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M. Dizdar, The Middle La Tène Women Costume of the Scordisci. The Identity of the 
Protohistoric Community in the Southern Carpathian Basin. Monografiae Instituti 
Archaeologici 12. Zagreb, Institut za arheologiju 2020, 416 p. ISBN 978–953–6064–
22–9.

Marko Dizdar is a well-known researcher of the Late Iron Age in the southern 
Carpathian Basin. Among his previous important contributions is the first volume of the mono‑
graph focusing on the Zvonimirovo cemetery1, which has contributed significantly to the better 
understanding of the end of the middle La Tène period in the region in question. 

His new book, published in Croatian and English, was written as part of a research 
project titled Femine. Iron Age female identities in the southern Carpathian Basin2, which he 
coordinated and which included an international research team. The subject of this book is a 
particular aspect of the female identity – the manner in which bodily ornaments and costume 
accessories were used among different social groups from the Carpathian Basin, with a particular 
attention paid to the so-called “Scordiscian” area during the middle La Tène period.

The book is structured into five main chapters, each having numerous sub-chapters, fol‑
lowed by a list of discoveries, maps, a list of illustrations and the cited literature.

In the Introduction (p. 7–25), the author defines the geographic and cultural area that 
was taken into consideration and the documentary basis of his investigation, mentioning that 
the majority of the artefacts are casual discoveries and the number of comprehensively investi‑
gated burials dated to the middle La Tène is small. The state of the art in the investigation of 
this topic and the existing chronologies proposed for the “Scordiscian” area (among them, the 
contributions made by D. Božič3 and M. Guštin4 being still used) are also presented alongside 
the proposed research methodology based on a comparative analysis of the costume accessories 
from the “Scordiscian” area and those from the surrounding regions. The author also includes 
data regarding the funerary rites and rituals, and concludes that the female costume acces‑
sories of the middle La Tène period “can offer answers to many questions about the different 
aspects of the Scordiscan social identities, their position in the communications networks of the 
Carpathian Basin during the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC, and their established contacts with the 
area of central Europe” (p. 25).

The second chapter, titled The middle La Tène graves of Scordiscan women (p. 
27–33), presents the costume accessories coming mainly from cremation graves, their pres‑
ervation state, and the ways in which were combined in costume assemblages and funerary 
inventories. The author considers that “the study of functional and decorative items of women’s 
costumes and jewellery helps understand various aspects of women’s social identities and their 
status...” (p. 33).

1  DIZDAR 2013. See RUSTOIU 2015.
2  http://femine.iarh.hr/index.php/en/. One book containing studies which analyse a variety of female-related 

aspects (female identity markers and social practice, household/domestic environment and practice; women and 
crafts; women’s role within regional networks of interaction; females in ritual and sacred contexts etc) is currently 
prepared for publication.

3  BOŽIČ 1981.
4  GUŠTIN 1984.
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The third chapter, which is the largest, focuses on the Belts (p. 35–332). This can be 
considered a true monograph of the belts used during the Late Iron Age in the Carpathian 
Basin, the north-western Balkans and the Central European La Tène area. The author anal‑
yses typologically and chronologically all types of iron and bronze belts and their components, 
attempting to highlight both the elements specific to the female costume from the “Scordiscian” 
area and those which originate from other regions, but contributed in one way or another to the 
hybridization of the local costumes. This analysis will surely become a very useful instrument for 
the Late Iron Age research in this region. 

In the fourth chapter, Costume and jewellery from the middle La Tène Scordiscan 
women’s graves (p. 333–364), the author analyses comprehensively the few female burials iden‑
tified in the “Scordiscian” area, which are dated to the middle La Tène: Vršac-At; Osijek – graves 
nos. 6, 9, 26; Belgrade-Karaburma – grave no. 34; Rospi Ćuprija – grave no. 28 and Feudvar 
– grave no. 1. Thought the total number is small, these burials offer a variety of situations due 
to the differences in the funerary rites and rituals, and the manner in which costumes were 
assembled. Some of these burials can be ascribed to some “foreign” women who reached the 
“Scordiscian” area through the practice of exogamy, whereas others illustrate the particularities 
of the female costume assemblages specific to the local environment. At the same time, some 
burials point to the strong cultural contacts established with the nearby La Tène cultural areas 
or with those from Central Europe.

Last chapter contains the Conclusions (p. 365–372). These are followed by the Lists of 
sites with distribution maps (p. 373–387), List of illustrations (p. 389–397, with 203 figures 
in text) and Bibliography (p. 399–415).

It can be therefore said that the new book authored by M. Dizdar is a very useful contri‑
bution to the typo-chronological analysis of the female costume assemblages, and in particular 
to the study of the Late Iron Age belts. However, the book is more than that, because the author 
also offers a detailed analysis of the characteristics of the female costumes from the “Scordiscian” 
area, and of the means and mechanisms of social and cultural interaction that can be glimpsed 
through this analysis. Lastly, the book will also be useful for any future discussions regarding 
the transformations in Late Iron Age bodily ornamentations and their practical and symbolic 
meanings. 

Aurel Rustoiu
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GUIDELINES FOR “EPHEMERIS NAPOCENSIS”

The journal publishes articles written in English, German, French, Italian or Spanish. Each article must 
be accompanied by five keywords and a 200-words abstract which should be placed after the title and the 
author(s)’s name(s).

The following formatting rules should be used:
– font in main text: Times New Roman 12; Justify; line spacing: 1.5;
– font in footnotes: Times New Roman 10; line spacing: 1;
– font in title: Times New Roman 14, Capital letters, Bold, Centred; 
– font in author(s)’s name(s): Times New Roman 12, Capital letters, Bold, Centred; spacing: 2 under 

the title;
– author(s) name(s), institutional affiliation and e-mail address should be added at the end of the article;
– Italic font should only be used for Latin terms. For special fonts (e.g. ancient Greek), an Unicode-

compliant font should be used;

Bibliography:
– footnotes: 
Books:

DAICOVICIU 1972, 45–78
H. DAICOVICIU, Dacia de la Burebista la cucerirea romană (Cluj-Napoca 1972).

Articles in journals:
FINK 1958, 107–110.
R. O. FINK, Hunt’s pridianum: British Museum Papyrus 2851, Journal of Roman Studies 48, 
1958, 102–116.

For two or more authors:
VÁGÓ/BÓNA 1976
E. B. VÁGÓ/I. BÓNA, Die Gräberfelder von Intercisa (Budapest 1976).

Articles published in conference proceedings or thematic volumes:
DVORSKI 1996, 217–220
T. DVORSKI, Archaeological Investigations on Limes Alutanus in 1980–1984 (Dacia Inferior – 
Malvensis). In: P. Petrovič (ed.), Roman Limes on the Middle and Lower Danube (Belgrade 1996), 
215–222.

NEW! Include the DOI number for articles that have it:
OPREANU 2020
C. H. OPREANU, Commodus restitutor commerciorum. Ephemeris Napocensis 30, 	 2020, 
79–100. https://doi.org/10.33993/ephnap.2020.30.79

NEW! Do not use abbreviations for the journals’ titles!

Online sources: the link and accession date should be included.
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Illustrations:
– the author(s) is/are responsible for obtaining the required copyright of each illustration; sources/authors 

should be indicated;
– a caption list should be submitted with the article;
– all illustrations should be submitted as separate files, not included in text, but their location can be 

indicated; 
– plates should be submitted as JPG, TIFF or CDR files (Corel Draw); they should include the scale; 

photos should be submitted as jpg or tiff files;
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