the late Augustan period and the reign of Tiberius. The archacological
excavations unearthed a Roman tower probably dated to the beginning of the 1% century AD,
as well as “Roman style” constructions which, like at Bratislava, could be ascribed to the local
“Barbarian” elites of the early imperial period.

Jén Rajtdr authored two chapters, one about 7he Marcomanic wars (p. 63-71) and
another about the Roman castellum in IZa (p. 73-81). The Marcomannic wars left numerous
traces in this region, as attested by, among other things, the marching camps recently identified
through aerial photography and LiDAR surveys, some of them being also investigated through
geophysical surveys. Their identification and mapping enabled the studying of the advancing
lines of the Roman troops in campaign.

While during the late Republic the territory northward the middle Danube was occu-
pied by Celtic communities, soon after the beginning of the 1* century AD these were replaced
by Germanic tribes, of which the Quadi and the Marcomanni are better known. Their history
and archaeology is presented in the chapter Germanic neighbours, authored by Igor Bazovsky (p.
83-91). The study includes recent finds concerning their settlements, cemeteries, hoards etc.

In the chapter titled Roman residences for Germanic nobles (p. 93-109), Vladimir Varsik
provides a detailed analysis of some of the already mentioned constructions in the “Roman
style”. He notes that these later aristocratic residences, discovered at Stupava, Bratislava-Devin,
Cifer-Péc etc, belong to two distinct chronological phases. The first phase corresponds to the
period after the Marcomannic Wars, being dated to the 2" — 3™ centuries AD, while the second
phase can be dated to the 4™ century AD. More details are included in the following chapter in
which Vladimir Turéan discusses the Ancient residence and farmyard in Stupava (p. 111-121).

The numerous monetary discoveries from the region in question could not be ignored
for this exhibition and a chapter on this topic, Zestimonies in coins (p. 123-135), is authored by
Boris Stoklas.

Lastly, the final chapter of the section of this catalogue which is dedicated to the spe-
cialist studies, An overview of research of Roman times in Slovakia in the past and presentation of
Roman Cultural Heritage (p. 137-145), authored by Juraj Kucharik, offers an historiographic
perspective on the interest in Roman antiquities starting from the late Medieval period, when
Roman ruins were used as quarries®, to the rediscovery of Antiquity during the Renaissance and

> See further on this topic EGRI 2019; EGRI 2017.

*  'The use of Roman ruins as sources of building materials during the Medieval period is commonly encountered
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then to the modern studies of the Roman past. The chapter also includes the antiquities whose
historical and cultural biography was transformed through their reuse during later periods. One
example is a cult chalice of the 16™ century, once brought over from the Catholic Cathedral
of Alba Iulia in Transylvania and now preserved in the collections of the Catholic Cathedral
of Nitra, which was decorated with Roman Imperial and Byzantine gold coins and also with a
Dacian Koson-type coin’.

The specialists’ studies are followed by the proper catalogue which groups the exhibited
pieces based on specific themes: Slovakia in the neighbourhood of the Roman Empire (p. 150—
157); Life in Pannonia (p. 158-207); Devin in Roman times (p. 208-209; Germanic neighbours
(p. 210-299); Epilogue at the border (p. 300-316).

The volume also includes a large bibliographic list (p. 318-327), information about the
authors (328-329) and technical information about the exhibition (participating museums,
organizers etc; p. 330).

The volume benefited from excellent typographic conditions, including a rich colour
illustration of good quality.

The volume represents a useful introduction to the archaeological evidence of the
Roman presence in a contact zone located beyond the borders of the Empire. At the same time,
it offers a better understanding of the evolution of the interactions between the Romans and
the “Barbarian” populations living northward the middle Danube over more than five centuries.

Aurel Rustoiu
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