
IN MEMORIAM NICOLAE GUDEA

I first saw Professor Nicolae Gudea in the spring of 1983, while I was a pupil, in room 
11/1 of the building of the “Babeș Bolyai” University, where the Scientific Session of the History 
Museum in Cluj-Napoca was being held. Professor Hadrian Daicoviciu presided the proceed‑
ings. Nicolae Gudea, at that time a researcher of the above mentioned institution, took part in 
the academic event alongside other representatives of his profession. His presentation was enti‑
tled “Un vas de sticlă din castrul roman de la Bologa cu reprezentări umane” [A Glass Container 
with Human Depictions from the Roman Fort in Bologa]. My presence in that room was due to 
Valeriu Bota, my history teacher at the Ady-Șincai High School in Cluj-Napoca, who gathered 
around him a group of pupils passionate about archaeology.

At that time I was unaware of the fact that starting with 1987 Nicolae Gudea would become 
my academic coordinator, assuming the mantle of mentor, becoming the person to whom I am most 
indebted for my professional career and for whom I still feel much gratitude, even now when he 
is no longer among us. He was the coordinator of my BA thesis and then of my doctoral disserta‑
tion, he did not hesitate to share some of his experience with me, and we continued to collaborate 
for years. Our solid relationship, built over the years, and the memories we shared during this time 
make me evoke his life, personality, and academic achievements, now that he has passed away.

He was born on October 17th 1941 in Deva and died on July 5th 2019 in Cluj-Napoca. 
He attended the courses of the primary school in Crasna (Sălaj County), and of the secondary 
and high school in Zalău. He subsequently enlisted with the Metallurgical Technical School 
(Bucharest) (1959–1961). Upon graduation he was employed as worker at the “23 August” Plant 
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in Bucharest (1960–1962). In 1963, shortly before completing his military mandatory stage, 
wearing his military uniform, he came at the “Babeş-Bolyai” University in Cluj-Napoca to enroll 
in the admission exam at the Faculty of History and Philosophy. In 1968 he graduated this fac‑
ulty, specializing in ancient history and archaeology. During the same year he became a researcher 
at the Institute of Archaeology in Cluj. In 1978 he successfully defended his PhD in History. 
After 1990 he became a professor at the Greek-Catholic Theology Faculty (1990 – 2010), ini‑
tiating and teaching the courses “Metodologia cercetării ştiinţifice” [Methodology of Academic 
Research] (Theology, History, Social Sciences and “Arheologie creştină” [Christian Archaeology]. 
In 1990 he also became a doctoral coordinator, supervising over time more than 20 dissertations 
on topics related to the archaeology of the first millennium and to Church History. 

The scientific activity of researcher and Professor Nicolae Gudea mainly focuses on 
the military history of Roman Dacia. He coordinated archaeological excavations in Banat, in 
Mehadia, Teregova, Orşova, and Gornea. He archaeologically researched the Roman forts in 
Inlăceni, Breţcu, Râşnov, and Feldioara. 

The archaeological excavations that he started in 1977 at the fort in Porolissum estab‑
lished Nicolae Gudea as senior researcher. The Archaeological Complex in Porolissum today 
owes its existence to Nicolae Gudea. The professor invested much energy and soul in this site, 
that was very dear to him and for which he cared deeply during the entire period he acted as 
chief of the archaeological site. He performed field researches along the entire limes of Dacia 
Porolissensis, mapping its entire length. 

Even before 1990, Professor Nicolae Gudea was interested in the History of Christianity 
in the Roman province of Dacia, a topic that he has approached and developed in his works 
after 1990 as well, especially after becoming a professor at the Greek-Catholic Theology Faculty 
of the “Babeș Bolyai” University in Cluj-Napoca. 

Influenced by the German School of Archaeology, Nicolae Gudea can be considered a 
positivist, with an impressive scientific activity. He published numerous specialized books and 
articles, more than 440 works in total (for the bibliographic list see C. Cosma (Ed.), „Studii de 
arheologie şi istorie. Omagiu profesorului Nicolae Gudea la 70 la ani / Studies in archaeology 
and history. An anniversary volume to professor Nicolae Gudea on his 70th birthday”, Cluj-
Napoca, Editura Mega, 2011). He became established as one of the best specialists from South-
East Europe in the field of military history of the Roman Empire.

After 1990 he was among the first educators who understood the importance of being 
involved in ample research projects. He has coordinated a series of research grants the teams of 
which included a number of young researchers. All the projects were completed through the 
publication of books and collective volumes.

With his gray hair, sober attitude, and the white robe he wore at the Institute, Nicolae 
Gudea gave the impression of a severe, even harsh man. Yes, he was ruthless and frank in the face 
of human stupidity. But behind this facade, once you got to know him better, Nicolae Gudea 
was a good and friendly man, willing to help. 

All those who study and will study in the future the archaeology and history of Roman 
Dacia, as well as other connected topics, cannot avoid researching the scientific corpus of works 
of researcher and professor Nicolae Gudea. 

He has been buried beside his parents, in the central cemetery of Zalău, a city dear to 
him, where he had many friends and to which he had dedicated a historical monograph.

May he rest in peace. 
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