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LA TÈNE STAMP-DECORATED POTTERY IN THE EASTERN 
CARPATHIAN BASIN. REGIONAL PERSPECTIVES

Roxana Cirț1

Abstract: This research paper offers an in-depth examination of La Tène stamp-decorated pottery from 
the Eastern Carpathian Basin, with an emphasis on findings from contemporary Romania. With a focal 
point on pottery assemblages from production sites we begin to analyze five basic stamped motifs: concentric 
circles, crescents, S’s, lyres, and cruciform motifs. These are common to different mediums of craft expression 
and are territorially widespread, occurring with varying intensity throughout the Carpathian Basin. The 
study presents a regional analysis by synthesising archaeological findings from various production and 
consumption sites and discussing regional inventories, decorative styles and the typology and chronology of 
stamped decoration. It uses archaeological data to improve our understanding of regional pottery practices 
and integrates these findings into a broader European context. This approach reveals the interconnectedness 
and unique features of La Tène stamped pottery in the Eastern Carpathian Basin.
Keywords: stamped pottery, La Tène, “Celts”, Eastern Carpathian Basin, pottery workshops.

Introduction. Methodology

During the Iron Age, stamp-decorated pottery exhibits a broad geographical distribu‑
tion. Although there are some regional variations, the symbolic vocabulary is generally uniform 
in the La Tène area.

The most recent comprehensive approach to the decoration techniques of La Tène pot‑
tery assemblages from Transylvania was published in 19782 and included an analysis of stamped 
pottery based on the finds from Celtic necropolises. Since then, the archaeological data has mul‑
tiplied exponentially and several researchers have carried out analyses on small datasets relating 
to specific sites or specific stamp motifs.

A study of the lyre motif was published in 20063 and includes a distribution map of this 
motif, present predominantly in Central and Eastern Europe, as well as a list of tools/stamps 
discovered in this area. Researcher A. Rustoiu discusses the stamped pottery from the Fântânele-
Dâmbu Popii necropolis (Bistriţa-Năsăud County, Romania), highlighting aspects related to 
the distribution area of ​​the decorative motifs, chronological aspects, and the functionality of 
the vessels4. In 2019, the same author resumes the discussion on stamped La Tène pottery, 
starting from a ceramic vessel discovered in Slovakia; topics such as cultural hybridisation, pot‑
tery stamping tools, Vekerzug culture are discussed5. M. Urák examines the pottery assemblages 

1  School for Advanced Studies of the Romanian Academy (SCOSAAR), History and Archaeology Doctoral 
School, “George Bariţiu” Institute of History, Cluj-Napoca, roxanacirt@yahoo.com.

2  ZIRRA 1978.
3  MEGAW/MEGAW 2006.
4  RUSTOIU 2014, RUSTOIU 2018.
5  RUSTOIU 2019.
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stamped with the lyre motif discovered in the La Tène sites of Cuci – Sit I and Orosia – Sit 
V (Mureș County, Romania), and approaches the theme of the mobility of craftsmen – the 
mobility of objects6.

At the same time, the evidence of La Tène pottery production sites has been enriched 
by preventive archaeological research related to the development of the national transport infra‑
structure. The archaeological sites investigated in the 1970s in Andrid (Satu Mare County)7 
and Biharia (Bihor County)8 were joined by a number of new discoveries, such as the sites from 
Aghireș – Sub păşune (Sălaj County, investigated in 2008–2009)9, Carei -Ferma avicolă (Satu 
Mare County, investigated in 2012)10, Carei – Bypass road (Satu Mare County, investigated in 
2012)11, Orosia (Mureş County, investigated in 2016)12.

In most cases, the investigation of La Tène settlements led to few diagnostic features, 
so that the preliminary chronological framing has been achieved mainly by analogy of pottery 
assemblages to sites with similar inventories. In this context, the re-evaluation of the pottery 
decoration systems and the analysis of the stamped motifs in a regional and supra-regional con‑
text are necessary in order to refine the chronology of the pottery production sites.

The analysis of formal elements, motifs and decorative style has been consistently used 
by archaeologists as a means of chronological and cultural framing. In research focused on 
the “Celtic horizon”, in the Eastern Carpathian Basin, ceramic artefacts are less commonly 
employed as chronological markers; the primary chronological indicators belong to the cat‑
egory of metal objects (clothing accessories13, weapons14) and glass artefacts15. Recent research, 
including a supra-regional analysis of La Tène stamped pottery, has demonstrated the usefulness 
of this type of approach (relational analysis of decorative motif – ornamental theme – archaeo‑
logical context), which can lead to conclusions on chronological aspects, regional character and 
axes of diffusion in La Tène territories, in the case mentioned from the Western Europe towards 
the Iberian Peninsula16. 

This paper presents a regional analysis of stamped pottery assemblages from the Eastern 
Carpathian Basin, taking as its starting point the stamped pottery from the La Tène pottery 
workshops archaeologically investigated on the present-day territory of Romania. We will 
present regional inventories and typo-chronologies of stamped decoration in the wider context 
of western and central European ceramic technology. At this stage, our research is based on pre‑
viously published archaeological material.

The approach aims to address stamped pottery as we believe that it has high poten‑
tial to contribute to a better understanding of regional aspects and territorial dynamics in the 
Carpathian Basin. Within the framework of the regional analysis, we will consider the stamped 
decoration on 91 vessels and ceramic fragments from 25 production and consumption sites on 
the territory of Romania (Table 1).

6  URÁK 2018.
7  NÉMETI 1974.
8  DUMITRAŞCU 1979; DUMITRAȘCU 1994.
9  BĂCUEȚ-CRIȘAN ET AL. 2009.
10  NÉMETI 2013.
11  GINDELE ET AL. 2013.
12  URÁK 2018.
13  Selective: GEBHARD 1991; RUSTOIU 1997; ZIRRA 2017.
14  Selective: SZABÓ/PETRES 1992; RAPIN 2000 with the previous bibliography.
15  Selective: GEBHARD 1989.
16  CABANILLAS DE LA TORRE 2015.
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Table 1. Sites with La Tène stamped vessels
No. Site County Type of archaeological site NSV*
1 Archiud Bistrița-Năsăud Burial site 1
2 Aghireș – Sub Pășune Sălaj Settlement with pottery workshop 3
3 Apahida Cluj Necropolis (20 graves) 4
4 Bandul de Câmpie Mureș Stray find 1
5 Biharia Bihor Settlement with pottery workshop 13
6 Blaj Alba Stray find 1
7 Carei – Bobald 2B Satu Mare Settlement 1
8 Cămin-Malul Crasnei Satu Mare Settlement 2
9 Cicir – La gropi Arad Settlement 3
10 Ciumești Satu Mare Necropolis (35 graves) 5
11 Ciumești-Bostănărie Satu Mare Settlement 11
12 Cuci Mureș Settlement 1
13 Curtuiușeni Bihor Necropolis (29 graves) 5
14 Dezmir Cluj Stray find 1
15 Dipșa (Comlod) Bistrița-Năsăud Burial site, Stray find 3
16 Dindești Satu Mare Burial site (2 graves) 1
17 Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii Bistrița-Năsăud Necropolis (94 graves) 10
18 Giarmata-Baraj Timiș Settlement 2
19 Gligorești Cluj Settlement 2
20 Moftinu Mic – Pescărie A Satu Mare Burial site (2 graves) 1
21 Orosia Mureș Settlement with pottery workshop 3
22 Pișcolt Satu Mare Necropolis (185 graves) 13
23 Remetea Mare Timiș Necropolis (20 graves) 1
24 Tărian Bihor Necropolis (12 graves) 2
25 Timișoara-Freidorf Timiș Settlement 1

91
*NSV number of stamped vessels

Stamp-decorated pottery 

In the pottery workshops from the Eastern Carpathian Basin, the percentage of deco‑
rated pottery is low. In the Biharia workshop, decorated pottery represents 12% of the total 
number of fragments recovered from the stoke pit and from the adjacent construction of the 
pottery kilns17. As far as the LT B2-C1 sites from Banat and Crișana regions, Giarmata – Baraj, 
Cicir – La gropi and Sânandrei are concerned, the percentage of decorated ceramic fragments 
is approximately 8% in the case of each settlement, their distribution in terms of modelling 
technique being relatively close: 7.4% in the case of hand-made pottery and 8.1% in the case of 
wheel-thrown pottery18.

For the only pottery workshop for which we currently have statistical data, the Biharia 
workshop, the percentage of stamped pottery is 1.84%, divided equally between the motifs rep‑
resenting the inverted ‘S’ in a rectangular cartouche and crescent stamps (0.79%), and 0.26% 
for stamps with concentric circles19. 

In the Pișcolt necropolis the percentage of stamped pottery is lower in the early horizon 

17  DUMITRAȘCU 1994, 130.
18  URÁK 2020, 109.
19  DUMITRAȘCU 1994, 129–130.
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(LT B1/B2-B2a), at 2.32%, and increases to 6.66% in the following horizons (LT B2b-C1)20. A 
low percentage of stamped pottery is also found in the case of the Ludas – Varjú-dűlő necropolis 
where it represents 2.56% of the total number of vessels recovered, evenly distributed chrono‑
logically between the LT B2a and LT C1 phases, but missing in the middle phase (LT B2b)21.
Interruptions in the use of stamped pottery have also been noted in other regions during periods 
of transition from one phase to another. Stamped pottery ceased to be used in Bavaria, Bohemia, 
and Moravia by the beginning of the 4th century BC; nevertheless, its production endured 
steadily in north-western Transdanubia, the Danube valley in Lower Austria, and the Salzburg 
region22.

Characteristic motifs of La Tène stamped pottery are concentric circles, ‘S’s, lyre/double 
lyre, single or combined with other decorative elements. Other types of stamped motifs, which 
vary in frequency depending on the region, include crescent and solar motifs, rosettes, pal‑
mettes, double comma-leaf or triskela.

The pottery workshops studied show a limited variety of stamped motifs. The most 
common motifs are concentric circles, which decorate pottery from three workshops. Motifs 
that occur in one workshop each are the crescent motif, the inverted ‘S’, the double lyre and the 
cruciform motif. In the following we will examine these five stamped motifs at a regional level, 
with the aim of systematising the decorative themes they form, as well as their connection with 
the relative chronology of the Carpathian Basin.

Stamped circular motifs

Ceramic vessels and fragments decorated with stamped circular motifs are found in 
contexts associated with pottery production from the sites of Biharea, Orosia and Aghireș – Sub 
Pășune. At Biharea, two of the stamped fragments are associated with decoration in the form 
of polished registers (Pl. II/2), and on two fragments belonging to a figurine made of fired clay, 
the stamp is arranged in a semicircular/circular pattern23. On an S-shaped bowl recovered from 
the Biharea settlement24 the stamp is found in groups of three impressions, repetitively arranged 
in a frieze placed in ​​the area of maximum diameter (Pl. II/1). The shape of the vessel and the 
arrangement of the stamps are similar to a vessel from grave 20 from the LT B2b-C1 necropolis 
at Curtuișeni25 (Pl. IV/6). 

At Orosia, fragments recovered from a pottery kiln are decorated with a stamp of con‑
centric circles partially overlapping a motif composed of three double-lyre stamps arranged in 
a U- shape26 (Pl. I/4–5). The association between the impressions of a stamp with concentric 
circles and one with the lyre motif is also found on a biconical urn from grave 11 (LT B2) in 
the necropolis of Remetea Mare – Gomila lui Pituţ27 (Pl.III/5). The same association is found 
on vessels from the La Tène necropolises in Hungary (Körösszegapáti), Austria (Dürrnberg-bei-
Hallein), Germany (Cröbern-Hopfenberg, Rädergewann) and Slovakia (Komjatice)28.

At Aghireș – Sub Pașune, the stamp impression is arranged either in the form of a hori‑
zontal string, in association with an incised wavy line, or in an arrangement of three stamps 

20  RUSTOIU 2014, 174.
21  RUSTOIU 2014, 174.
22  CABANILLAS DE LA TORRE/ GOLÁŇOVÁ 2020, 217.
23  DUMITRAȘCU 1979, 48, Fig. 2; DUMITRAȘCU 1982, 164, Fig. 6.
24  DUMITRAȘCU 1991, 28, Pl.V/1, MTC inv. no. 12793.
25  TELEAGĂ 2008, Pl.14.
26  URÁK 2018, Pl. II/c, d.
27  MEGAW/MEGAW 2006, 371, Fig. 21.
28  MEGAW/MEGAW 2006, 370–371, Fig. 5, 7–8, 16–18.
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forming a triangle29 (Pl.I/1–2). Circular stamps arranged in triangular compositions can be 
found on a vessel from grave 185 (LT B2a) of the Pișcolt necropolis30, on a vessel with a handle 
from grave 42 of Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii31 (Pl. IX/9), on the aforementioned urn from Remetea 
Mare and on a vessel discovered at Dipșa (Pl. X/1), where the circular stamp is segmented32.

Stamped circular motifs are also found on a stray found vessel with a handle from 
Dindești (Pl. VI/6); the body of the vessel is decorated with a row of circular impressions, and 
the bottom of the vessel is decorated with groups of three stamped circles placed in the inner 
corners of an incised arched-sided square33. In the Tărian necropolis, the decorative rhythm 
appears on vessels from grave 18 (LT C); on a large vessel with arched walls, placed on the 
maximum diameter and on the bottom of a shallow S-shaped bowl34 (Pl. IV/2–3). 

Triangular arrangements of stamps with concentric circles are found on Braubach ves‑
sels, but also on a wide variety of other vessel types; chronologically they appear beginning with 
LT A in Moravia35 and continue in later stages in the regions south and east of Moravia, respec‑
tively Austria36 and Hungary37. In Hungary, the motif can also be found in the ornamental 
repertoire of Sajópetri – Hosszú-dűlő (LT B2-C1)38.

In the pottery assemblage from the Pișcolt necropolis, stamps with concentric circles are 
found on plates and bowls from the first horizon (LT B1/B2-B2a)39 and on large vessels and ves‑
sels with handles from horizons III and IV (LT B2b – LT C1)40 (Pl. VII–VIII). In the necropolis 
of Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii, the motif of concentric circles is imprinted in various decorative 
rhythms on jugs, biconical cups, large biconical vessels and bowls (graves 17, 28, 40–42 / LT 
C1)41 (Pl. IX).

Regarding the positioning of the stamped decoration on the vessel, in the first horizon 
of Pișcolt the decoration is placed on the upper half, and, in one case, inside the vessel, on the 
bottom. In this phase, the stamped decoration is associated with incised decoration arranged 
in a garland. Stamps from horizons III and IV are placed in the upper half of the vessels and 
are associated with other stamps, with relief bands, respectively with bands incised in different 
manners. The decoration of the eight vessels from Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii, ornamented with 
concentric stamped motifs, is positioned above the maximum diameter, and is associated with 
other types of stamps, with relief horizontal ribs and incised bands.

Stamped circular motifs are also found on vessels from Middle La Tène settlements. 
A more extensive assemblage of pottery fragments decorated with stamped concentric circles 
comes from the settlement of Ciumești-Bostănărie (Pl. V). The stamps from this site are of two 
types: the most common render two concentric circles and, in one case, a dot-in segmented 

29  BĂCUEȚ-CRIȘAN ET AL. 2009, Pl. 162/2,5.
30  NÉMETI 1989, 100, Fig. 19/7.
31  RUSTOIU 2014, Fig. 19.4/5.
32  HOREDT 1945, 197–198, Fig. 5/1, 6/4.
33  ZIRRA 1972, 183, Fig. 10/6.
34  CHIDIOŞAN/IGNAT 1972, grave 18: 559, Pl. 5/2; Pl. 3/8, 4/4.
35  GOLÁŇOVÁ 2018, 130, Fig. 64/7, 10–11, 17.
36  Mannersdorf – RAMSL 2011, Grab 4: 34, Taf. 34/23; Grab 10: 38, Taf. 46/1–2); Grab 29: 46, Taf. 62/4); 

Grab 114: 70–71, Taf. 125/6; Grab 145: 82, Taf. 156/1; Pöttsching – JEREM 1984, Fig. 15; Au – SCHWAPPACH 
1971, 134, Fig. 8; Pottenbrunn – RAMSL 2002, Taf. 69/7, 40/12. The motif is found in more elaborate composi‑
tions on a series of vessels from funerary features belonging to LT B1 and LT B2.

37  JEREM 1984, 68, Fig. 12/1. The ornamental motif appears on a bowl from a LT B dwelling from Sopron.
38  SZABÓ ET AL. 2007, 246, Fig. 49/95.
39  NÉMETI 1988a, grave 180: 58, Fig. 9/8,11.
40  NÉMETI 1992: grave 40: 62, Fig. 4; grave 53: 67, Fig. 6/5; grave 82: 76, Fig.12; grave 101: 80, Fig. 15.
41  RUSTOIU 2014: grave 17: 170, Fig.19.2; grave 28: 172, Fig.19.3/1–2; grave 40: 172, Fig. 19.3/3–4; grave 

41: 172, Fig.19.4/1–2; grave 42: 172, Fig. 19.4/5.
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circle. Themes consist of single or double dotted stamped arches, accompanied by circular 
stamps displayed individually or in triangles. These motifs are frequently found on the bodies 
of large vessels recovered from dwellings I, II, III / 1964 and IV/1965 and, in some cases, on 
shallow and open shapes and on vessels with an arched profile42. Both types of stamps found 
in the Ciumești-Bostănărie settlement were also found in the nearby La Tène settlement from 
Cămin-Malul Crasnei43.

On the middle course of the Mureș River, in the settlement of Gligorești44, on a frag‑
ment of a vessel with an arched profile, there is a stamp with concentric circles, displayed in a 
triangular arrangement and associated with other incised motifs (Pl. X/5).

In the Giarmata-Baraj settlement in the Banat region, a wheel-thrown biconical vessel 
from feature Cx1 is decorated above the maximum diameter with a row of stamped concentric 
circles45 (Pl. III/2). Other fragmentary biconical vessels decorated by stamping with concentric 
circles and spirals, arranged in a frieze, were discovered in the vicinity of the La Tène settle‑
ment46 (Pl. III/3–4).

From a compositional point of view, decorative themes involving circular stamps are 
formed in three ways: by association of stamps, by multiplication of elements, and by articula‑
tion of stamped elements, sometimes all three combined (Fig. 1).

Fig. 1 – Composition of stamped designs. A. Association of stamps: 1. Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii, grave 40; 2. 
Pișcolt, grave 82; 3. Archiud; 4. Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii, grave 42. B. Multiplication of elements: 1a. Pișcolt, 
grave 199; 1b. Ciumești, grave 28. 2. Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii, grave 17. 3a. Aghireș – Sub Pășune, feature 
C53; 3b. Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii, grave 42; 3c. Dipșa. 4a. Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii, grave 17; 4b. Curtuiușeni; 
4c. Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii, grave 42; 5. Fântânele; 6a. Ciumești, grave 6; 6b. Pișcolt, grave 40; 6c. Moftinu 
Mic – Pescărie – A, grave 1. C. Articulation of stamped elements: 1. Pișcolt, grave 180; 2. Fântânele-Dâmbu 
Popii, grave 41; 3a. Archiud; 3b. Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii, grave 42; 4a. Pișcolt, grave 63; 4b. Ciumești-
Bostănărie, L3/1964; 5. Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii, grave 28; 7. Ciumești-Bostănărie, L2/1964.

42  ZIRRA 1980, feature 1/1964: 50, Pl.  XVI/3; feature 2/1964: 55, Pl.XXV/5,7–8 and 56, Pl.  XXIX/4–5; 
feature 3/1964: 59, Pl. XXXII/3; feature 4/1965: 62–63 and Pl. XXXVII/7–8. 

43  NÉMETI 2011, survey excavation 1992,125, Pl. 15/3; L1 feature/1999, 128, Pl. 15/7.
44  FERENCZ 2007, Pl.XXXI/1.
45  URÁK 2020, 20, Pl.IX/1.
46  GOGÂLTAN ET AL. 2011, 19, Fig. 84 – fragments recovered from CX001, S71A, discovered alongside 

fragments of a bronze piece, a clay bead, a bone piercer, and a spindle whorl.
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The first method involves the successive application of two different stamps to obtain a 
composite motif (Fig. 1/A). Such motifs are found on vessels from graves 40 and 42 at Fântânele-
Dâmbu Popii (Fig. 1/A1,4; Pl.  IX/2–3), on a vessel from grave 82 from Pișcolt (Fig. 1/A2; 
Pl. VIII/7) and on a vessel from Archiud (Fig. 1/A3; Pl. X/4).

Multiplying elements involves repetitively applying the same stamp to develop orna‑
ments. The most common are linear arrangements in continuous (Fig.1/B1a-b) or discontin‑
uous friezes (Fig. 1/B2) and the triangular arrangements (Fig. 1/B3a-c). In isolated cases, stamps 
form T-shaped compositions (Fig. 1/B4a), Z-shaped compositions (Fig. 1/B4b) or circular com‑
positions (Fig. 1/B4c), and in some cases they decorate geometric fields (Fig. 1/B5), simple or 
elaborate curvilinear fields (Fig. 1/B6a-c).

Mixed themes, incised and stamped, appear on a vessel from the Fântânele necropolis47 
where groups of five circular stamps decorate incised rhomboid fields (Pl. IX/7), and on an urn 
from grave 6 at Ciumești (LT B2)48, where the stamps populate a wavy band (Pl. VI/5).More 
complex mixed themes appear on a biconical vessel from grave 40 at Pișcolt49, where the circular 
stamps are arranged in an S-shaped field (Pl. VII/4), and on a vessel from grave 1 at Moftinu 
Mic- Pescărie A50, where the composite curvilinear fields, bounded by incised lines, contain 
small dot-in-circle stamps (Pl. VI/7). Researchers have different opinions on the relative chro‑
nology of the context in which the vessel with the S-shaped field filled with concentric stamps 
was found; I. Németi places grave 40 in LT B2b51, while V. Zirra places it in the second phase 
of the necropolis, namely LTB2a52. The vessel from Moftinu Mic has been assigned to LT C 
on the basis of analogies with similar decorations on vessels from the Kósd necropolis and the 
Mukachevo settlement53.

The articulation of stamped elements is achieved by the addition of semicircular incised 
or stamped elements, thus generating ornaments in the form of garlands (Fig. 1/C1) and simple 
(Fig. 1/C2), composite (Fig. 1/C3a-b) or double arches (Fig. 1/C4a-b). In one case, on a vessel 
from grave 28 from Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii, the composition includes connecting elements 
arranged both in a garland and in an arcade (Fig. 1/C5, Pl. IX/6). We also find a unique situa‑
tion on a vessel fragment from L2/1964 from Ciumești-Bostănărie, where the circular stamps 
are articulated by an incised decoration in the form of a tendril (Fig. 1/C6, Pl. V/7).

The earliest ornaments that feature stamps with concentric circles are the incised gar‑
lands supplemented by circles, the circular arrangement of stamps on the base of the vessel, and 
the triangular arrangements; these can be found on vessels from the LT B1/B2 burials from 
Pișcolt and, in LT B2, on vessels from Ciumești and Remetea Mare – Gomila lui Pituţ.

Crescent/ ‘C’ – stamped motifs

Several ceramic fragments from the Biharia workshop are decorated with stamped 
crescent motifs54. The stamps are arranged in horizontal rows, vertical rows, or combinations 
thereof. On some fragments the stamped decoration is combined with circular impressions and 
ring bands (Pl. II/3–8). The fragmentary nature of the material does not allow the morphology 
of the vessels to be determined.

47  ZIRRA 1978, Fig. 2/25, Fig.5/31.
48  ZIRRA 1967, 24, Fig. 10/XI; for relative chronology HOREDT 1973, 301.
49  NÉMETI 1992, 62, Fig.4/4- grave 40.
50  NÉMETI 1987, 107, Fig.15/1.
51  NÉMETI 1993, Fig.8. 
52  ZIRRA 1997, 129, Table 1.
53  NÉMETI 1987, 107.
54  DUMITRAŞCU 1982, 164, Fig. 6/5–6,8–11.
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Fig. 2 – Crescent-stamped vessels. 1 – Šakvice – Bílé břehy; 2 – Pișcolt, grave 108; 3 – Fântânele–Dâmbu Popii, 
grave 59; 4 – Belgrade-Karaburma, grave 41; 5 – Sajópetri – Homoki-Szőlőskert, grave 35/101; 6 – Ludas – 
Varjú-dűlő, grave 657 (digitized after 1 – GOLÁŇOVÁ 2018, Pl. 57/19; 2 – NÉMETI 1992, Fig. 17/13; 3 – 
RUSTOIU 2018, Pl. I/5; 4 – ZEILER 2010, Fig. 53/939; 5 – SZABÓ ET AL. 2018, Pl. XXII/3; 6 – SZABÓ/
TANKÓ 2012, Pl. III/6, Fig. 187).
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In the necropolises from Transylvania and Crișana, the crescent-shaped stamps mainly 
decorate wheel-thrown vessels with handles. Most finds come from cremation graves; the only 
exception being the vessel from grave 108 (LT B2b) from Pișcolt, which is an inhumation 
burial55. In the necropolis of Pișcolt, the crescent motif appears on two vessels; one from grave 
108, where the motif is arranged in a frieze around ​​the maximum diameter and is associated 
with a band of stamped circles arranged on the handle of the vessel (Fig. 2/2; Pl. VII/6), and on 
a vessel from grave 55 (without metal inventory)56, where the stamps are arranged in four rows 
of three elements each, deployed vertically (Pl. VIII/2). In the necropolis of Fântânele-Dâmbu 
Popii two types of crescent-shaped stamps decorate the body and the handle of a vessel from 
grave 59 (LT B2b)57 in a more elaborate composition; the body of the vessel is decorated with 
two horizontal rows of crescent-shaped stamps between which runs an incised register with tri‑
angular fields covered by stamps (Fig. 2/3; Pl. IX/10).

The crescent-shaped stamps are found on two vessels with slightly raised handles 
from the Apahida necropolis, originating from the A. Orosz collection. On one of them, the 
crescent-shaped stamps are arranged around ​​the maximum diameter, below an incised line58 
(Pl. XI/3). On the second vessel, the stamp appears in a combination of ornaments; on the 
base of the vessel four stamped crescents form a rhombus whose corners are bordered by four 
other small crescents, and on the body of the vessel, below an incised line, the decoration 
consists of an arcade of large, stamped crescents at the base of which smaller crescents are 
impressed59 (Pl. XI/2). The ornamental theme on the body of the vessel also appears on the 
kantharos from Blandiana60. 

From the Ciumești necropolis61, two small vessels with handles, decorated with semicir‑
cular stamps arranged in two rows, come from unclear contexts; on one of the vessels the stamps 
are impressed in the form of arcs (Pl. VI/1), on the other vessel the stamp is impressed vertically 
(Pl. VI/2).

Among the stray finds, we can mention two vessels with handles from Dezmir (Pl. XI/5) 
and from Blaj (Pl. XI/6)62, where the motif is arranged both in horizontal registers, on relief 
horizontal ribs, and in vertical registers. Also from an isolated find, this time from Mureș 
County – Bandul de Câmpie63, comes another vessel decorated with two rows of crescent 
motifs (Pl. XI/7).

In the intra-Carpathian region, the crescent decoration also appears on other types of 
vessels, such as the biconical vessel with an elongated neck from the M6 ​​funerary complex at 
Apahida64, decorated with triangular fields formed by stamp impressions (Pl. XI/4). In other 
cases, crescent-shaped stamps strung on a relief band appear on comb-decorated situla-shaped 
vessels. This is the case of a vessel exhibited in the Năsăud Border Museum, which comes from 
a necropolis explored in the Bistrița-Năsăud County.

Comb-decorated situla-shaped vessels associated with a frieze of crescent stamps placed 
under the rim of the vessel are found in numerous settlements from Moravia65, chronologically in 

55  NEMETI 1992, 82, grave 108: Fig. 17/13, inv. no. 4796; ZIRRA 1997, 129, table I.
56  NEMETI 1992, grave 55: Fig 7/3; inv. no. 4603; ZIRRA 1997, 129, table I.
57  RUSTOIU 2018, Pl. I/5.
58  ZIRRA 1976, 140, Fig. 10/3,3a.
59  ZIRRA 1976, 146, Fig. 14/4.
60  RUSTOIU/EGRI 2011, Fig. 20.
61  ZIRRA 1967, 54, 97, Fig. 45 and Pl. XXII – inv. nos. 7062–7063.
62  CRIŞAN 1964, MAC, inv. no. 2443: 91 and Fig. 3/4; Blaj Museum, inv. no. 1188: 88 and Fig. 2/2.
63  ROSKA 1944, 64, Fig.31/2.
64  ZIRRA 1976, 135, Fig.5 – T6/2; cremation in a circular pit, without metal inventory.
65  FILIP 1956, Tab. CXV/2–3,7,11,13,18; CXVI/ 2–3,5–9,11,14–15,18–20.
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the La Tène A-B1 interval66. In a LT A feature from Šakvice – Bílé břehy67 (Fig. 2/1), the stamped 
crescent motif is arranged in horizontal and vertical lines, and completely decorates the body of a 
situla tempered with graphite. An extensive repertoire of the motif decorating situla-shaped vessels 
from LT B-C1 sites in Moravia (82 sites) and neighbouring areas – Bohemia (6 sites), Germany (1 
site), Poland (4 sites), Austria (6 sites), Slovakia (6 sites) – was drawn up by M. Hlava68.

In the necropolis of Belgrade-Karaburma crescent-shaped stamps have been found on 
a pseudo-kantharos from grave 41 (LT B-C1)69; the theme consists of a row of downward-
opening stamps placed in the maximum diameter area, from which vertical rows of the same 
stamp continue towards the neck, intersecting another horizontal row of left-opening crescent 
stamps (Fig. 2/4).

Ilona Hunyady asserted that the crescent motif must have had a significant role in 
Celtic funerary practices and assigned the decoration to phases LT C-D. Although the chrono‑
logical framework is not relevant, as it has been repeatedly re-evaluated for the La Tène sites in 
Hungary70, the observation regarding the association of the crescent motif with the funerary 
practices in the Eastern Carpathian Basin seems valid. Hunyady mentions handled vessels 
decorated with crescent motifs at Radostyán, Mezőkövesd, Gyor-Kálvária, Berettyóújfalu, 
Berekböszörmény, Tiszadob71 and identifies the distribution area of ​​this type of stamp along 
both banks of the Tisza, with the western limit at Gyor-Kálvária and the eastern limit at Bandul 
de Câmpie72. 

Other finds from Hungarian sites can be added to the repertoire of crescent-stamped 
handled vessels. A jug from cremation burial 36 at Vác-gravel pit (LT C1)73 displays crescent 
stamps on the shoulder and handle in a mixed incised-stamped theme. A vessel decorated with 
a stamped horizontal frieze which is also displayed on the twisted handle (Fig. 2/5) comes from 
grave 35/101 (LT C1a) of the Sajópetri – Homoki-Szőlőskert necropolis74. Another vessel deco‑
rated with impressed crescent motifs on the body and handle (Fig. 2/6) comes from the Ludas 
– Varjú-dűlő necropolis (grave 657/ LT C1)75.

From a compositional point of view, the themes containing crescent stamps are formed 
in two ways: by multiplication of the elements and, more rarely, by articulation of the stamped 
elements, as in the case of the Apahida vessel (Pl. XI/2) and of the kantharos from Blandiana. 
In terms of the structure and arrangement of the decoration, the most common arrangement is 
the horizontal juxtaposition of motifs, in single or double friezes. In rare cases, the stamps are 
arranged in vertical rows or in geometric compositions framed or not by incised lines. In most 
cases, the decoration is placed around ​​the maximum diameter; more rarely, the stamped decora‑
tion appears on the neck of the vessel, on handles or on the lower third of the body.

The analysis of the above examples highlights regional specificities and different patterns 
of integration of visual elements into material culture, from the perspective of the archaeological 
context-ceramic form-stamped motif association. In the early La Tène (LT A-B1) the crescent 
motif is found in numerous Moravian settlements on comb-decorated vessels tempered with 

66  GOLÁŇOVÁ 2018, Selective: Biskupice – Ostrov (227, cat. no. 103), Plumlov-Žárovice Poddubí (229, cat. 
no. 121), Lešany 1 (217, cat. no. 40), Kralice na Hané (216, cat. no. 36); Držovice – Díly odvrahoviční (213, cat. 
no.19), Držovice Pastviska (214, cat. no. 21).

67  GOLÁŇOVÁ 2018, 223, Pl. 57/19.
68  HLAVA 2008, 218–222 and maps 4, 4a-b.
69  ZEILER 2010, 172, Fig. 53/939.
70  TANKÓ 2016, 165.
71  HUNYADI 1944, Pl. LXXII/5, LXXIII/5,6, LXXIV/1–3.
72  HUNYADI 1944, 52–53 and map 3; ZIRRA 1967, 97, note 185.
73  HELLEBRANDT 1999, 74–75, Pl. XXXVI/1–5, Fig.70–72.
74  SZABÓ ET AL. 2018, 63, 204, Pl. XXII/3.
75  SZABÓ/TANKÓ 2012, 16, Pl. III/6, Fig. 187.
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graphite, arranged in a frieze below the rim of the vessel. On the same type of vessel, in La Tène 
B-C1, the motif is found over a wide area, with the highest density of finds in Moravia and 
sporadic occurrences in sites in neighbouring areas; the easternmost find is the one in Bistrița-
Năsăud County.

Crescent-shaped stamps appear in the Eastern Carpathian Basin, starting from LT 
B2b and persisting into LT C1, on a number of vessels with raised handles placed in funerary 
settings. The morphology of the crescent stamps and the structure of the decoration do not 
indicate standardised production. The closest analogies for the stamped theme on the pottery 
fragments from Biharia are found on vessels from Dezmir, Šakvice – Bílé bréhy (LT A) and 
Belgrade-Karaburma (LT B-C1).

S-shaped stamped motifs

Stamped motifs in the shape of ‘S’ are reported at the Biharia site on pottery fragments 
from the stoke pit, from the dwelling L1/1980 and from Lutărie I76 (Pl. II/9–14). The stamp 
used on the fragments from the stoke pit and from Lutărie I, in a rectangular cartouche with a 
series of four inverted ‘S’, can be found in rhythmic compositions both on the walls and on the 
handles of vessels (Fig. 3/1a-d). From a compositional point of view, the stamps are arranged 
either in horizontal rows or in groups with a variable number of elements multiplied vertically. 
In some cases the stamps are impressed vertically, in others the position of the stamp alternates 
between vertical and horizontal. Another type of stamp appears impressed on a fragment from 
dwelling L1/1980 (Fig. 3/2); in a rectangular cartouche there is an ‘S’ with nearly joined ends.

In the literature available for the Romanian area, the S-shaped motifs appear in only 
one settlement, at Cicir – La gropi (LT C1)77. In feature B.9, the stamp is found in a rectangular 
cartouche with rounded corners, on a wheel-thrown biconical vessel, repeatedly arranged above 
a horizontal rib (Fig. 3/3), and on another pottery fragment, where only half of a stamp has 
been preserved78 (Pl. III/8). From the Cicir site comes another pottery fragment decorated with 
stamped ‘S’ s, without a cartouche, arranged in a horizontal frieze, discovered during a field 
survey79 (Fig. 3/4).

Stamps with ‘S’, inverted or not, appear in different variations depending on the 
shape of the cartouche containing the motif. E. Jerem analyses four vessels stamped with the 
inverted ‘S’ motif placed in an oval cartouche, from LT B sites located in the area of Lake Fertő/
Neusiedler See-Sopron, Hidegség, Pöttsching (Fig.  4/1), Mannersdorf – and concludes that 
they were modelled in the Sopron-Krautacker workshop80. In the same region, the ‘S’ motif also 
appears without a cartouche, in a horizontal frieze, on biconical vessels from Sopron-Krautacker 
(LT B2 – LT B2/C1)81 (Fig. 4/5) and from the necropolises of Au (LT B-C1), Wolfsthal (LT B1) 
(Fig. 4/3) and Pottenbrunn (LT B1)82.This type of motif can also be found without a cartouche, 
arranged in a frieze, on vessels and pottery fragments from Bohemia, such as from the site of 

76  DUMITRAȘCU 1979, 48, Fig.2; DUMITRAȘCU 1982, 160–161, Fig. 2/2,4–5, Fig. 3/7; DUMITRAȘCU 
1994, 125, 130, Pls. LIII/11–12,14–16; XXX/4, LI/3.

77  RUSTOIU 2013, 8.
78  URÁK 2020, 125, Pl. LXXXVI/2, 4.
79  PĂDUREANU 1979, 149, Pl. VI/9; the location of the discovery is generically described west of Vladimirescu 

commune, on the left side of the Arad-Deva Road.
80  JEREM 1984, 71–76, Fig. 16. For the chronological assignment of vessels from Pöttsching: ZEILER 2010, 

grave 26/LTB1, 168, cat. no. 844, Taf. 43 and from Mannersdorf: RAMSL 2011, grave 127/LT B1c-B2a, abb. 177, 
Pl.147/8.

81  ZEILER 2011, Pl.11/2, 387, Lt B2 – Lt B2/C1.
82  ZEILER 2010, Au (grave 10/LT B-C1): 160, Taf.  32/667, Wolfsthal (grave 1/LT B1): 170, Taf.  47/878, 

Pottenbrunn (grave 1005/LT B1): 167, Taf.42/832.
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Fig. 3 – S-shaped stamped motifs. 1.a-d – Biharia, pottery fragments from the stoke-pit, and from Lutărie 
I; 2 – Biharia, L1/1980; 3 – Cicir – La gropi, feature B. 9; 4 – Cicir – La gropi, stray find (digitized after 
1 – DUMITRAȘCU 1979, Fig. 2; DUMITRAȘCU 1982, Figs. 2/2, 4–5; 3/7; 2 – DUMITRAȘCU 1994, 
Pl. LI/3; 3 – URÁK 2020, Pl. LXXXVI/4; 4 – PĂDUREANU 1979, Pl. VI/9).
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Fig. 4 – S-stamped themes from Carpathian Basin. 1 – Pöttsching, grave 26; 2 – Maňa, grave 62; 3 – Wolfsthal; 
4 – Pécine; 5 – Sopron-Krautacker; 6 – Šal’a-Veča; 7 – Cicir – La gropi, feature B. 9 (digitized after 1 – 
ZEILER 2010, Pl. 43; 2 – ZEILER 2010, Pl. 40/811; 3 – ZEILER 2010, Pl. 47/878; 4 – ZEILER 2010, 
Pl. 42/829; 5 – ZEILER 2011, Pl. 11/2; 6 – BŘEZINOVÁ 1996, Fig. 5/5; 7 – URÁK 2020, Pl. LXXXVI/4).
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Honice I83 and the sites of Sedlo u Sušice, Dobev and Velká Turná84, where the motif decorates 
a situla vessel and is associated with a cross motif. 

In south-western Slovakia, the inverted ‘S’ arranged in a discontinuous horizontal frieze 
appears on a biconical vessel from the Maňa necropolis (grave 62/LT B1)85 (Fig. 4/2). The ‘S’ in 
the classical position appears on pottery sherds from the settlements at Šal’a-Veča (LT B2-C1)86, 
where two types of stamps arranged in friezes are associated (Fig. 4/6) and from Nitra Šindolka 
(LT B2/C1 – LT C2/LT D1)87, where the stamp is placed in a rectangular cartouche with 
rounded corners. The same type of cartouche is found in the Middle La Tène in the settlements 
of Biharia and Cicir – La gropi, but also south of the Danube, in the necropolis of Pécine (LT 
B2)88 (Fig. 4/4). The only instances where the stamp is arranged in both horizontal and vertical 
positions on the same vessel are in Biharia and Pécine, with the difference that the ‘S’ design is 
reversed in Biharia.

Analysing the above examples, we can conclude that in the Carpathian Basin the 
‘S’-shaped stamped elements are relatively common starting from LT B and continue to be used 
in the following phases. In LT B this motif is associated with the motif of stamped concentric 
circles. With the exception of the Bohemian area, ‘S’ stamps decorate biconical vessels, the most 
common composition being the horizontal frieze.

Stamps rendering an ‘S’ without a label appear in continuous or interrupted friezes 
from LT B1 on biconical vessels from the Lake Fertő/Neusiedler See area (Hungary and Lower 
Austria) and in LT B2/C1 on ceramic fragments from south-western Slovakia; the fragment 
from Cicir is the easternmost find. The pottery fragments from Biharia are somewhat atypical in 
that they also decorate vessels with handles, as well as in terms of the morphology of the stamp 
and the compositions in which the stamp is printed on the pottery fragments.

Lyre and Double-Lyre stamps 

A small pottery assemblage decorated with a double-lyre motif in a rectangular car‑
touche was recovered from a pottery workshop at the Orosia site; the stamps were impressed 
on four pottery fragments from the kiln’s combustion chamber (feature 95) and on a biconical 
vessel from a possible pottery workshop, feature 9789. The Orosia stamp consists of two dif‑
ferently composed lyres – back-to-back and facing ‘S’s, arranged vertically, each enclosed in a 
rectangle.

Two fragments of a wheel-thrown vessel (vessel A) recovered from kiln 95 are stamped 
with the double lyre motif, placed vertically on the vessel wall, and arranged in a frieze (Fig. 5/1a; 
Pl. I/6). On the fragments belonging to vessel B the double-lyre stamped motif forms a ‘U’ and 
is associated with a stamp with concentric circles (Fig. 5/1b-c, Pl. I/4–5). On the biconical vessel 
from feature 97 the stamp is arranged in a frieze consisting of groups of three stamped elements 
(Fig. 5/1d; Pl. I/7).

Among the finds from the Middle La Tène settlement at Cuci – Site 1, located 1.75 km 
from the Orosia pottery workshop90 are two more pottery fragments belonging to a biconical 
vessel decorated with a similar stamp arranged in a frieze. The stamp consists of two differently 

83  VENCLOVÁ ET AL.2001, Pl. 23/11.
84  FILIP 1956, Fig.55/1–3,7.
85  ZEILER 2010, 166, Taf.40/811.
86  BŘEZINOVÁ 1996, 143, Fig. 5/5.
87  BŘEZINOVÁ 2000, Pl.25/5.
88  ZEILER 2010, Pécine (grave 3 982/LT B2): 167, Taf. 42/829.
89  URÁK 2018, 198, Pl. II/b-e, III/3, cat. no. 21.
90  URÁK 2018, 199, Pl. III/1, cat. no. 19.
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composed lyres–back-to-back and facing ‘S’s, vertically arranged, each enclosed in a rectangle 
(Fig. 5/2; Pl. XI/8).

A pottery sherd decorated with a double-lyre stamp found in feature Cx1/2016 at 
the Carei-Bobald 2B site has recently been published91. The site is located in north-western 
Romania in the vicinity of the Carei-Bobald I site, a La Tène settlement with pottery kilns. The 
design is enclosed in a rectangular label with rounded corners and has raised circles between the 
‘S’ letters (Fig. 5/3).

In western Romania the lyre motif occurs on biconical vessels; in a square label the 
stamp appears on a fragmentary vessel found during the preventive archaeological research at 
the Timișoara-Freidorf site92 (Fig. 5/5; Pl.III/6) and enclosed in a rectangle a lyre stamp deco‑
rates an urn from a funerary context (grave 11, dated in LT B2) from Remetea Mare93 (Fig. 5/4; 

91  GYURKA ET AL. 2021, 144, 15. tábla 11.
92  URÁK 2018, 204, cat. no.14, Fig. 1/14; GEORGESCU 2019, 170.
93  URÁK 2018, 204, cat. no. 13; MEGAW/MEGAW 2006, 371, cat. no. 15, Fig. 21.

Fig. 5 – Lyre and double-lyre stamped vessels. 1 – Orosia. a-c – feature 95, d – feature 97; 2 – Cuci, feature 91; 
3 – Carei–Bobald 2B, feature 1/2016; 4 – Remetea Mare, grave 11; 5 – Timișoara – Freidorf; 6 – Gligorești–
Holoame (1–2, 5–6 – after URÁK 2018, Pls. II/a-e; III/1,3; Figs. 1/4, 14; 3 – digitized after GYURKA ET 
AL. 2021, 15. tábla 11 and photo N. NAGY, 4 – digitized after MEGAW/MEGAW 2006, Fig. 21).
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Pl. III/5). Another square stamp with a lyre is mentioned on a wheel-thrown wall fragment from 
a complex dated LT C1 from the Gligorești-Holoame settlement (Cluj County)94 (Fig. 5/6).

Analysing the examples above, it can be concluded that the lyre stamps are vertically 
displayed on the vessels and are usually arranged in a frieze in which one element or groupings 
of several elements are repeated. Most often the stamped decoration is associated with incised or 
embossed bands and in one case the double-lyre stamp is associated with another type of stamp. 
Where the vessel types have been reconstructed, they are biconical and the decoration adorns 
the upper part of the vessels.

In terms of the archaeological contexts from which they were recovered, the vessels 
mostly come from settlements. In these cases, either the artefacts with chronological potential 
have not yet been published, as in the case of the Orosia and Cuci sites, or the context has not 
been published, as in the case of Timișoara-Freidorf and Gilgorești. The only exception is the 
vessel from Remetea Mare, found in a cremation grave, together with a Duchcov-type fibula, an 
iron sword and a pair of bracelets with knots95. 

Analyses of the symbolism and development of the motif, as well as catalogues 
of vessels bearing the lyre motif and distribution maps, can be found in the articles by 
J. V. S. Megaw-M. R. Megaw96 and M. Urak97. The discoveries are primarily focused in the 
Eastern and Central European region. The latest catalogue identifies 15 locations for lyre 
stamped vessels, two locations for hybrid lyre and five locations for double-lyre98. 

In Hungary, the vessels stamped with the single or double-lyre motif (Pl. XII) come 
from both funerary contexts and settlements. Relative dating is available for a limited number of 
contexts such as grave 23 (LT B2) from Kistokaj-Kültelkek and the LT B2/C1 settlements from 
Ménfőcsanak-Szeles dűlő and Sajópetri-Hosszú-dűlő99, where only small pottery fragments were 
found. The shapes of the vessels decorated with these stamps are varied and differ from site to 
site. Low, open shapes appear at Kistokaj-Kültelkek (Pl.XII/1) and Koroncó-Újtelep (Pl.XII/2), 
and biconical forms at Kosd (Pl.XII/3) and Körösszegapáti (Pl.XII/4), where the vessel has a 
handle. Decorative themes are not repeated within a single site or between different sites. The 
layouts are in discontinuous frieze (Pl.XII/1), continuous frieze (Pl.XII/7) or in which different 
stamps alternate (Pl.XII/4); on the Kosd vessel the stamps are arranged in groups of 7, 4, 6, 8 
elements (Pl. XII/3). Stamps with identical morphology appear within the same site on two pot‑
tery fragments from Sajópetri-Hosszú-dűlő, features Cx. 02.B.20 and Cx. 03.B.73100. M. Urák 
concludes from the visual analysis of the the double-lyre stamps from Bököny and Cuci that 
they were made with the same tool, mentioning that archaeometric analysis will be able to con‑
firm or deny this101.

In Austria, three locations with vessels decorated with the lyre/double-lyre motif 
have been recorded. From grave 111 (LT B1) at Bad Dürrnberg-bei-Hallein-Putzenkopf102 
(Pl. XIII/1) comes a biconical vessel decorated with five groups of three simple lyre stamps, 
each in a square cartouche, in association with other stamp decorations arranged in garlands 
and arches. From an isolated find at Bad Dürrnberg-bei-Hallein-Ramsautal comes a fragment 

94  URÁK 2018, 203, cat. no. 4, Fig. 1/4.
95  MEGAW/MEGAW 2006, 37.
96  MEGAW/MEGAW 2006.
97  URÁK 2018.
98  URÁK 2018, 203–206.
99  URÁK 2018, 203–205, cat. no. 5, 11, 17.
100  SZABÓ ET AL.2007, 136, Pls. CXVI/1, 192; CXXXV/1.
101  URÁK 2018, 202.
102  MEGAW/MEGAW 2006, 370, Fig. 2.5; 9; ZEILER 2010, 162, Taf. 34/716; URÁK 2018, 203, cat. no. 1, 

Fig. 1/1.
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of a vessel decorated with a lyre stamp in a square cartouche with a small diamond in the centre, 
arranged horizontally in a frieze of three elements and displayed twice vertically103 (Pl. XIII/2). 
A double-lyre stamp in a rectangular cartouche decorates the interior of an omphalos bowl 
recovered from cremation grave 16 (LT B2) at Guntramsdorf104.

In Slovakia, a simple lyre stamp is found in an identical theme on two fragmentary 
biconical vessels, one from Komjatice (inhumation grave 1)105 and the other from an isolated 
find from Nové Zámky106 (Pl. XIII/4–5). Another lyre stamp with a raised central circle, placed 
three times above an incised girdle, decorates a ceramic fragment from a burial find at Žitavce107 
(Pl. XIII/6), and a double-lyre stamp decorates a pottery fragment from Maňa, cremation grave 
81108 (Pl. XIII/7).

Funerary discoveries in Germany include two vessels that bear the stamped motif of 
the lyre and the double-lyre, in conjunction with other stamped motifs. The interior of an 
omphalos bowl from Cröbern-Hopfenberg109 is decorated with a lyre stamp in a rectangular 
cartouche displayed four times around a circular stamp (Pl. XIII/3). A double-lyre stamp in 
a rectangular cartouche arranged in a frieze, along with seven other distinct stamps, decorates 
a hand-shaped biconical vessel (Fig. 6/1) recovered from inhumation grave no. 3 (LT B1) at 
Worms “Rädergewann”110. 

The earliest occurrences of the lyre motif, either single or double, are in LT B1 in Western 
Europe. In LT B2 the lyre motif appears on vessels in NE Hungary, at Kistokaj-Kültelkek, and 
in Western Romania at Remetea Mare. The motifs decorate various shapes of vessels, the decora‑
tive themes being arranged either around ​​the maximum diameter or on the neck of the vessels 
in the case of closed shapes, or on the bottom of the vessels in compositions adapted to the 
assigned field in the case of open shapes.

Cross-stamped motifs

At Biharia site, Lutărie I111, a pottery fragment displayed a stamp enclosed in a rectan‑
gular cartouche. The stamp features a cross motif with circles in the open spaces, arranged in two 
horizontal rows (Pl. II/15). Excavations carried out in 1972–73 did not lead to the identifica‑
tion of any features or structures; La Tène artefacts recovered include an eye-decorated bead, a 
bronze link, and a bronze rhomboid nail112.

The cross motif (St. Andrew’s cross) with circles between the arms, in a rectangular car‑
touche with rounded corners, decorates, together with seven other different stamps, a biconical 
hand-shaped vessel, from inhumation burial no.  3 (LT B1) from Worms “Rädergewann”113 
(Fig. 6/1). From another inhumation grave, from the La Tène B2-C1 necropolis at Körösszegapáti 
comes a fragment of a vessel decorated with the same type of stamp114 (Fig. 6/3). Arranged in a 

103  MEGAW/MEGAW 2006, 370, Fig. 10; URÁK 2018, 203, cat. no. 2, Fig. 1/2.
104  MEGAW/MEGAW 2006, 370, Fig. 2.7; URÁK 2018, 205, cat. no. 20, Fig. 1/20.
105  SCHWAPPACH 2014b, 9; URÁK 2018, 203, cat. no. 6, Fig. 1/6, with the previous bibliography.
106  STEGMANN-RAJTÁR 2009, Tab. XVIII/12; URÁK 2018, 204, cat. no.12, Fig. 1/12.
107  URÁK 2018, 204, cat. no. 15, Fig. 1/15, with the previous bibliography.
108  BENADÍK 1983, 41, Taf. XXX/4 – grave with no other inventory. URÁK 2018, 204, cat. no. 10, Fig. 1/10.
109  URÁK 2018, 203, cat. no. 3, Fig. 1/3, with the previous bibliography.
110  CABANILLAS DE LA TORRE 2015, 421, 451 (chronological framework), Fig. 4.36; URÁK 2018, 206, 

cat. no 22, Fig. 1/22.
111  DUMITRAȘCU 1994, Pl. XXX/1.
112  DUMITRAȘCU 1994, 72, 132, Pl. XXX.
113  SCHWAPPACH 2013, 71; CABANILLAS DE LA TORRE 2015, 421, 451 (chronological framework), 

Fig. 4.36.
114  NEPPER 1976, 15, 29, Fig.14.
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Fig. 6 – Cross-stamped motifs and themes. 1 – Worms “Rädergewann”, grave 3; 2 – Rezi, funerary context; 
3 – Körösszegapáti, funerary context; 4 – Rácalmás–Kulcsi, funerary context; 5 – Malé Kosihy, grave 109; 6 
– Landau-Wollmesheim, grave 2 (digitized after 1 – CABANILLAS DE LA TORRE 2015, Fig. 4.36; 2, 4–5 
– RUSTOIU 2018, Pl. III/1–3; 3 – NEPPER 1976, Fig. 14; 6 – ZEILER 2010, No. 34-Pl. 2).
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horizontal frieze, the motif also appears on two bronze bracelets, open at one end, discovered in 
the Maňa necropolis (inhumation grave 47/LT B2b)115.

Analyses of the St. Andrew’s Cross motif have been carried out by researchers M. Zeiler116 
and A. Rustoiu117, in the wider context of geometric ornaments. The stamped motif is rarely 
documented in the Carpathian Basin during the La Tène period.

Several variants of the cross motif appear on vessels from Transdanubia in association 
with concentric circle stamps: at Rezi, in a LT B2a grave (Fig. 6/2) and at Rácalmás-Kulcsi 
(LT B2/LT C1)118. The stamp on the vessel from Rácalmás-Kulcsi (Fig. 6/4), discovered in an 
inhumation grave during the renovation of the Chudó restaurant, is found on four other ves‑
sels in the same composition and on the same type of biconical vessel. One of the vessels was 
also discovered at Rácalmás-Kulcs, national road no. 6 and three others in the Veszprém-Jutas 
necropolis119, about 75 km from the first sites.

In south-western Slovakia, on a biconical vessel from the Malé Kosihy necropolis (grave 
109/LT C1)120, the motif appears in association with another cruciform stamp in a square car‑
touche (Fig. 6/5). In Bohemia, at Velká Turná, cruciform stamps without labels appear on two 
vessels in association with other stamp motifs, and at Dobev, a small pottery fragment is deco‑
rated with cruciform stamps and ‘S’ stamps121.

In Western Europe, cruciform stamps have also been reported on the bottom of a vessel 
from the Bad Nauheim settlement122, on a pottery fragment from Pritschöna/Merseburg123 and 
on a vessel discovered at Landau-Wollmesheim (grave 2/LT C1)124, in a variant in rectangular 
label with five ‘X’s (Fig. 6/6).

The cruciform stamps appear in most cases on shallow and open biconical vessel shapes 
and in a few cases on high biconical vessels, such as the stamped vessel from Worms or the situla-
shaped vessel at Velká Turná. In most cases the stamped decoration is positioned on the upper 
half of the vessel.

Chronologically, the earliest appearance of the stamp depicting the cross of St. Andrew 
with circles between the arms is in LT B1. In the Carpathian Basin, this stamp type appears on 
pottery and jewellry in LT B2b, but variants of the cruciform motif circulate in the LT B2a-LT 
C1 time frame. In the case of the pottery fragments from Biharia and Körösszegapáti, the stamp 
morphology and the short distance between the two sites, about 25 km, support the possibility 
that they were produced by the same pottery workshop.

Discussion

The analysis of the stamped decoration on 91 vessels and ceramic fragments from 25 
sites in Romania (Table 1) generated a repertoire of stamps from our region (Fig. 7).

A primary classification of stamps divides the motifs into six categories, numbered I to 
VI, according to the morphology of the stamp and the elements represented. The first category, 
containing circular motifs, is the best represented in terms of both variety and number of vessels 

115  BENADÍK 1983, 32, Taf. XX: grave 47/4–5; ZEILER 2010, 153.
116  ZEILER 2010, 117, Fig. 88.
117  RUSTOIU 2018, Figs. 2–3.
118  RUSTOIU 2018, 124, Fig.1, Pl. III/1,3.
119  PATAY 1963, 67–68, Fig.4/1–5, Veszprém Muz., inv. no. 55.324.21, 55.324.30, 55.324.42; SCHWAPPACH 

2014a, 10–14.
120  RUSTOIU 2018, Pl.III/2.
121  FILIP 1956, 183, Abb. 55/3,5.
122  SCHWAPPACH 1977, Abb. 26/3.
123  MÜLLER/MÜLLER 1977, 236, Abb. 11/5.
124  ZEILER 2010,132, No. 34-Taf. 2.
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decorated with this motif. Categories II–IV contain curvilinear motifs (semicircles, S’s, and 
lyre), category V is represented by a single fragment decorated with a cruciform motif, and the 
last category contains other types of stamps. According to their common characteristics, we 
established the subcategories A – simple motif, B – multiplied motif, C – segmented motif, D, 
E, F- composite motif, divided according to the basic elements and G-decomposed motif.

This typology is largely inspired by that of Cabanillas de la Torre125, which was adapted 
from a framework developed by Ruiz Rodríguez and Nocete Calvo126.

The basic motifs – concentric circles, crescents, S’s, lyres, and cruciform motifs – are 
common to different mediums of craft expression and are territorially widespread, being found 
with varying intensity throughout the Carpathian Basin. In the ornamental repertoire used in 
other crafts, the concentric circles motif appears in the second horizon (LT B2a) of the Pișcolt 
necropolis, in grave 1 decorating a spear-shaped buckle holder, and in grave ​​189, decorating a 
brooch127. In the fourth horizon (LT C1), the motif decorates an iron plate belt in grave 51 and a 
spear-shaped belt buckle in grave 77128. In the Aiud necropolis, two pieces are ornamented with 
concentric circles, a sword scabbard (LT B2) and a bronze-plated iron appliqué129. The crescent 
motif appears in a composition of four elements on a Late La Tène type brooch discovered at 
Sărăcsău130. The inverted ‘S’ motif decorates a sword scabbard from grave 124 at Pișcolt131 and 
the ‘S’ motif appears on a Middle La Tène type silver brooch discovered at Ohaba-Ponor Bordu 

125  CABANILLAS DE LA TORRE 2015, 75–76, 88.
126  RUIZ RODRÍGUEZ/NOCETE CALVO 1981.
127  NÉMETI 1989, grave 1: 75, Fig. 1/9, inv. no. 2308; grave 189: 100, Fig. 20/1, inv. no. 5292.
128  NÉMETI 1992, grave 51: 67, Fig.6/4, inv. no. 4590; grave 77: 74, 76, Fig. 12/4a, inv. no. 4675–4676.
129  FERENCZ 2007, 124, Pl. XI/1,3–4, 140, Pl. X/2.
130  ZIRRA 2017, 287, Pl. 122/5.
131  NÉMETI 1989, grave 124: 86, Fig. 8/1b, inv. no. 4900, grave 124 – LT B2a. ZIRRA 1997, grave 124 

–LTB2b.

Fig. 7 – Typology of stamped motifs from Transylvania, W and NW Romania.
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Mare132 and on another bronze brooch found at Pruniș133. On some artefacts, such as the case 
of the scabbard from grave 12/1964 (LT C1) from Ciumești, a series of characteristic motifs 
appear, namely circles, S’s, lyre and triskele134. Another example is the bronze torque, made of 
discs filled with white and black paste, found in tomb108 (LT B2b) at Pișcolt, decorated with 
Ss and lyres135. In addition to the regions mentioned in our analysis, these decorative motifs are 
also found in Armorica136 and the Iberian Peninsula137.

In the decorative reper‑
toire of pottery, the basic motifs 
are reproduced using different 
techniques. For example, the 
‘S’ motif is reproduced in 
the incised technique on the 
vessel fragment from grave 40 
at Pișcolt138 (Fig.  8/1), in the 
impressed technique on the 
boot vessel from grave 16/1968 
at Curtuiușeni139 (Fig. 8/2) and 
in the stamped version on the 
vessel from feature B.9 from 
Cicir – La gropi settlement140 
(Fig. 8/3).

The most common 
decorative themes devel‑
oped with stamped motifs are 
the horizontal friezes placed 
around ​​the maximum diam‑
eter of the vessels or in their 
upper half. The thematic rep‑
ertoire is relatively varied and 
includes horizontal articulated 
friezes (Pl. V/3–6, 8–11; VI/3; 
VII/1), groups of articulated 
motifs (Pl.  IX/2, 4–6), vertical 
friezes (Pl. XI/5–6), and cluster 
arrangements (Pl.  IV/3). The 
greatest variety is to be found in 
themes stamped with circular 
motifs.

Complex decorative schemes are rare and appear punctually in the case of mixed tech‑
niques, such as incising-stamping. We can include in this category the decorations on the 

132  FERENCZ 2007, 110, Fig. CV/3.
133  ZIRRA 2017, 280, Pl. 115/2.
134  ZIRRA 1967, 32, 77, Fig. 13.
135  NÉMETI 1992, grave 108: 82, Fig. 18/11, inv. no. 4807.
136  SCHWAPPACH 1969, 216, Fig. 1; CABANILLAS DE LA TORRE 2015, Fig. 3.12.
137  CABANILLAS DE LA TORRE 2015, Figs. 2.14; 2.56; 6.15.
138  NÉMETI 1993, Fig. 8.
139  TELEAGĂ 2008, 137, Taf. 16/1–3, Appendix 3.
140  URÁK 2020, 125, Pl. LXXXVI/4.

Fig. 8 – Techniques for representing the ‘S’ motif. 1. Incision; 2. 
Impression; 3. Stamping (digitized after 1 – NÉMETI 1993, Fig. 8; 
2 – TELEAGĂ 2008, Taf. 16/1–3; 3 – URÁK 2020, Pl. LXXXVI/4).
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Fig. 9 – Diachronic repertory of stamped and mixed themes.

biconical vessel from grave 40 at Pișcolt (Pl. VII/4), on the vessel from grave 1 at Moftinu Mic 
– Pescarie A (Pl. VI/7) or on the vessel from grave 59 at Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii (Pl. IX/10).

The diachronic analysis of decorative themes (Fig.  9) reveals a greater diversity of 
stamped (Ts) and mixed (Tm) themes in LT C1 compared to earlier periods. This aspect is 
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further influenced by the observation that, for the early horizon LTB1/B2 and for LT B2, con‑
texts with chronologically sensitive inventories are significantly less represented quantitatively. 
The analysis also suggests an increase in the level of complexity of stamped and mixed themes 
from LTB2 onwards.

The earliest themes with concentric stamps are the circular arrangements of stamps 
on the base of the vessels (Fig. 9/Ts1) and incised garlands complemented by stamped circles 
(Fig. 9/Tm1), found on vessels from grave 180 (LT B1/B2) at Pișcolt. Within the same chrono‑
logical horizon, a situla-shaped vessel discovered in grave 139 at Pișcolt stands out, characterised 
by a double frieze of quatrefoil stamps (Fig. 9/Ts2).

In LT B2 the stamped themes include, along with concentric circle motifs, the lyre 
motif decorating a vessel from Remetea Mare (Fig. 9/Ts3) and crescent motifs decorating ves‑
sels from the Pișcolt and Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii necropolises (Fig. 9/Ts4, Tm4). Mixed themes 
combine incised, curvilinear (Fig. 9/Tm2, Tm3) or angular (Fig. 9/Tm4) fields, with stamped 
decoration.

Articulated themes (Fig.  9/Ts8-Ts11; Tm8-Tm10), which are more consistently rep‑
resented in the necropolis of Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii (Pl.  IX/2, 4–6) and in the Ciumești-
Bostănărie settlement (Pl. V), have a high weight within the stamped and mixed themes of LT 
C1. Composite motifs (Fig. 1/A) seem to be distinctive features of the LT C1 period. Rounding 
out the repertoire of circular and semicircular motifs come the inverted ‘S’ motifs (Fig. 9/Ts6), 
and crescent motifs, which appear as early as LT B2b but continue to be used. Within the mixed 
themes, incised bands associated with stamped motifs appear as a novelty element (Fig. 9/Tm5, 
Tm6).

The compositions are in connection with the shape of the vessels and decorate spe‑
cific parts, the most frequently decorated areas being the area of ​​the maximum diameter, the 
shoulder, and the register under the rim of the vessel.

In our region, stamped motifs arranged in circular compositions inside shallow, open 
vessel forms are less frequently reported; they appear in pottery assemblages from the necropo‑
lises of Pișcolt (Pl. VII/2) and Tărian (Pl. IV/1,2). Exceptionally, stamped motifs decorate the 
outside of certain vessel bases, exemplified by the handled vessels from Dindești (Pl. VI/6) and 
Apahida (Pl. XI/2), or the lower register of the vessel, as observed in the handled vessel from 
Dezmir (Pl. XI/5).

The morphology of the vessels decorated by the stamping technique is varied. An analysis 
of the pottery assemblages within the funerary complexes of Pișcolt, Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii, 
and Remetea Mare, contextualised chronologically through metal inventories, delineates the 
formal repertoire of stamped vessels across different chronological stages.

Three vessels exhibiting stamped decoration come from the first horizon of the Pișcolt 
necropolis (LT B1/B2). A distinctive manifestation of the Early La Tène period is exemplified 
by the omphalos bowl (Fig. 10/1), Németi H1 type141; this shallow, open vessel features an inte‑
rior decoration concentrated on the base. The other two vessels are tall and closed shapes, with 
a rounded profile and the decoration positioned around the maximum diameter. Specifically, 
Fig. 10/2- corresponds to the Németi K9 type142 while Fig. 10/3 represents the situla-shaped 
vessel, Németi – I1 type143. 

Within the LT B2 phase, both medium and shallow vessels feature stamp decorations, 
exemplified by the biconical urn found at Remetea Mare, classified as the Németi K8 type144 

141  NÉMETI 1988a, Fig. 9/8;NÉMETI 1988b, 100, Fig. 8/8.
142  NÉMETI 1988a, Fig. 9/11; NÉMETI 1988b, 104, Fig. 9/14.
143  NÉMETI 1988a, Fig. 6/2; NÉMETI 1988b, 102, Fig. 8/14.
144  MEGAW/MEGAW 2006, Fig. 21; NÉMETI 1988b, 104.
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Fig. 11 – Morphology of vessels with stamped decoration in LT C1. 1–3, 5–8 – Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii; 
graves 17, 40–42; 4, 9–10 – Pișcolt, grave 109 and grave 82 (digitized after 1–3, 5–8 – RUSTOIU 2014a, 
Figs. 19.2, 19.3/4, 19.4; 4, 9–10 – NÉMETI 1992, Figs. 19/6; 12/5,7).

Fig. 10 – Morphology of vessels with stamped decoration in LT B1/B2 (1–3) and LT B2 (4–6). 1–3, 6 – 
Pișcolt: 1–2 grave 180; 3 grave 139, 6 grave 108. 4 – Remetea Mare, grave 11; 5 – Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii, 
grave 59 (digitized after 1–3 – NÉMETI 1988a, Figs. 9/8,11; 6/2; 4 – MEGAW/MEGAW 2006, Fig. 21; 
5 – RUSTOIU 2018, Pl. I/5; 6 – NÉMETI 1992, Fig. 17/13).
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(Fig.  10/4) and by the handled vessels (LTB2b) from Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii-Németi GI.1 
type145 (Fig. 10/5) and Pișcolt- Németi GI.3 type146 (Fig. 10/6).

In the LTC1 phase, vessels decorated by stamping generally have medium and tall, 
enclosed configurations, characterized by a biconical profile, as illustrated in Figs. 11/5, 7, and 
8, or alternatively, a rounded shape- Németi K5 type147 (Figs. 11/6, 9, 10). Similarly to the 
antecedent phase, the stamped ornamentation is evident on vessels featuring handles (Fig. 11/1- 
Németi GII.1 type; Fig. 11/2- Németi GI.3 type; Fig. 11/4 – Németi GI.5 type148). Additionally, 
in a singular instance, stamped motifs are observed on a medium, open biconical form, type 
Németi J2149 (Fig. 11/3).

From a chronological perspective, the stamped motifs lack inherent significance. The 
decoration on the Worms “Rädergewann” vessel (Fig. 6/1) places a number of stamped motifs 
in LT B1, including the double-lyre, cruciform motifs, and thetriskele. The diachronic examina‑
tion of basic stamped motifs (see Figs. 2, 4, 6) shows their continued presence in the Carpathian 
Basin until at least the end of the La Tène C1 period. This observation also applies to the decora‑
tive motifs within a horizontal frieze as well.

***

Analyses that have the potential to yield conclusions of chronological significance 
include relational examinations encompassing decorative motifs, ornamental themes, vessel 
morphology, and archaeological context. While the corpus under consideration for the present 
analysis is limited in scale, it has nevertheless prompted the formulation of certain conclusions.

The examination of pottery assemblages stamped with circular motifs has revealed that 
a distinguishing attribute of the LT C1 phase within the scrutinized region is the interplay 
between composite motifs, articulated themes, and the prevalence of tall and closed vessel forms.

The analysis of pottery assemblages stamped with crescent motifs has brought to the 
fore regional specificities and diverse dynamics in the assimilation of visual elements into mate‑
rial culture. A distinctive regional characteristic for the Eastern Carpathian Basin is discerned 
through the deposition of raised-handled vessels stamped with crescent motifs in funerary con‑
texts, commencing in LT B2b phase and persisting into LT C1150.

The examination of stamped pottery at the Biharia site suggests a necessity for a reas‑
sessment of the chronological framework of the site151 or the phasing of habitation within the 
La Tène settlement. Within the broader context of analogies drawn from the Carpathian Basin, 
the stamped pottery assemblage points toward the LTB2/C1 period.

On a micro-regional scale, the examination of stamped pottery reveals a cohesion between 
production and consumption environments within short distances. In this context, notable cor‑
relations arise, such as the association between the vessel stamped with concentric circles from 
Biharia (Pl. II/1) and a comparable one from grave 20 in the Curtuiușeni necropolis (Pl. IV/6), as 
well as the interconnection of fragments from Biharia with those from Körösszegapáti featuring a 
cross motif with circles in the vacant fields. Furthermore, in instances where both the settlement 
and necropolis have been investigated concurrently, as exemplified in Ciumești, the perceptible 
coherence of stamped motifs and themes becomes apparent (Pl. V; VI/3).

145  NÉMETI 1988b, 99; RUSTOIU 2018, Pl. I/5.
146  NÉMETI 1988b, 100, Fig. 7/20; NÉMETI 1992, Fig. 17/13.
147  NÉMETI 1988b, 104, Fig. 9/7.
148  NÉMETI 1988b, 100.
149  NÉMETI 1988b, 102.
150  Observation made by HUNYADI 1944, 52–53, map 3, with a different relative chronology.
151  DUMITRAȘCU 1994, 133–134, assigns the site to the LT D phase through ceramic analogies; MEGAW/

MEGAW 2006, 378, suggests, albeit without providing substantiating arguments, the beginning of LT C2.
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Consistency in the use of certain motifs and decorative themes suggests a measure of 
technological standardization and the establishment of a widely acknowledged visual coding 
system. A notable level of standardization appears in the pottery assemblage from the Ciumești-
Bostănărie settlement (Pl. V/1–11), which exhibits correlations with the pottery fragments from 
Cămin-Malul Crasnei site (Pl. V/12–13). Notably, in adjacent regions, instances of spatial dis‑
tribution featuring themes with a pronounced degree of similarity do not extend beyond a 
radius of 100 km152.

Interactions over medium and long distances require a more complex analysis. M. Urák 
has initiated a basis for discussion, addressing the double-lyre stamps discovered in Bököny and 
Cuci. Another facet of the discourse revolves around the situla-shaped vessel featuring comb 
decoration and crescent impressions displayed in the Năsăud Border Museum, a decorative 
theme with its center of diffusion located in Moravia, and extensions reaching into Austria and 
Slovakia.
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Pl. I. Pottery with stamped decoration. 1–3 – Aghireș – Sub Pășune, fragments recovered from the pottery 
kilns and the stoke-pit, features 53, 53/1, 53/2. 4–7 – Orosia: 4–5 – Vessel B from pottery kiln 95; 6 – Vessel 
A from pottery kiln 95; 7 – Vessel from feature 97 (digitized after 1–3 – BĂCUEȚ-CRIȘAN ET AL. 2009, 
Pl.162/2–3, 5; 4–7 – URÁK 2018, Pls. II/2b-d; III/3) – different scales.
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Pl. II. Stamped pottery from Biharia site. 1–8 Pottery from the settlement; 9–13 – Stoke-pit and Lutărie I; 14 
– dwelling L1/1980; 15 – Lutărie I (digitized after1 -DUMITRAȘCU 1991, Pl. V/1; 2–8-DUMITRAȘCU 
1982, Figs. 6/4–6, 8–11; 9 – DUMITRAȘCU 1979, Fig. 2; 10–13 – DUMITRAȘCU 1982, Figs. 2/2–4; 
3/7; 14 – 15 – DUMITRAȘCU 1994, Pls. LI/3; XXX/1) – without scale.
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Pl. III. Vessels with stamped decoration. 1 – Giarmata – Baraj, feature Cx 38; 2 – Giarmata – Baraj, feature 
Cx1; 3, 4 – Timișoara-Lugoj Highway Lot I, feature CX001, S71A; 5 – Remetea Mare, grave 11 (without scale); 
6 – Timișoara – Freidorf; 7–8 – Cicir – La gropi, feature B.9; 9 – Cicir – La gropi, stray find (digitized after 
1–2 – URÁK 2020, Pls. LX/5; IX/1; 3–4 – GOGÂLTAN ET AL. 2011, Fig. 84; 5 –MEGAW/MEGAW 2006, 
Fig. 21; 6 – URÁK 2018, Fig. 1/14; 7–8 – URÁK 2020, Pl. LXXXVI/2, 4; 9 – PĂDUREANU 1979, Pl. VI/9).
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Pl. IV. Vessels with stamped decoration. 1– Tărian, grave 12; 2–3 – Tărian, grave 18; 4–7- Curtuiușeni: 4 – 
grave 4; 6 – grave 20; 7 – grave 5 (digitized after 1–3- CHIDIOŞAN/IGNAT 1972, Pls. 2/5; 4/4; 5/2; 4, 6–7 
– TELEAGĂ 2008, Pls. 3/4.2; 14/20.1; 4/5.2; 5 – ZIRRA 1978, Fig. 2/8) – without scale.
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Pl. V. Pottery with stamped decoration from Ciumești-Bostănărie settlement: 1–2 – dwelling 1/1964; 3–4, 6–9 
– dwelling 2/1964; 5 – dwelling 3/1964; 10–11 – dwelling 4/1965 and from Cămin-Malul Crasnei settlement: 
12 – survey excavation 1992; 13 – dwelling L1/1999 (digitized after ZIRRA 1980: 1–2 – Pl. XVI/3,6; 3–4 – 
Pl. XXIX/4,5; 5 – Pl. XXXII/3; 6–9 – Pl. XXV/5–8; 10–11 – Pl. XXXVII/7, 8; 12–13 with a different scale 
– after NÉMETI 2011, Pl. 15/3,7).
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Pl. VI. Vessels with stamped decoration. 1–5 Ciumești necropolis: 1–2 – Vessels of unknown context, recovered 
in 1961 by I. Kovacs, 3 – grave 3/1962, 4 –grave 28/1964, 5 – grave 6/1962; 6 –Dindești, unknown context; 
7 – Moftinu Mic – Pescărie A, grave 1 (digitized after 1–5 – ZIRRA 1967, Fig. 45/7062, 7063, M28/V, M6/
XI, Fig. 8/XII; 6 – ZIRRA 1972, Fig. 10/6; 7 – NÉMETI 1987, Fig. 15) –1–3,6 without scale.
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Pl. VII. Pottery with stamped decoration from Pișcolt necropolis. 1–2 – grave 180; 3 – grave 139; 4 – grave 
40 (without scale); 5 – grave 185; 6 – grave 108 (digitized after 1–3 – NÉMETI 1988a, Figs. 9/8,11; 6/2; 4, 
6 –NÉMETI 1992, Figs. 4/4; 17/13; 5 – NÉMETI 1989, Fig.19/7).
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Pl. VIII. Pottery with stamped decoration from Pișcolt necropolis. 1 – grave 199; 2 – grave 55; 3 – grave 63 
(without scale); 4,7 – grave 82; 5 – grave 109; 6 – grave 53 (digitized after 1 – NÉMETI 1988a, Fig.10/4; 2–7 
-NÉMETI 1992, Figs. 7/3; 9/3; 12/5; 19/6; 6/5; 12/7).
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Pl. IX. Vessels with stamped decoration from Fântânele-Dâmbu Popii necropolis. 1, 8 – grave 17; 2,9 – grave 
42; 3 – grave 40; 4–5 – grave 41; 6 – grave 28; 7 – unknown context (without scale); 10 – grave 59 (digitized 
after 1–6, 8–9 – RUSTOIU 2014, Figs. 19.2/2; 19.4/4; 19.3/4; 19.4/1–2; 19.3/2; 19.2/4; 19.4/5; 7 – ZIRRA 
1978, Fig. 2/25; 10 -RUSTOIU 2018, Pl. I/5).
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Pl. X. Vessels with stamped decoration. 1–3 – Dipșa, funerary features; 4 – Archiud; 5 – Gligorești settlement 
(digitized after 1–2 – HOREDT 1945, Fig. 5/1–2; 3 – VAIDA 2000, Fig. 2/3; 4 –displayed in Bistrița-Năsăud 
Museum; 5 – FERENCZ 2007, Pl. XXXI/1) –1, 3–4 without scale.
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Pl. XI. Vessels with stamped decoration. 1–4 – Apahida; 5 – Dezmir; 6 – Blaj; 7 – Bandul de Câmpie; 8 – 
Cuci, Cx 91 (digitized after 1 – ZIRRA 1976, Fig. 4/4; 2–4 – ZIRRA 1978, Figs. 8/4–5; 4/16; 5–6 -CRIŞAN 
1964, Figs. 3/4; 2/2; 7 -ROSKA 1944, Fig. 31/2; 8 -URÁK 2018, Pl. III/1) – without scale.
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Pl. XII. Pottery from Hungary, stamped with the lyre motif. 1 – Kistokaj–Kültelkek, grave 23; 2 – Koroncó–
Újtelep, grave 1; 3 – Kosd, grave 2; 4 – Körösszegapáti, funerary find; 5 – Ménfőcsanak–Szeles dűlő, feature Cx. 
95/313; 6 – Sajópetri–Hosszú-dűlő, features Cx. 02.B.20 and 03.B.73; 7 – Bököny–Ürgés dűlő, settlement 
find (stamp impressions and sherd 7 digitized after URÁK 2018, Fig. 2/5, 7–9, 11, 17, 18; Pl. III/2; Vessels 
and fragments digitized after 1–4 –MEGAW/MEGAW 2006, Figs. 12 – 13; 15 – 16; 5 – TANKÓ 2020, 
Pl. XLVIII/13; 6 – SZABÓ ET AL. 2007, Fig. 49).



69La Tène stamp-decorated pottery in the eastern Carpathian basin. Regional perspectives

Pl. XIII. Pottery stamped with the lyre motif from Austria (1–2), Germany (3) and Slovakia (4–7). 1 – Bad 
Dürrnberg-bei-Hallein–Putzenkopf, grave 111; 2 – Bad Dürrnberg-bei-Hallein–Ramsautal, stray find; 3 – 
Cröbern–Hopfenberg, funerary find; 4 – Komjatice, grave1; 5 – Nové Zámky, stray find; 6 – Žitavce, funerary 
find; 7 – Maňa, grave 81 (stamp impressions 1–3, 6–7 digitized after URÁK 2018, Fig. 2/1–3, 15, 10; Vessels 
and fragments digitized after: 1 – ZEILER 2010, Pl. 34/716; 3,6–7 – MEGAW/MEGAW 2006, Figs. 7; 20; 
19; 4 -SCHWAPPACH 2014b, 9; 5 – STEGMANN-RAJTÁR 2009, Pl. XVIII/12).
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