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THE EVOLUTION OF THE CIVILIAN SETTLEMENT  
AT POROLISSUM IN THE LIGHT OF THE NEW RESEARCH*

C. H. Opreanu1, V.-A. Lăzărescu2

Abstract: The authors are dealing with the problem raised by the chronology of the civilian settlement 
in the site at Porolissum as well as with the presence and chronology of some of the troops garrisoned 
here. The site at Porolissum is well-known as one of the most important military garrison of Roman 
Dacia, a true key-point in the defence of the north-western limes of the province, but unfortunately the 
inner topography and chronology of the civilian habitation is still extremely little known. While investi-
gating a monumental structure (coded MSP – 001) in order to check the stratigraphic sequence between the 
numerous anomalies revealed by the geophysical survey, we identified several construction phases inside the 
Roman town. Different approaches were made to better understand this situation, ranging from the corre-
lation of all the previously known information about the stone construction phases inside the area of the 
town, to the analysis of the epigraphic evidence concerning the troops that took part in the construction of 
these structures. As revealed in this paper, Cohors I Ulpia Brittonum milliaria pia fidelis torquata civium 
Romanorum was one of the main troops that actively participated to the construction of the first stone 
phase at Porolissum as well as in other sites positioned in the North-Western part of the Roman province, 
during the first half of the 2nd century AD. Taking into consideration the epigraphic and archaeological 
information concerning the first construction phases of the site at Porolissum, it was possible to propose a 
scenario in which the initial core of the civilian habitation developed in time out of the military vicus that 
was positioned on the plateau situated south-east of the big fort on the Pomăt Hill, while the habitation 
along the Roman road which headed towards the so-called “customs house” developed much later as attested 
by most of the inscriptions and excavations performed in this area.
Keywords: tile-stamps, cohors I Brittonum, Roman town, Porolissum, stone buildings

The site at Porolissum is well-known in the archaeological literature as one of the most 
important military garrison of Roman Dacia3, a true key-point in the defence of the North-
Western limes of the province. Nevertheless, the inscriptions are also mentioning the existence 
of a certain municipium Septimium Porolissense4 and even though the archaeological research of 
this site revealed numerous important structures, the whole inner topography and chronology 
of the civilian habitation at Porolissum is still extremely little known.

* 	 This study was supported by a Grant of the Romanian National Authority for Scientific Research, CNCS-
UEFISCDI through the Project No. PN-II-PT-PCCA-2011- 3.1 -0924.

1	 Institute of Archaeology and Art History of Cluj‑Napoca, Romanian Academy Cluj Branch, Str. M. Kogăl‑
niceanu 12–14, 400084, Cluj‑Napoca, Cluj County, RO; e-mail: choprean@yahoo.com.

2	 Institute of Archaeology and Art History of Cluj‑Napoca, Romanian Academy Cluj Branch, Str. M. Kogăl‑
niceanu 12–14, 400084, Cluj‑Napoca, Cluj County, RO; e-mail: lazarescu_vlad@yahoo.com.

3	 OPREANU/LĂZĂRESCU 2015a, 25 – 27.
4	 ARDEVAN 1998, 65 – 67.
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The first information related to the civilian settlement is coming from the area situated 
in the vicinity of the fort at Pomăt Hill, along the road that connected the site with the rest 
of the province. The first archaeological excavations, performed between 1908 and 1914 by 
A. Buday, revealed several buildings on both sides of the Roman road. The following campaigns 
were undertaken between 1939 and 1940 by C. Daicoviciu and L. Ghergariu when other 
few buildings were discovered between the Roman road and porta praetoria, as well as on the 
so-called “sanctuaries terrace” and it was with this occasion when the temple of Liber Pater 
and the “customs house” were identified. The next campaigns were performed by a large team 
directed by M. Macrea and took place between 1958 and 1959. With this occasion, the amphi‑
theatre and one of the thermae were identified in the southern part of the big fort5. After 1980, 
the archaeological excavations were resumed in all the sectors previously mentioned, culmi‑
nating with the exhaustive research and the monographic publication of Jupiter Dolichenus’s 
temple. Based on all these data, the opinion according to which all these structures were part of 
the military vicus connected with the big fort occurred 6.

Between 1999 and 2011, Al. V. Matei and his collaborators developed a series of large-
scale archaeological excavations under the framework of a research program entitled “Forum 
Project” which were mainly based on the results of the first geophysical surveys on the site 
performed in 1997 and 19987. Unfortunately, Al. V. Matei’s researches are still unpublished 
and without a coherent plan of all the structures that he identified, the hypothesis of a forum 
in this area cannot be confirmed. Starting with the year 2011, a new strategy of research was 
proposed for the site at Porolissum focusing mainly on the creation of a local topographic system 
that would encompass all the previously known data. In 2012, we initiated a new research 
project entitled “Seeing the Unseen. Landscape Archaeology on the Northern Frontier of the Roman 
Empire at Porolissum”8 focusing mainly upon large-scale geophysical and topographical surveys 
of the entire archaeological site. Such an integrative approach was highly needed since the old 
geophysical map from 1997 – 1998 was unusable without spatial coordinates, thus as a conse‑
quence the entire area presumed to have been destined for civilian habitation was surveyed 
once more9. The highly spectacular results of the geophysical surveys together with the limited 
archaeological information regarding the chronology, the urban development or quality of life 
at Porolissum determined us to start a new project in 2014, focusing upon the civilian habitation 
in the area of the Roman municipium at Porolissum10.

The first objective of this project was to fully investigate the monumental structure (coded 
MSP – 001) which seemed to overlap the double enclosure that we identified on the geophysical 
survey, thus making it a key-structure for the understanding of the main building sequences 
of the town at Porolissum (Fig. 1). The building is situated in a previously unexplored area and 
was identified by means of geophysical surveys that revealed a relatively well preserved large 
structure (40 × 20 meters). For these reasons, we planned a thorough and exhaustive research 
of this structure having in mind the idea of a future project to restore and to include it on the 
touristic circuit of the site.

In a first stage of our research, we needed to test by means of archaeological excavation 
the accuracy of the data provided by the geophysical survey as well as the stratigraphy and 
relative chronology of this area. As a result, we planned the excavation of a 20 × 2 meters trench, 

5	 GUDEA 1989, 117; TAMBA 2008, 20 – 22.
6	 TAMBA 2008.
7	 SCURTU 1997; SCURTU 2003; TIRPÁK ET ALII 2007.
8	 OPREANU/LĂZĂRESCU 2012.
9	 OPREANU/LĂZĂRESCU/ȘTEFAN 2013; OPREANU/LĂZĂRESCU/ȘTEFAN 2013a; OPREANU/

LĂZĂRESCU 2015.
10	 The project is entitled “Urban Life on the Northern Frontier of the Roman Empire. The Roman Town at 

Porolissum – public monuments and private residences”.
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Fig. 1. Position of the building MSP – 001 as part of the civilian habitation at Porolissum.

positioned perpendicular to the walls of the first room of the structure, right in the point in 
which its outer wall seemed to intersect with the external wall of the double precinct that marks 
an area of approximately 165 × 100 meters in the central part of the Roman town (Fig. 2).

The trench fully confirmed the data provided by the geophysical survey; but the most 
interesting aspect that concerns this paper was a new wall having a different orientation than 
the structure belonging to the upper archaeological levels, undetected by the geophysics and 
identified at a depth of  – 2.3 meters (CXT 24).The wall is worked in good technique and 
composed of big stone blocks stick together with mortar, having a width of 0.90 meters, a fact 
that indicates with a high degree of probability that it is about one of the perimeter walls of a 
massive construction. The first question that we were confronted with was whether similar walls, 
having the same orientation and depth were previously identified during the archaeological 
excavations performed by Al. V. Matei in the area of the so-called “forum”. As no general plan 
of the structures found in his field research exists, we were obliged in a first phase to identify 
in the field the traces of the trenches he excavated and mapping them precisely. Afterwards, we 
managed to successfully correlate these trenches with the older satellite images and orthopho‑
tomaps as well as with the anomalies observed on the geophysical map, obtaining thus a new 
plan of the previous excavations performed in this area of the site. It was therefore possible now 
to geo-reference with satisfactory precision all the partial plans that have been published in 
different excavation reports through the years and overlay them on the geophysical map (Fig. 3, 
the red contours)11.

11	 CCA 2010, no. 34, Jac, com. Creaca, jud. Sălaj [Porolissum]; CCA 2011, no. 29, Jac, com. Creaca, jud. Sălaj 
[Porolissum].
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Fig. 2. Position of the trench destined to test the geophysical data.

Fig. 3. Reconstructed plan of the older excavations in the area of  
the so-called “forum” and the position of the newly excavated trench.
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By comparing the orientation of these walls with the ones recorded by the geophysical survey, 
but also with the ones identified in our excavation, we noticed that all of them follow the same 
orientation, a meaningful aspect for the hypothesis that they are all part of the same constructive 
phase of the site. It is therefore highly probable that they belong to the maximal urban devel‑
opment stage of the site, which was triggered by the granting of the municipal status to Porolissum 
during the reign of Septimius Severus12. The text of Al. V. Matei’s archaeological reports shows that 
in several places, under the walls of the buildings that he considers as being part of the “forum”, 
earlier walls belonging to previously dismantled buildings and having a completely different orien‑
tation were also identified. These walls were oriented on the North-South axis (being transversal to 
the structures from the latest construction phase) and identified at depths higher than  – 2 meters 
and were interpreted by the author of the excavations as belonging to a pre-municipal construction 
phase13. It is highly probable that the wall that we have found, having the same North-South orien‑
tation and discovered at a considerable depth ( – 2.30 meters), to belong to the same earlier stage, 
before Porolissum was awarded the municipal rank.

Fig. 4. Details of the newly discovered wall and of the southern profile.

12	 CIL III 828.
13	 CCA 2002, no. 125, Jac, com. Creaca, jud. Sălaj [Porolissum]; CCA 2005, no. 126, Jac, com. Creaca, 

jud. Sălaj [Porolissum]; CCA 2007, no. 101, Jac, com. Creaca, jud. Sălaj [Porolissum]; CCA 2010, no. 34, Jac, 
com. Creaca, jud. Sălaj [Porolissum].
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We were fortunate enough to discover in the vicinity of this wall, at a depth of  – 2.351 
(▼446.807) meters, in an archaeological context corresponding to the dismantling layer of this 
structure (CXT 23), a fragment of a tile bearing the stamp of cohors I Brittonum.

Fig. 5. Details of the newly discovered wall and of the northern wall of building MSP – 001.

A second similar fragment of a tile-stamp was recovered from the thrown earth coming 
from the same context as the one described above. The certainty that they are coming from the 
same context is given by the fact that both tiles are of the same type, that the stamp is placed in 
the same position (above the concentric decorative circles) and especially the fact that both of 
them seem to be made with the same signaculum, even if there are some minor differences due 
to the way of affixing the signaculum in the tile's soft fabric. This particular type of stamp was 
found in extremely low quantities, only two of them known as coming from the big fort on the 
Pomăt Hill, one stray find for which we do not know the exact find spot and one tile found, 
probably, in the nearby site at Romita14.

An unfortunately lost tile, bearing the stamp COH I BR ∞, is reported to have been 
found at Dierna15 and should probably be put in connection with the realities that occurred in

14	 We would like to thank Prof. Ioan Piso who gathered all the tile-stamps from Porolissum for this information.
15	 IDR III/1, 52.
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0                                                   10 cm
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Fig. 6. Tiles bearing the stamp of Cohors I Brittonum found in 2014.

Fig. 7. Position of the stamped tile in relation to the north-south oriented wall (CXT 24).
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this region before the foundation of the Roman province of Dacia16. Cohors I Ulpia Brittonum 
milliaria pia fidelis torquata civium Romanorum has actively participated in the Dacian Wars 
being mentioned in the military diploma from AD 106 (Dacia)17 and afterwards also in the 
diplomas from AD 109 (Dacia)18, AD 110 (Dacia)19, AD 119 (Dacia Superior)20, AD 128 (Dacia 
Porolissensis)21, AD 129 (Dacia Porolissensis or Britannia?)22, AD 133 (Dacia Porolissensis)23, 
AD 151 (Dacia Porolissensis)24, AD 159 (Dacia Porolissensis)25 and AD 164 (Dacia Porolissensis)26, 
being always listed on the first position among the auxiliary units that were recorded by the 
diplomas. The big fort on the Pomăt Hill is considered to be the main garrison of this unit, 
its construction activity at Porolissum being demonstrated by the discovery in 1943 (in the 
area of the porta principalis sinistra) of a founding inscription dated in AD 129, which marks 
the construction of this gate or of the entire fort in stone by cohors I Ulpia Brittonum27. A 
second inscription comes from porta praetoria and dates from AD 140 or between the years 
AD 140 – 14428. Recently, I. Piso re-discussed this inscription and argues that it should be dated 
also during the reign of emperor Hadrian, possibly in AD 12929.

On these grounds, E. Tóth proposed the existence of a first phase of construction (partially 
in stone) during the reign of Hadrian that would be completely finished in the time of Antoninus 
Pius30. Apart from the archaeological data coming from the old excavations, the existence of two 
different stone phases of the Roman fort Porolissum-Pomăt is clearly proven by the discovery 
of two construction inscriptions, found inside the porta principalis sinistra, the first dated in 
AD 129, while the second one in AD 21331. With this occasion it is worth mentioning also the 
fact that in AD 157, the amphitheatre was rebuilt in stone32.

The archaeological excavations that we have conducted inside the Roman fort between 
2010 and 2014 have led to the exhaustive research of a building situated in the immediate 
vicinity of the porta praetoria and identified as a ballistarium. The chronology of this construction, 
based on the association of the dated finds with their archaeological contexts, showed that this 
structure was built sometime between AD 140 – 16033. If we also take into consideration the fact 
that an early stone construction phase was identified for the principia34, it is then possible to 
argue that during the period Hadrian – Antoninus Pius large scale construction works in stone 
took place at Porolissum.

The resemblance of the stamp type with the earliest one found at Dierna brings certitude 
that it belongs to the first building phase of the stone edifices from Porolissum, even if this has 
taken place only during the rule of Hadrian – Antoninus Pius. The finding of the tile-stamp 

16	 BENEA 1997.
17	 IDR I/1 Dipl D I
18	 GARBSCH 1989; ROXAN 1994, 265 – 267, no. 148.
19	 IDR I/1 Dipl D II
20	 ECK/MACDONALD/PANGERL 2001, no. 1, 33.
21	 CIONGRADI/BOTA/VOIȘIAN 2009, 212.
22	 ECK/MACDONALD/PANGERL 2001, no. 4, 44 – 45.
23	 IDR I/1 Dipl D XI.
24	 ISAC 2001, 59 – 60.
25	 IDR I/1 Dipl D XVII.
26	 IDR I/1 Dipl D XVIII.
27	 TÓTH 1978, 7; 17/4a-b.
28	 TÓTH 1978, 18 – 19/6.
29	 PISO 2013, 162 – 163.
30	 TÓTH 1978, 9.
31	 TÓTH 1978, 20; Taf. V/8.
32	 CIL III 836.
33	 OPREANU/LĂZĂRESCU/ȘTEFAN 2013, 85 – 86.
34	 GUDEA/GYEMANT 1983, 169 – 170; 177 – 178; GUDEA 1997, 24 – 25.
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of cohors I Brittonum in the context of the first stage of the stone buildings from the civilian 
settlement shows that in the same period in the civilian settlement from the plateau situated to 
the South-East from the fort important stone structures were also built. Even if the archaeo‑
logical evidence is still scarce it is possible to suppose that these buildings must have been public 
ones, being built by the military units in the area35.

It is worth remembering that Al. V. Matei is mentioning also a tile-stamp of cohors I 
Ituraeorum at the level of the stone walls from the first phase36. As we do not have an image 
of the tile-stamp we cannot be sure what unit was mentioned but it is certain it was a military 
tile-stamp. A stamp of the cohors I Brittonum of the same type and executed, very probable, 
with the same instrument as the already two items found by us was recently discovered at 
Sutor37, in a stone building from the neighbourhood of the fort, identified by the excavator 
as a bath38. A building with massive stone walls built in the civilian settlement at Porolissum 
by the military units in the garrison could be hypothetically linked in this early period even 
with the headquarters of the procurator of the province Dacia Porolissensis. The tile-stamps of 
cohors I Brittonum from a barrack-block at Bologa, of another type, were dated during Trajan's 
time39. But it is hard to imagine that the unit from Porolissum built in wood and roofed with 
tiles a barrack in another fort, too small to lodge it, before building in its own fort, especially 
since this type of tile-stamps were also recorded at Porolissum40. In consequence, this type of 
tile-stamp must have dated also from Hadrian – Antoninus Pius period when most of the forts 
were provided with stone fortifications and stone buildings roofed with tiles. We know that 
cohors I Brittonum milliaria took part at the works of the stone fortification at Porolissum, in 
the civilian settlement at Porolissum, in the civilian settlement at Sutor as well as in the fort at 
Bologa during the first half of the 2nd century AD. The lack of such tile-stamps of the unit in 
the early stone buildings at Porolissum, as for example the headquarters building, the “customs 
house – milecastle”, the ballistarium building shows the works have been done simultaneously 
and that to these buildings worked other units, mainly cohors III of the 7th legion Gemina41. The 
contemporary presence of these units is proved also by the fact that the only piece of such tile-
stamp of cohors I Brittonum surely found in the fort was discovered together with tile-stamps 
of the 7th legion Gemina42. In our opinion, the assignment of different construction works on 
military units is the main reason for the finding of the tile-stamps of several units in the same 
fort and in the same epoch. Not all of these units were ever garrisoned in the fort from Pomăt 
Hill at the same time. The garrisons, if they really stayed in the fort for a longer period, must be 
recorded also by votive and funerary inscriptions, not only by tile-stamps. In the case of cohors I 

35	 MARCU 2004, 26.
36	 About this unit and its identification in the tile-stamps from Porolissum, see TÓTH 1978, 50 and GUDEA 

1989, 524, pl. CXIX/3, 4; concerning the history of the auxiliary units Ituraeorum and their chronology in Dacia, 
see DABROWA 1986; PETOLESCU 2002, nr. 49; PISO/MARCU 2006 – 2007, 169 deny the presence of this 
troop at Porolissum as they believe that the unit was stationed in the nearby fort at Buciumi during the reign of 
Trajan; ȚENTEA 2012, 53 – 54 summarizes the available data and the conclusion is that it is not sure if at Porolissum 
was identified cohors I Augusta Ituraeorum as Gudea supposed earlier. 

37	 Many thanks to our colleague Dr. Sorin Cociș who gave us permission to study and mention this tile-stamp.
38	 CCA 2007, no. 182, Sutoru, com. Zimbor, jud. Sălaj.
39	 GUDEA 1977, 129.
40	 GUDEA 1997, 100, Abb. 12.
41	 OPREANU 2013; OPREANU 2015.
42	 GUDEA 1989, 163. The author appreciated that the tile-stamp of cohors I Brittonum was reused in the 

3rd century AD only because of its association with the tile-stamps of the 7th legion Gemina about which he believes, 
without direct evidence, that it built the stone fortifications during Caracalla's time. N. Gudea, ignoring with no 
reason the building inscriptions of the cohors I Brittonum published by E. Tóth, considers that at Porolissum only 
two main building phases of the fortification existed, the timber one and the stone one from AD 213, accepting two 
stone phases only at the principia (GUDEA 1997, 22 – 26; 33 – 35).
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Brittonum it is quite obvious it was the first troop stationed in the fort at Porolissum. The inscrip‑
tions prove it remained at least during the 2nd century AD43. Even if it was the unit which built 
the fortifications in stone, it seems it did not work at the inner buildings of the fort, as only one 
or two tile-stamps are known. It is sure it used stamped tiles at representative public buildings it 
built in the civilian settlement from the immediate vicinity of the big fort.

This observation leads to the idea that this building was constructed in a much later stage, 
when the fort's walls and the headquarters building were already finished, probably around 
AD 140 – 150, when we know that also the amphitheatre was rebuilt in stone. Even if the 3rd 
cohort of the 7th legion Gemina worked intensively at the same time to build some other stone 
buildings (as the headquarters or ballistarium), at the milecastle from the customs point and to 
the fort from the Citera Hill, it did not leave any votive or funerary inscriptions, which means 
it did not have its permanent garrison at Porolissum, where it stayed only for a short time as 
long as the construction works for the first stone phase needed, and being at that particular time 
sheltered in a temporary tents' or wooden barracks' fort, still unidentified.

It is plausible that the equal importance of the stone fortifications of the fort at Pomăt 
Hill (including the ballistarium as an essential element for the defence of the fort's northern 
side oriented towards the barbarian territories), the headquarters, the Citera fort, but also a 
public building from the civilian settlement and other elements of the frontier defensive system 
gave rise to this constructive boom at Porolissum, probably as a consequence of a planning 
sanctioned by the emperor. For such an achievement, an important concentration of military 
labour force was obviously necessary. The difficulty of having certitudes for such a possible 
situation at Porolissum during the first half of the 2nd century AD is due to the fact that the 
majority of the tile-stamps have no precise context of discovery, coming mostly from trenches 
and not from well-defined archaeological contexts. That is why there are so many vulnerable 
scenarios concerning the presence at Porolissum of different military units44.

The civilian habitation recorded in front of the porta praetoria of the fort going to the 
Roman “customs house” along both sides of the Roman road, was object to intense archaeo‑
logical research and the conclusion was that it represents the military vicus45. The finding in 
this area of a temple dedicated to Jupiter Dolichenus gave birth to a new hypothesis related 
to the evolution of the civilian habitation at Porolissum. N. Gudea and D. Tamba appreciated 
that in the text of an inscription found inside the temple, besides the mention of municipium 
Porolissum (decurio municipii Porolissensis) it was also recorded a colonia (sacerdotes coloniae supra 
scriptae)46. From here, it was only a step to use as analogy the example of the double town from 
Apulum. From a topographically point of view, N. Gudea's opinion is that the municipium was 
born from the vicus and consequently it has to be found in front of the porta praetoria gate of the 
fort47. Accordingly, the two authors think that the first civilian core at Porolissum has taken shape 
along the Roman road passing through the front of the porta praetoria. Following this scenario, 
on the plateau in front of the south-east side of the fort the colonia was set, organized from the 
beginning as a Roman town and populated by colonization48.

The rejection of this hypothesis happened shortly after it was proposed, by the revising of 
the reading of the above mentioned inscription. I. Piso put the record straight, demonstrating 
that in the 9th row of the inscription one must read coh(ortis) instead of col(oniae), hereby the 

43	 GUDEA 1977, 130 – 131; TÓTH 1978, 37, no. 43 – 45.
44	 GUDEA 1989.
45	 TAMBA 2008.
46	 GUDEA/TAMBA 2001, 25.
47	 GUDEA/TAMBA 2001, 65; 138.
48	 GUDEA/TAMBA 2001, 70; 144. The authors did not tell us when this event has taken place, not recorded 

in the ancient written sources, but it is logical to think that it happened between the emerging of the municipium 
(the rule of Septimius Severus) and the dating of the inscription they found (Gordianus III).
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text getting meaning49. Piso makes out a case that at Porolissum there was only one town, the 
municipium, using as supplementary evidence the inscription from Nedinum which names a 
certain Cocceius Umbrianus dec. augur et pontifex civitatis Paralis(s)ensium provinciae Daciae50. 
The mentioning of an augur and of a pontifex shows that the expression civitas Paralis(s)ensium 
alludes to the municipium51. I. Piso is also considering that the only possible place for the 
municipium would be the plateau positioned south-eastwards from the fort, but he also believes 
that the vicus must have survived, as only one part of it became municipium52.

In our opinion this discussion can be deepened even if in the current state of research it 
is still difficult to advance a peremptory solution. The idea that the core of the initial civilian 
habitation was born along the Roman road which passes in front of the porta praetoria gate 
of the fort does not have any chronological ground supported by the archaeological records, 
nor by the epigraphic evidence. This idea emerged due only to the fact that the first archaeo‑
logical research was performed in this particular area. In no other civilian or religious buildings 
excavated were tile-stamps or inscriptions dating from the first decades of the 2nd century AD 
ever found. The uncovering of the ballistarium building from the vicinity of the porta praetoria 
gate, dated between AD 140/160 – 180/200, limits the possibility of an early civilian habitation 
situated within the Roman artillery range. Even the older excavations ascertained that some 
buildings, as for example OL 6, M1 or M2 situated in front of the northern corner of the fort 
were located over the former fort's defence ditch, which means they belong to a later habitation 
stage53. Our geophysical research from 2012 in the area of the defence ditch from the northern 
side of the fort registered the same superposition situation54.

In return, in Al. V. Matei's excavations from the area of the so-called "forum", that means 
the plateau outside the south-east side of the fort, several archaeological elements belonging to a 
timber phase, as wooden walls and defence ditches were recorded, all situated underneath the first 
stone phase of the buildings we have described before55. The fact that the first stone buildings from 
outside the fort dating doubtless from Hadrian – Antoninus Pius period were built here, shows 
that the timber structures registered under these stone walls are from Trajan – Hadrian time and 
consequently it was right here that the initial core of the civilian habitation was set. Furthermore, 
it is only logical that the civilian settlement and the public buildings, such as the amphitheatre for 
example, should be placed right from the beginning under the lee of the fort and not just in front 
of the porta praetoria gate which was facing the dangerous barbarian enemies living just a few miles 
further and that was used for marching the troops through the battle line.

In conclusion, using the epigraphic and archaeological available data we propose the 
following scenario for the evolution of the civilian habitation at Porolissum:

1. The initial core of the civilian habitation developed in time out of the military vicus that 
was positioned on the plateau situated south-east of the big fort on the Pomăt Hill;

2. It was here that during the first half of the 2nd century AD the first stone public buildings 
(possibly even the headquarters of the procurator of the province Dacia Porolissensis) and the 
amphitheatre as well, having a north-south orientation axis of the walls, were built;

49	 PISO 2001, 228 – 229.
50	 CIL III 2866 = IDRE II 293
51	 PISO 2001, 236.
52	 PISO 2001, 237. That means Piso is thinking that the area occupied by the vicus was larger than that of the 

municipium (?). It is nonsense.
53	 GUDEA/TAMBA 2001, 66.
54	 OPREANU/LĂZĂRESCU/ȘTEFAN 2013.
55	 CCA 2002, no. 125, Jac, com. Creaca, jud. Sălaj [Porolissum]; CCA 2005, no. 126, Jac, com. Creaca, 

jud. Sălaj [Porolissum]; CCA 2007, no. 101, Jac, com. Creaca, jud. Sălaj [Porolissum]; CCA 2010, no. 34, Jac, 
com. Creaca, jud. Sălaj [Porolissum].
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3. The emergence up of the municipium over the former stone buildings during the reign 
of Septimius Severus was done by a total re-planning, including the change of the orientation of 
the streets' network and implicitly of the new buildings;

4. The habitation along the Roman road which headed from here towards the porta praetoria 
gate and further to the “customs house” developed much later (as attested by most of the inscrip‑
tions and excavations performed in this area), but not before the end of the Marcomannic wars, 
when the danger of the barbarian attacks considerably diminished. This area belonged legally to 
the vicus and only later to the municipium, having no evidence to support that at least a part of 
the vicus had survived up to the foundation of the municipium.
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