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With two forts known since many years now, the one from Citera being recently investi‑
gated using LiDAR technology,1 with an amphitheatre archaeologically excavated and recently 
published,2 with one of the best preserved Roman roads in Dacia, with a customs building,3 
with temples, an aqueduct (the only aerial aqueduct known so far in Dacia),4 with the Roman 
city whose location is already known, but whose topography waits to be identified, the city of 
Porolissum seemed not to leave place for other spectacular discoveries. But the archaeology has 
a great advantage: one can never anticipate a future discovery.

In 2013, the local authorities from the Sălaj County have approved a project regarding 
the rehabilitation of the road infrastructure within the area of Porolissum. On this occasion, 
between 15th of June and 31st of August 2013, a team of young archaeologists (Dr. Vlad-Andrei 
Lăzărescu, Dr. Cosmin Onofrei, Dr. Monica Gui, Dr. Dan Deac, Ph.D. candidate Dragoş 
Blaga) working under the supervision of our colleague, Dr. Habil. Coriolan-Horaţiu Opreanu, 
have initiated a preventive archaeological excavation on a surface of circa 3500 m2, in an area 
located very close to the former Roman customs building. The results of this research were 
recently published in a book.

The contribution was published within the series Corpus Limitis Imperii Romani as the 
first monograph (Dacia Porolissensis (I): Porolissum. Porolissum monographs 1), edited by 
C. H. Opreanu. The CLIR project was born under the initiative of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences, which is sustained by the International Academic Union. In May 2011 a project was 
proposed with the main purpose of investigation of the Roman frontiers from all the provinces 
and the publication of these research.

Even if the title of the book refers directly to numismatics, the book overpasses this frame. 
After a short Introduction (p. 17 – 20), the authors provide in chapter 2 (Hadrian’s New Strategy 
to the North of the Danube. The Northern Frontier of Dacia Porolissensis, p. 21 – 27) a general 
description of Dacia during the emperors Trajan and Hadrian, focusing on the role of Porolissum 
within the defensive system of northern Dacia. The authors included a short presentation of the 
Roman fort built on the Pomet Hill, where recently they have identified a ballistarium dated 
during the period Hadrian – Antoninus Pius (Pl. 6 in the book). The reader also founds in this 
chapter interesting data concerning the small fort positioned on the Citera Hill, whose complete 
planimetry was recently precisely established using LiDAR technology (Pl. 7 in the book).

1	 OPREANU ET ALII 2014, 71 – 86.
2	 BAJUSZ 2011.
3	 GUDEA 1996.
4	 MATEI 2005, 293 – 311.
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Starting with the third chapter of the book (Roman-Barbarian Trading Contacts and the 
Emerging of the Interaction Zones, p. 28 – 39) the authors slowly bring the reader closer to the 
main subject of the book, though leaving aside the answer to the question: what did the archae‑
ologists find during their research in 2013? This chapter resumes, in its first part, the main 
historical debates related to the commerce between the Romans and the Barbarians. In the 
second part of the chapter, the authors analyse the concepts of ‘interaction zone’ and ‘contact 
zone’ within the context of the commercial activities between Romans and Barbarians. The 
third part of this chapter presents data about the main archaeological discoveries located in the 
north-western part of Dacia.

In chapter 4 (New Coin Finds Analysis) the authors present all the monetary discoveries 
from their excavation in 2013. Separately, in chapter 7 (Catalogue of Coins, p. 78 – 133), the 
authors have provided the complete catalogue of these coins, summing 129 artefacts.

During the excavations, the location of each artefact was accurately registered. Mapping 
all the discoveries, the authors have identified two areas with high density of discoveries (fig. 4, 
p. 41). Therefore, they provide an accurate map containing the distribution of the artefacts. 
The next step was an attempt of establishing a chronology of the site. After a careful analysis, 
the authors concluded that out of four particular archaeological contexts, coins from two areas 
indicate a first stage of the functioning of the site, and artefacts from another area indicate a 
later extension of the site. By comparing the coins discovered in 2013 with all the other coins 
previously identified in the area, the authors concluded that the ‘Sub Ferice’ site occupies a large 
area, three times larger than the surface excavated in 2013 (fig. 17, p. 51).

An interesting study case is provided by the analysis of a particular coin (no. 129 in 
the catalogue), which is actually a fake aureus. The authors concluded that a clandestine coin 
workshop could have functioned in Porolissum. In the final part of this chapter, the authors 
compared the coins from the ‘Sub Ferice’ with the coins discovered in the area of the customs 
building and of the amphitheatre. Data indicate, in all three cases, a growth of the monetary 
circulation starting with Commodus and continuing with Septimius Severus. 

In the fifth chapter (Porolissum’s Economic Importance in the Light of the New Research, p. 
63 – 71) the authors focused their discussion on the frontier marketplaces, which are recorded in 
the ancient literary sources.

Therefore, our colleagues excavated a marketplace, controlled by the Romans, located 
almost on the Roman frontier, close to the custom building, and close to a watch tower.

Chapter 6 (Numismatic and Historical Comments, p. 72 – 77) provides the final data 
regarding this excavation and the concluding remarks. We learn about one, very important: 
especially after the Marcommanic wars, the Barbarian communities have constantly interacted, 
close to the frontier, with the Romans.

In the seventh chapter (Catalogue of Coins, p. 78 – 130), the authors presented all the 
monetary discoveries, chronologically.

The book and the archaeological excavation of my colleagues essentially contribute to a 
better understanding of the monetary circulation in Porolissum. Only 357 coins were discovered 
here until 1991.5 Adding these new 129 coins discovered in 2013, one can have now a better 
understanding of the role and the importance of this site for the history of Roman Dacia.

Associate professor, Dr. Habil. Florin-Gheorghe Fodorean 
Department of Ancient History and Archaeology 
Faculty of History and Philosophy 
Babeș-Bolyai University Cluj‑Napoca 
Email: fodorean_f@yahoo.com

5	 CHIRILĂ 1991, 153 – 174; GUDEA 1997, 30.
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