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Peter C. Ramsl, Diversity of Male Identities in Early and Middle La Tène Period Cemeteries 
in Central Europe. With contributions from Friederike Novotny (Anthropology) and 
Joscha Gretzinger – Stephan Schiffels (DNA). Archaeologica Slovaca Monographiae 
Studia, Tomus XXXII. Nitra, Archaeologický ústav SAV 2020, 220 p. ISBN 978–80–
8196-040–6.

The author of this book is a well-known specialist of the La Tène period in Central 
Europe, who published a number of major monographs dealing with some of the most impor‑
tant cemeteries from the region in question1. This time, P. C. Ramsl switched his attention 
towards the investigation of social and cultural identities, more precisely of the male identities 
and their diverse archaeological manifestations.

His new book includes a foreword and seven main chapters, followed by the conclu‑
sions, summaries in English, German, Slovak and Hungarian, and the bibliographic list. Lastly, 
there is a chapter dedicated to the bio-anthropological analysis of some skeletons from the 
cemeteries at Walpersdorf and Franzhausen Mitte, in Lower Austria, signed by F. Novotny, and 
another chapter including the genetic analysis of some human remains sampled from cemeteries 
in Slovakia, whose authors are J. Gretzinger and S. Schiffels, from the Max Planck Institute Jena.

In the Foreword (p. 7–10) the author presents the development of the research project 
which forms the basis of the book2, its objectives, and the geographic delimitations of his 
analysis: the Middle/Central Europe (largely corresponding to the former Austrian-Hungarian 
Empire) and the Middle/Central European Corridor, which “in the archaeological-geographical 
sense is meant to be the area (mainly) north of the Alps from Transylvania to south Germany, 
and the Middle European corridor widens to the west to the Champagne Area” – p. 10).

The following chapter, titled The Concept of Identity (p. 10–15), discusses the concept 
of identity in archaeology, its definition, the different kinds of identities (age, gender, status, eth‑
nicity or group identity), the scientific/philosophical bases of identity, and the possible evidence 
provided by the analysis of material culture for the study of identity. 

The author’s observations are in general correct, though the analysis should have also 
taken into consideration that identities of all kinds are largely the product of social interactions 
between individuals and groups seeking to define themselves in relation to the “other”. As a 
consequence, identities are always subjective, dynamic and situational social constructs3. The 
analysis of the archaeological data, including the material culture, has to consider these charac‑
teristics of the manners in which identities of all kinds are defined and expressed. 

In the case of children, P. C. Ramsl considers that “[t]he topos of carefree childhood is 
of course a construction of the burgeoisie of 19th century western culture. In fact children had 
to work from the earliest possible moment – and not only in the near past, but back in the Iron 
Age too, as shown by anthropological data from the Upper Austria cemetery of the Hallstatt” (p. 

1  RAMSL 2002; RAMSL 2011.
2  It is worth noting that, concomitantly with this book, it was published another, titled Multiple Identities in 

Prehistory, Early History and Presence, which contains the proceedings of some workshops organized within the same 
research project: see BISTÁKOVÁ ET AL. 2020.

3  See, for example, MESKELL/PREUCEL 2004, 121–122; ROYMANS 2004, 1–2; RUSTOIU/BERECKI 
2015 etc.
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11–12). However, the problem of childhood lifestyle in the past has to be discussed contextually 
(and the situation from Hallstatt is a truly particular one and not a general model), also taking 
into consideration the particular social status of the deceased. There are funerary situations in 
which the children were treated in a careful manner, this being the case of the children buried 
with weaponry or of those (girls) whose graves contained jewellery and costume accessories 
made of precious metals4. Lastly, the material culture of the children indicates that some catego‑
ries went through a period of learning and initiation before occupying their place into the social 
hierarchy of the community5.

The chapter titled Masculinity in research (p. 15–17) discusses the state of the art in 
the study of male identities and the anthropological theories about manliness.

The following chapter concerns The organization of Iron Age societies (p. 18–20), 
the author starting the analysis with the smallest unit – the household/family, before discussing 
the larger ones – the sub-ethnic groups, tribes, long-distance connections etc. Another chapter 
discusses various aspects related to the Burial rites (p. 21–24) in the investigated area: features 
of the inhumed burials (orientation, body position, number of deceased in a single burial, 
secondary burials) and of the cremated ones; the chronological evolution of the funerary rites; 
bi-ritual burials.

The next three chapters, which are the largest, present the mains cemeteries and burials 
from Slovakia (p. 24–70), Austria (p. 71–119) and Moravia (p. 120–158), together with the 
manner of assembling and structuring the funerary inventories in relation to the deceased. These 
chapters are accompanied by a rich illustration which is allowing the identification of specific 
patterns in the case of each cemetery and area. 

Since in the foreword the author mentions that Central Europe largely corresponds 
to the former territory of the Austrian-Hungarian monarchy, maybe he should have also 
included for comparison some cemeteries from Hungary (for example Ludas6 or Sajópetri7) and 
Transylvania (for example Pișcolt8).

The final chapter includes the Discussion and Conclusion (p. 159–170). Starting from 
the analysis of the funerary inventories, including the functional association of various categories 
of grave-goods with the deceased, the author highlights different classes of male identities: age 
classes, boys or young males, panoply groups, archers, old men (men without weapons), cross-
gender examples (men with necklaces, males with other female markers, men with anklets), 
armed women, and, finally, craftsmen identities.

In this way, P. C. Ramsl manages to identify the main symbolic characteristics which 
defined a variety of individual and collective identities associated with the men. The presence of 
panoplies of weapons in male burials (divided in three classes which reflect the warlike hierarchy 
and the use of different battle techniques), and also in some belonging to children, women or 
craftsmen, once again indicates the existence of multiple identities of the “warriors”9.

4  For example, Grave 75 from Palárikovo, in which a child had three finger-rings on the right hand (one gold, 
other silver, and the third bronze), also contained a costume assemblage that was specific to a woman, consisting of 
pairs of anklets and bracelets. The child might have been betrothed at an early age in a matrimonial alliance between 
two influent families within the same community or between two different communities: see RUSTOIU 2016, 
348, 352.

5  See KARL 2005; RUSTOIU/BERECKI 2014, 254–255.
6  SZABÓ ET AL. 2012.
7  SZABÓ ET AL. 2018.
8  NÉMETI 1988; 1989; 1992; 1993.
9  RUSTOIU/BERECKI 2015.
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The book includes summaries in English (p. 171–172), German (p. 173–174), Slovak 
(p. 175–176) and Hungarian (p. 177–178). Perhaps a Romanian summary would have also 
been useful. There is also a rich list of Literature (p. 179–192) cited in the book. 

Two specialist studies are also part of the book. F. Novotny signs the study titled Skeletal 
indicators of health in La Tène period populations from Walpersdorf and Franzhausen 
Mitte (Traisen valley, Lower Austria) (p. 193–2014). In it, the author analyses three inhu‑
mation burials from the first cemetery and nine burials from the second cemetery. The results 
“reveal remarkable cases of (chronic) diseases, artificial dental attritions, particular activity pat‑
terns, and perimortem traumatic injuries” (p. 212).

The second specialist study is authored by J. Gretzinger and St. Schiffels, who offer a 
Report on genetic analyses of Iron Age samples from Slovakia (p. 215–219). The analysis 
has taken into consideration nine samples from the cemeteries at Chotin (2), Dubnik (1) and 
Palarikovo (6). On the basis of this analysis, the genetic sex of eight individuals was identified. 
Regarding the ancestry analyses, the authors managed to “obtain ancestry estimates for two of 
the eight successful samples, which revealed an overall Central European ancestry, with some 
difference between the two, spanning from Polish/Sorb genetic ancestry towards more southern 
Croatian or Romanian ancestry” (p. 219).

It can be therefore concluded that the new book authored by Peter C. Ramsl goes 
beyond the traditional investigation of the La Tène period in Central Europe, dealing with the 
manifestations of male identity in the Late Iron Age communities. This approach is adding to 
the previous contributions concerning the “warriors” or other social groups from different areas 
of the Carpathian Basin10. It is not a coincidence that the archaeological research in the region in 
question has increasingly focused on the study of social identities during different chronological 
periods11. As Peter C. Ramsl is also observing, “the relevance of the identity constructions of 
these detected cases may be seen as one single brick in the construction of the selected Iron Age 
societies” (p. 170).

Aurel Rustoiu
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A Nyíregyházi Jósa András Múzeum Évkönyve (Nyíregyháza)	 = Josa Andras Múz Évk
Muzeul National de Istorie a României (București)	 = Muzeul Național
Norba Revista de arte, geografía e historia (Cáceres)	 = Norba
Numismatische Zeitschrift	 = NZ
O Arqueólogo Portugués, Lisboa	 = Arque. Portugués
Opţiuni istoriografice, Iaşi	 = Opţiuni istoriografice
Orientalia Lovaniensia Periodica, Lovaina (Leuven)	 = OLP
Ostraka Rivista di antichità (Napoli)	 = Ostraka
Institute of Archaeology of the Czech 	 = Památky Archeologické
Academy of Sciences (Prague)
Patrimonium Apulense, Alba Iulia	 = Patrim. Apulense
Rossijskaya Arkheologiya. Institut arkheologii Rossijskoj 
akademii nauk (Moskva).	 = RA
Rad Muzeja Vojvodine (Novi Sad)	 = Rad Muz. Voj.
RepArAb Repertoriul arheologic al judeţului Alba, Alba Iulia, 	 = RepArAb
1995 [= Bibliotheca Musei Apulensis, II]
Res Antiquae (Bruxelles)	 = Res Antiquae
Revista de etnografie şi folclor (Bucureşti)	 = Rev Etnogr şi Folclor
Revista Bistriţei	 = Rev. Bistriţei
Muzeul Municipiului București	 = Revista de Cercetări Arheologice și Nu‑

mismatice
Muzeul Național de Etnografie și Istorie Naturală a Moldovei	 = Revistă de Etnografie, Științele Naturii și
(Chișinău)	  Muzeologie
Revista de Istorie (Bucureşti)	 = Rev. de Istor.
Revista Facultăţilor de teologie din Patriarhia Română	 = Stud Teologice
(Bucureşti)
Revista Muzeelor, Bucureşti	 = Rev. Muzeelor
Revue archéologique de l’Est et du Centre-Est (Paris)	 = RAEst
Revue des Études Sud-Est Européennes (Bucharest)	 = Rev. Études SE Européennes
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Revue Historique (Paris)	 = Rev. Historique
Revue Historique du Sud-Est Européen (Bucharest)	 = RHSEE
Revista Storica dell’Antichita (Roma)	 = Riv. Stor. Antichita
Strabon (Iaşi)	 = Strabon
Studia Archaeologica, Roma	 = StArch
Studia Antiqua et Archaeologica (Iaşi)	 = SAA
Studii şi Cercetări de Istorie veche şi Arheologie, 	 = SCIV(A)
Institutul de Arheologie “Vasile Pârvan” (Bucureşti)
Slovenská Archeologia. Archeologický ústav SAV (Nitra)	 = SlovArch
Stratum plus, Vysshaya Antropologicheskaya 	 = Stratum plus
Shkola (Chişinău)
Studia Universitatis „Babeş-Bolyai”, seria Historia, Cluj-Napoca	 = Stud. Historia UBB
Studia historica. Historia Antigua (Salamanca)	 = Stud.Hist. Histor. Antig.
Studia Thracologica (Bucureşti)	 = Stud. Thracologica
Studii şi Comunicări Câmpulung	 = Stud. Com. Câmpulung
Studium, Debrecen	 = Studium
Symposia Thracologica (Bucureşti)	 = Symp. Thracologica
Transactions and Proceedings of the American Philological	 = TAPA
Association, Atlanta
Transsilvania. Ein Beiblatt zum Siebenbürger Boten, 	 = TranssilvBB
Hermannstadt (Sibiu)
Uniwersytet Im Adama Mickiewicza w Poznaniu, 	 = Uniw Adama Mickiewicza Poznan
Seria Historia (Poznań)
Vestigia. Beiträge zur Alten Geschichte (München)	 = Vestigia
Arkheologicheskij muzej-zapovednik “Tanais” 	 = Vestnik Tanaisa
(Rostov na Donu)
Państwowe Muzeum Archeologiczne w Warszawie (Warszawa)	 = Wiadomości Archeologiczne
Zeitschrift des Deutschen Palästina-Vereins	 = ZDPV
Zeitschrift für Geschichte 	 = Zeitschr. Gesch.
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