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Ivan Drnić, Kupinovo. A La Tène Culture Cemetery (Musei Archaeologici Zagrabiensis 
Catalogi et Monographiae 12), Zagreb, Arheološki muzej, 2015, 220 p. ISBN 978-953-
6789-91-7.

The La Tène cemetery at Kupinovo in Eastern Syrmia was discovered by chance over a 
century ago. The finds recovered from the destroyed graves ended up mostly in the Archaeological 
Museum in Zagreb but also in other collections, such as those of the Naturhistorisches Museum 
in Vienna. A series of objects from this site have been published since, in more or less detail, in 
syntheses about the Celts and the La Tène Culture in the Carpathian Basin1, in papers about 
different categories of artefacts2 or they have been presented at various international exhibi‑
tions3. This book gathers for the first time in an extensive catalogue all the finds from the col‑
lection of the Archaeological Museum in Zagreb. The objects from Vienna have been included.

The book is a bilingual edition (Croatian and English) organised in four main chap‑
ters with numerous sub-chapters. It begins with a Foreword signed by Jacqueline Balen, who 
highlights the importance of this volume within the series Catalogues and Monographs of the 
Archaeological Museum in Zagreb (p. 7).

The Introduction (p. 9–17) is dedicated to the presentation of the general characteristics 
of the La Tène culture in Southern Pannonia. The chapter discusses succinctly the most repre‑
sentative discoveries of La Tène (LT) type from the above-mentioned area, beginning with their 
earliest occurrence in the LT B1 until LT D, the nature of the migrations taking place at the 
beginning of the Late Iron Age, the relations established between the newcomers and the local 
communities, eventually leading to the hybridization of the material culture, the general chro‑
nology of the entire period and other aspects. The author manages to reconstruct in only a few 
pages an overall image of this period in the southern region of Pannonia. In the following pages, 
relevant information about the archaeological site at Kupinovo is presented: its location, the time 
and circumstances of the chance discovery, the ‘destiny’ of the objects after they were brought 
to light by the modern industrial works, the collections which include them and other aspects.

The second chapter, Typological and chronological analyses of grave goods (p. 19–102), is 
the largest. The author presents the weapons that formed the panoplies: the swords, the scab‑
bards (including the decorated ones), the spearheads and other components of the spears, the 
shields and the sword suspension belts. Subsequently, the different types of knives are analysed, 
among which stand out the slashing knives or curved knives, including two sicae. The jewellery 
and costume accessories are represented by fibulae, hoop-shaped jewellery (armrings, anklets 
and finger-rings), female belts, glass beads and toiletries. Additionally, the wagon and horse-gear 
elements and the tools, otherwise rarely included in the funerary contexts in the Carpathian 
Basin, are described. Finally, the chapter concludes with the analysis of the ceramic vessels. 
The analysis of the funerary inventories places the artefacts from Kupinovo in relation with 
the finds from other necropolises from Southern Pannonia, the Carpathian Basin and the LT 
area in Europe. The analysis allows the author to identify the typological evolution of different 
categories of artefacts.

1  HUNYADY 1942; TODOROVIĆ 1968; MAJNARIĆ-PANDŽIĆ 1970; GUŠTIN 1984, 353, no. 13 etc.
2  SZABÓ/PETRES 1992 etc.
3  MOSCATI ET AL. 1991 etc.
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All the data obtained was used in the following chapter, in which the author elaborates 
the general interpretation of the necropolis at Kupinovo (Interpretation of the Kupinovo cemetery, 
p. 103–117).

Firstly, the problem of the chronology of the necropolis is discussed. The most numerous 
finds of a chronological relevance are the weapons, followed by the costume accessories, knives 
and tools. The chronology of these finds supports the interpretation that the necropolis began 
to be used during the LT B1/B2, developed during the following phases LT B2-C1 (when the 
majority of the finds that are chronologically relevant are dated), continued during the LT 
C2-D1 and ended its existence probably at the beginning of LT D2. 

The funerary ritual is difficult to determine due to the destruction of the graves before 
they could be archaeologically described. Still, a series of anthropological remarks from between 
the First and Second Worlds Wars and the degree of conservation of the objects recovered (some 
complete, other with traces of contact with high temperatures) indicate that the necropolis was bi-
ritual, illustrating the probable practice of both inhumation and cremation (some of the cremated 
rests were placed in an urn), the same as in other cemeteries of the Carpathian Basin. Among the 
ritual practices at Kupinovo, the intentional destruction of some weapons has been observed. 

The last part of this chapter refers to the cultural affiliation of the necropolis. The mate‑
rial recovered suggests the large size of the necropolis at Kupinovo. It also reflects the identity 
of both the indigenous people and the newcomers, all of them involved at a certain moment in 
the large alliance of the Scordiscans mentioned by the ancient authors. The funerary inventories 
also illustrate the relations established by the community from Kupinovo with the neighbouring 
areas from the North-West, the Northern Balkanic region and the Mediterranean area. Finally, 
the analysis of the finds from this necropolis allows the author to identify the existence of sev‑
eral social hierarchies that evolved in time, from the Early La Tène until the pre-Roman time. 
The evidence is provided by the composition of the inventories containing weapons and by the 
evolution of the panoplies.

In the chapter dedicated to the conclusions (p. 119–121), the author refers to the prog‑
ress made in the research of the Late Iron Age in Southern Pannonia since the discovery of the 
cemetery at Kupinovo at the beginning of the 20th century. At the same time, Ivan Drnić men‑
tions the obstacles faced by the research (a series of necropolises are still unpublished; the lack 
of osteological, paleobotanical and other analyses in the case of many funerary discoveries; the 
limited state of the analysis of the relations between necropolises and settlements etc.), which 
must be overcome following future investigations.

After Acknowledgements (p. 123), the Findspots (p. 125–127) analysed in the text and 
illustrated on the distribution maps of different objects (scabbards, spearheads, female belts) are 
given.

The book concludes with the Catalogue of Finds (p. 129–162), which presents 223 finds, 
the References (p. 163–172) and forty-six Plates (p. 174–219) illustrating the drawings of the 
finds from the catalogue. The book is accompanied by thirty-four Figures inserted in the text 
(maps, drawings, photos, graphs), which support the argumentation of the author.

The book written by Ivan Drnić represents an important contribution to the under‑
standing of the Late Iron Age in Southern Pannonia. The great merit of this work is that the 
author manages to recover rich information, otherwise scattered among museum collections 
and various publications, and reconstruct the significance of this destroyed necropolis within 
the general context (archaeological, historic, social) of the Late Iron Age in the Carpathian 
Basin. Last but not least, the book brings a series of original contributions to the knowledge of 
several categories of archaeological material such as the spearheads.

Aurel Rustoiu
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