LATE HALLSTATT DISCOVERIES FROM SANTIMBRU

HORIA CITUGUDEAN

In the prehistoric collection of Muzeul Nagional al Uninii from Alba Iulia
there arc nine vessels, all of them being found at Sintimbru (Alba district),
close to the railway station of Santimbru-Fabricd, where clay was excavated
from the Mures right bank. A settlement was already known in this place,
Neolithic and Bronze Age layers being identified during the rescue excavations
{Berciu and Popa 1962). The pottery we intend to discuss in our study was not
found during the cxcavations, but was donated to the museum in 1953 and
1965. Each vessel will be first described, the chronological and cultural consi-
derations being presented afterwards.

1. Biconical bowl, the upper part being much shorter than the lower one
(fig. 1/2). It is made of fine clay, mixed with sand, the outer surface is dark-
grey and carefully smoothed (inv. P. 4788).

2. Bowl with inverted rim, having four knobs on the belly (fig. 1/3). It is
made of coarse ware, small stones being mixed in the clay, the surfacc is light-
grey (inv. P. 4789).

3. Cup with ovoid body and cylindrical neck, having a high handie, which
riscs over the rim (fig. 1/1). It has a black, polished surface and it is decorated
with oblique grooves and three flat knobs on the belly. The handle is oblique
channelled in the upper part and it has a triangular section in the upper part and
a flat one in the lower part (inv. P. 4790).

4. Slightly rounded cup with an ovoid mouth and an inlet near the handle,
which is now broken, having a circular section in the lower part and a flat onc
near the rim (fig. 2/2). The colour of clay is dark-grey, the surface being smoothed
(inv. P. 4793).

5. Conical cup, with high handlc, made of fine, black clay, polished on the
outer surface (fig. 2/5). The rim is rising in the area of contact with the handle
(inv. P. 4792).

6. Similar cup with the one before, but smaller and with broken handle
(fig. 2/4). The clay, its colour and manner of working are identically too
(inv. P. 4791).

7. Conical cup, with oblique rim, having a high handle, decorated with
vertical grooves (fig. 2/3). It is made of fine, yellowish clay, with grey spots and
well polished on the outer part (inv. P. 4784).
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8. Cup with high handle, made of yellow-reddish clay, with grey spots,
polished outside. It is temporarily lent to the muscum of Campeni, so it was not
possible to offer a more precise description and a drawing (P. 4785).

9. Bicenical pot, with everted rim, having two flat handles, verticaly per-
forated (fig. 2/1). It is made of fine clay, black with brown spots, polished
outside (inv. P. 4786).

After this short description of the pottery from Santimbru, we shall try
to date it and finally, to assign it to a cultural horizon. The two bowls
(fig. 1/2-3) belong to a common type, the bowls with inverted rim, which arc
alrecady known in South-Western Transylvania starting with the Bronze D period

Fig. 1. Pottery found at Santimbru.
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(Andrifoiu 1992, p. 71, pl. 61/3-6, 12-15, 62/3-5, 9), their use continuing
during the Halistatt time (Vasiliev et al. 1991, p. 84-86; Ciugudean 1976, p. 17,
fig. 4/3, 14, 5/3, 5, 7/5-6, 8; Vasiliev /1980, p. 65-67). However, we may do a
distinction between the two bowls, which represent two different vartants of the
type with inverted rim. The first one (fig. 2/2) has a biconical body and a
straight rim, being almost unknown during the early Hallstatt in Transylvania.
Several specimens were discovered south to the Carpathians, in the Ferigile

Fig. 2. Pottery found at Santimbru.
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group (Vulpe 1967, p. 38, fig. 13/3, pl. 1/5, 8). The second bowl (fig. 2/3) has
a curved rim and four knobs on the belly, few bowls of this kind being known
in the hillfort of Teleac (Vasiliev et al. 1991, p. 86, fig. 35/16, 19-20), while
they are quite common in the Basarabi culture (Vulpe 1986, fig. 2/4, 18/23;
Guma 1993, pl. 71/3, 5, 6). Several specimens with knobs were found in dwel-
ling 1 from Remetea Mare "Gomila lui Gabor®, which Guma3 dates it in a post-
Basarabi horizon (Guma 1993, p. 241, pl. 104/15, 19-20, 22~23). In the graves
belonging to the Skythian group from Transylvania, the knobs are put on the
belly, with their point curved down (Vasiliev 1980, pl. 8/2, 4), like the ones
from Santimbru.

The cups from Santimbru belong to several different types. Most of them
have conical body and high handle (fig. 2/4-5), a type used from the Early
Hallstatt (Vasiliev et al. 1991, p. B8, fig. 38/6-8), which became dominant
mainly in the Late Hallstatt, both in the Skythian group from Transylvania
(Vasiliev 1980, p. 68, pl. 8/5) and in the Ferigile group, where they usually have
a button on the handle (Vulpe 1967, p. 44—47, pl. 5/3, 6/2—6, 9-13). One variant
of this type is represented by the cup with conical body, ovoid mouth and
oblique rim, whose high handle has two crests and vertical facets (fig. 2/3). As
far as now, we do not have good parallels in Transylvania or in other region to
this particular kind of cup, but some handles from the Bosut I1lc horizon (Po-
povic 1981, pl. 28/6, 29/8) remind the one from Santimbru, without being
identical. Another type of cup is the one with mouth and an inlet near the
handle, which reminds the shape of a kidney (fig. 2/2). The earliest discoveries
of "kidney-shaped” cups belong to the Gava-Medias horizon (Vasiliev et al.
1991, p. 88-89), but degraded specimens survived till Late Halistatt, like the
one found in the Skythian cemetery from Alba Iulia-Tolstoi Str. Finally, the last
cup belongs to the type with bellied body, cylindrical neck and high handle,
decorated with oblique grooves and flat knobs (fig. //1). It has excellent ana-
logies in the Ferigile group (Vulpe 1967, p. 47-48, pl. 7/1, 3-7), but also in the
late Hallstatt horizon from Banat (Guma 1993 p. 240, pl. 106/1).

The biconical pot from Santimbru is a single find in Transylvania, due to
is small dimensions and mainly, because its two vertically perforated handles,
placed under the rim (fig. 2/1). It is related with the great biconical vases of the
Skythian graves (Vasiliev 1980, p. §2-65), but the best parallcl is probably the
small biconical pot found in the dwelling 1/1988 from Remetea Mare "Gomila
tui Gabor" (Medelef 1991, p. 68, fig. 5/2), dated by Gumi in the first half of
VI century B, C. and compared with a similar, but bigger pot from Ilidia
"Obita* (Guma 1993, p. 240, pl. 106/2).

Trying to rcconstruct the archaeological context of the nine vessels from
Santimbru, we must stress the fact that all of them were found intact and not
broken, which could testify their use as grave-goods. As a matter of fact, a Late
Hallstatt cemetery was already known close to Santimbru, near the clay pit of
the brick factory. A grave was distroyed during the clay excavation, two conical
pups with high handle and a biconical pot being discovered and taken to Muzeul
National de Istorie al Transilvaniei from Cluj (Crisan 1969, p. 274, nr. 276,
pl. 8/11, 24). While I. H. Crigan supposed that the grave was a cremation one
and belonged to the Thraco — Dacian population, V. Vasiliev, based on informa-
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tions collected from N. Vlassa and St. Ferenczi, assigned it to the Skythian
burials group from Transylvania (Vasiliev 1980, p. 149, nr. 78): The vessels we
~arc publishing obviously belong to another cemetery, the distance between the
two areas of discoveries being more than 1 km. An analysis of the pottery,
including its composition and way of manufacture, shapes and decoration, shows
that the second group of discoveries is different in comparison with the pottery
found in the Skythian cemeteries, which may signify a cultural or a chronolo-
gical gap, or maybe both. In the same time, there are no visible resemblances
with the pottery of the Teleac III layer and few similarities in the Basarabi
settlements from the middle Mures. Most of the parallels we found seem to
indicate a post-Basarabi horizon, to which the nine vessels from Santimbru may
be assigned. The existence of a cultural horizon belonging to the local popu-
lation, was one of the explanations for the strong local tradition of the pottery
found in the Skythian group from Transylvania (Vasiliev 1980, p. 72). 1. H. Crigan
was the first who presented a list of cremation graves from Hallstatt C-D,
attributed to the natives (Crisan 1965, p. 134—138). V. Vasiliev explained the
addoption of cremation in the Skythian cemeteries, like Bdita, as the result of
the influence coming from the Thracian folk, whose presence in the same time
in central Transylvania is attested by the cemetery from Uioara de Sus (Vasiliev
1980, p. 137). In his opinion, the cemeteries of Uioara de Sus-type arc coming
after the Teleac Il level and the Basarabi culture, which are contemporary
(Vasiliev et al. 1991, chronological chart on page 128). However, it is more
probable to accept an earlier end for the Gava-Mediag complex (not later than
the beginning of the VII" century B.C.) represented by the Teleac III level,
reached only the beginning of the Basarabi culture, the last one being followed
by discoveries like the cemetery from Uioara de Sus or Santimbru. The exact
chronological relation between these type of discoveries and the Skythian bu-
rials from Transylvania ia hard to be clarified in this stage of rescarch, but they
must be at least in part contemporary.

The pottery from Santimbru, together with older discoveries, like Uioara
de Sus, or new ones, like Sard or Ghirbom, outline the existence of a Late
Hallstatt horizon in Transylvania, which may be considered of Thracian origin
and related with the post-Basarabi cultural groups, like Ferigile (Vulpe 1967) or
the ones recently definied in Banat (Gumd 1993, p. 235-242). Future excava-
tions arc need to offer morc informations on this subject.
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