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Maciej Karwowski/Peter C. Ramsl (eds.), Boii — Taurisci. Proceedings of the International
Seminar, Oberleis-Klement, June 14"-15", 2012 (Mitteilungen der Prihistorischen
Kommision 85), Wien, Verlag der Osterreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 2016,
272 p. ISBN 978-3-7001-7740-1.

The volume comprises the proceedings of an international seminar organized at Oberleis-
Klement in 14-15 June 2012 on the subject of “Boii-Tauriscii”.

The Boii is one of the “historical” populations of the Late Iron Age which was frequently
mentioned by ancient authors due to their movements across wide areas and their involvement
in various events that marked Roman history. Geographically and historically, they are attested
from Bohemia to northern Italy and from the middle Danube to Gallia, while chronologically
they are mentioned from the 4* century BC until the Romans’ arrival in the middle Danube
region. Lastly, from the ethnic point of view they were identified as “Celts”. Their presence
in very different European areas, according to the works of various ancient authors from the
Mediterranean space, determined the interest of many modern historians in the evolution of
this population. For instance, the proceedings of another international conference dealing with
a similar topic were also published recently: M. Karwowski, V. Sala¢, S. Sievers (eds.), Boier
zwischen Realitit und Fiktion (Kolloquien zur Vor- und Frithgeschichte 21), Bonn 2015.

The mobility of the Boii across wider areas led to the establishing of many cultural
contacts with other communities. Amongst them can be mentioned the Taurisci, a “Celtic”
population from the eastern and south-eastern Alpine zone. This population is mentioned in
association with the Boii in some ancient literary accounts, in connection with certain events
from the Carpathian Basin. This association and the related events provide the basis for both the
topic and title of the seminar and the resulting volume.

Previous studies focusing on the Boii and Taurisci were mostly based on the philo-
logical and historical analysis of ancient written sources. In contrast, the volume edited by
M. Karwowski and p. C. Ramsl proposes an innovative archaeological approach. Thus the anal-
ysis of archaeological evidence, sometimes supported by interdisciplinary methods, reveals a
variety of complex cultural contacts established between the Boii and Taurisci, and also between
these two populations and others from the Carpathian Basin, with whom they interacted at the
end of the Late Iron Age (for example the Scordisci), and ultimately provides a comprehensive
picture of the later connections established with the Romans in the middle Danube region.

As a consequence, the volume represents a very important scientific contribution to this
field due to the relevant topic and the original approach. It goes beyond the philological debates,
bringing into discussion the complex and variable interactions between different populations
from the Carpathian Basin during the Late Iron Age by interpreting and integrating relevant
archaeological data.

As concerning the methodology and practical approach, the volume is not a flat syn-
thesis dealing with the Boii and Taurisci, but a series of inter-connecting studies analysing from
various perspectives several aspects related to their material culture. Furthermore, these analyses
provide support for a series of important historical conclusions. Thus, they bring into discussion
aspects regarding the evolution of the habitat, the role of particular settlements as major centres
of exchange and distribution of “visible” (i.e. material goods) and “invisible” cultural elements
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(ideas, practices, beliefs, technologies etc.), the monetary circulation as an expression of distant
connections, the circulation and specificities of some costume assemblages and bodily orna-
ments, the characteristics of some ceramic forms that define particular means of expressing cul-
tural identities etc. The great majority of the data included in this volume are still unpublished,
while the remaining ones are re-interpreted old data. Some of these studies are also accompanied
by efficient interdisciplinary analyses.

The volume consists of 14 studies divided into four thematic sections.

The first section, entitled “Taurisci”, contains four studies focusing on funerary practices,
habitat development, and other elements (e.g. fibulae) that illustrate the cultural interactions
between the Taurisici and the Boii, and also between the Boii and the Scordisci: B. Kavur, 7he end
of the early La Téne period in Styria: a view from the East, p. 23-30; M. Dizdar, Late La Téne settle-
ments in the Vinkovci region (Eastern Slavonia, Croatia): centres of trade and exchange, p. 31-48;
I. Drni¢, Contacts between the Boii and the Scordisci: the case of the Oberleiserberg type fibulae,
p. 49-54; D. Bozi¢, Bronze fibulae of the Zvonimirovo type among the Taursci and Boii, p. 55—65.

The second section comprises four studies regarding the Boii. They bring into discus-
sion a series of unpublished archaeological artefacts and numismatic discoveries etc., seeking to
illustrate particular aspects of the material culture from the areas inhabited by the Boii, and their
cultural connections with other communities, like the Norici and the Taurisci: M. Karwowski,
Southern cross-regional connections of the Celtic settlement on the Oberleiserberg: an analyses of
selected finds, p. 69-88; J. Militky, 7he coins of the Taursici and Norici found in Bohemia and
Moravia, p. 89-114; M. Deblec/M. Karwowski, A typological study of the La Téne Knotenringe
in the territory of the Boii, p. 115-146; R. Cambal/M. Gregor/I. Bazovsky/G. Biezinova/B.
Kovar/M. Karwowski, 7he pottery with thickened club rim at the end of the Late La 1éne period in
the middle Danube region (Mineralogical and petrographic characteristics), p. 147-169.

The third section comprises studies that discuss wider-encompassing aspects of the eastern
Celtic area. These three studies tackle numismatics-related problems, but also issues related to
the specific habitat from the eastern Celtic area during the Late Iron Age: p. Luczkievicz, Along
the ‘Bastarnian’ route? An imitation tetradrachm of Philip II from eastern Poland, p. 173-180;
p. Prohdszka, 7he Celtic treasure of Ohuta ( County of Borsod-Abaitj-Zemplén), p. 181-190; L. Timdr,
The sunken featured-buildings of the Middle La Téne period: problems and reconstructions, p. 191-203.

The fourth section comprises contributions that bring into discussion the interactions
of the local populations from the middle Danube region with the Romans at the end of the Late
Iron Age and in the early Roman imperial period: I. Bazovsky, A sunken-floored building with
decorated hearth on the Celtic oppidum in Bratislava, p. 207-216; M. Musilova, Structural
analysis of the Celto-Roman masonry building on Bratislava’s Castle Hill — A preliminary study,
p. 217-236; M. Erdrich, Maroboduus and the consolidation of Roman authority in the Middle
Danube Region, p. 237-251.

The volume is accompanied by a rich range of illustrations (drawings, photos, maps,
graphs etc.) of excellent quality. These illustrations provide support for a better understanding
of the scientific arguments.

In conclusion, the volume comprises a series of original studies that provide together
a coherent picture of the cultural, social-political and economic processes that appeared in the
Carpathian Basin, and also in some of the surrounding areas, during the Late Iron Age. This
volume is going to bring numerous innovative elements into the European research of this
period. Without doubrt, it will become a solid base for future debates and approaches concerning
the history and the material and spiritual culture of the populations from the Carpathian Basin
during the Late Iron Age and at the beginning of the Roman provincial period.

Aurel Rustoiu
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