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Peter Trebsche (Ed.), Keltische Miinzstiitten und Heiligtiimer. Die jiingere Eisenzeit im
Osten Osterreichs (ca. 450 bis 15 v. Chr). Mit Beitrigen von: Jennifer M. Bagley, Maciej
Karwowski, Marianne Kohler-Schneider, Jiti Militky, Erich Pucher, Peter C. Ramsl,
Peter Trebsche, Karin Wiltschke-Schrotta. Archieologie Niederdsterreichs, Verlag der
osterreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften. Wien 2020, 592 p. ISBN 978-3-7001-
8275-7.

The book presented here, which the editor P. Trebsche says it is just an overview of the
La Tene culture and its main features in eastern Austria (p. 14), is in fact a true synthesis of the
Late Iron Age archaeology in the region in question. The authors, all well-known specialists
with important contributions to the European La Téne archaeology north of the Alps, produced
a series of studies that cover the most relevant aspects of the evolution of the Late Iron Age
in eastern Austria. All chapters are written in German and are accompanied by German and
English summaries.

The first chapter, Forschungsgeschichte (Research history: 16-27) belongs to P.
Trebsche and presents the geographic, cultural and chronological framework of this book, as
well as a statistic of the evolution and intensity of archaeological research in various settle-
ments and cemeteries from the region in question, noting that a significant percentage of the
unearthed sites are still unpublished.

After this introductive chapter, the book is structured around a number of major themes.
The first theme concerns the environment and the human-made landscape and includes the chap-
ters 2—4. Chapter 2, Besiedlung und Naturraum (Settlement and environment: p. 28-55),
is signed by M. Kohler-Schneider and P. Trebsche, chapter 3, Siedlungen (Settlements: p.
56-147), has D. Trebsche as its author, while chapter 4 discusses the Arhitektur (Architecture:
p. 148-171) and is also written by P. Trebsche.

Another major theme, which is covered in two chapters, concerns the economic environ-
ment. Thus chapter 5, Ackerbau, Weide- und Griindlandwirtschaft, Waldnutzung (Arable
land, pasture and meadows, woodland: p. 172-207), is signed by M. Kohler-Schneider, while
chapter 6, Jagd und Tierhaltung (Hunting and husbandry: p. 208-233), is signed by E.
Pucher.

The following theme consists of three chapters which discuss aspects of the local
economy and the distribution of resources. Thus chapter 7, signed by P. Trebsche, focuses on
Rohstofe, Handwerk und Handel (Raw materials, craft and trade: p. 234-269), chapter 8
presents details of the glass-making technology and its products (Glas — eine neue Technologie
und ein Besondere Rohstoff; Glass — a new technology and a special raw material: p.
270-293), being authored by M. Karwowski, one of the well-known specialists in this subject,
while chapter 9 discuss the Celtic coinage in north-eastern Austria (Keltische Miinzwesen in
Nordostosterreich; Celtic coinage in north-eastern Austria: p. 294-321), the author being
J. Militky.

The following major theme of this book concerns the local individuals and societies,
and the concepts of bodily ornamentation and their symbolic meanings. Chapter 10, signed by
K. Wiltschke-Schrotta discusses the populations of the La Téne culture from the bio-anthro-
pological perspective: Die Menschen der Laténekultur (The people of the La Téne culture:
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p- 322-333). In another chapter, P Ramsl presents the costume accessories and jewelleries of
the early La Tene (chapter 11, Tracht und Schmuck der Friihlaténezeit; Dress and personal
adornment during the early La Téne: p. 334-345), while M. Karwowski presents the middle
and late La Téne brooches: Fibeln der Mittel- und Spitlattenzeit (p. 346—-369).

The last major theme of this book includes chapters dealing with the rituals and sym-
bolic representations of the otherworld. Chapter 13, signed by J. Bagley, discusses the figurative
art of the early La Téne and its possible examples from the region in question (Die figiirliche
Kunst der frithen Laténezeit [in Ostosterreich?]; Figurative art of the Early La Teéne [in
eastern Austria?]: p. 370-401), while the following chapter, whose author is P. C. Ramsl, pro-
vides a glimpse of the otherworld based on the analysis of funerary contexts (Wege ins Jenseits
— Betattungen und Griberfelder; Path into the afterworld — Burials and burial grounds:
p. 402—423). In chapter 15, . Trebsche discusses the settlement burials (Andere Wege ins
Jenseits — Bestattungen in Siedlung; Other paths into the afterworld — Burials on settle-
ment sites: p. 424—439), while in chapter 16 the same author presents the religious practices,
deliberate deposits and rituals (Kult, Deponierungen und Rituale: p. 440-465).

Chapter 17, titled Kontinuititen, Neurerungen und Briiche (Continuity, innova-
tion and breaks: 466—487) and co-authored by all contributors, is providing the conclusions
of this book. This includes an analysis of each chronological stage, starting with the beginning
of the La Tene culture in eastern Austrian, in 470-375 BC, and continuing with the period of
widespread human mobility, when several inter-community networks of social communication
emerged during the La Téne B-C, in 375-260 BC. Between 260 and 150 BC, there was a rapid
social development defined by the appearance of large settlements having complex functions
and also by a series of transformations in the ritual and spiritual domain, including the gradual
disappearance of the communal burial grounds towards the end of this period. In the region in
question, the La Téne D (150-75 BC) was characterized by the emergence of a new type of sites
— the hillfort. This new kind of centre of power controlled the extraction and distribution of the
resources, and established and maintained various long-distance connections, whose existence is
demonstrated by the discovery of Italic bronze objects or the Mediterranean amphorae among
their assemblages. Lastly, in the period between 75 and 15 BC, the region became a target of the
Roman expansion, being gradually taken over and integrated into the Roman provincial system.

The book also includes a series of annexes (Anhang: p. 492-591) consisting of the lists
of settlements and funerary contexts, a rich bibliography, the source of illustrations and a list of
authors. Numerous colour illustrations are also included, contributing alongside the excellent
editing and typography to a better understanding of each theme.

Therefore, the presented book is a comprehensive, well documented synthesis of the La
Tene archaeology in eastern Austria. Accordingly, it will prove to be very useful for the specialists
interested in a variety of related topics, from the evolution of the settlements, the natural and
economic landscape, to the more detailed aspects concerning the spiritual life or social practices
of the local communities which inhabited the territory of eastern Austria during the Late Iron
Age.

Aurel Rustoiu
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