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The artifact was found in 1980 during the research of the gate principalis dextra of the 
Roman fort from Gilău (Fig. 1)1. The object was discovered at the bottom of the V-shaped ditch 
of the extended earthen fort phase (Gilău II)2. This phase was identified through a section placed 
on the southern side of the fort and crossed the defensive elements of all three building phases of 
the fort (Gilău I, II and III), as well the western tower of the gate belonging to the stone phase 
(Fig. 2). This ditch of the earthen phase of the fort built by the ala Siliana was covered, so it was 
the mask, for leveling the ground in order to lay out the fossae of the stone phase (Gilău III). 

The face-mask suffered a corrosion process especially on the left part of the front side 
due to the fact that it has been dropped into the chock of the ditch, in sterile yellow and humid 
clay and the geologic pebble (Fig. 3–5). For certain, the mask had a rear part, made of iron, 
which did not survive. Only very small fragments of it have been recovered. These fragments 
belong to the calotte and are depicted with strands. 

The face-mask3 (Fig. 6–8) is made of a bronze plate. Its sizes are: an average thickness 
of 1.5 mm, 24 cm height and 20 cm maximal wide. The technological process has combined 
various techniques: cast, hammering, fretwork (the eyes and the mouth) and incision for face 
features and hair. 

This mask belongs to the category of masks with two elements (“Gesichtshelme mit 
zweiteiliger Ausführung”) of the type Garbsch A.2. As it has been mention above, the rear side 
was destroyed because of the soil acids. 

The piece depicts a female portrait with a slightly hooked nose; the eyes were fretwork 
made in a shape of long slits and a discrete mark of the eyebrows. The nostrils are circular; the 
mouth is half-opened. Both the mouth and the chin are graved dimples. The general aspect is 
one of a static figure with solemn aspect. The hair style is depicted by parallel oblique strands 
with a mid parting. A lunula is depicted on the front head. The hair style is completed by a 
diadem represented through a simple segmental band. 

Two circular holes located on the lower and upper sides of the rear side of the mask 
indicate the junction place of the two parts of the mask through either rivets or straps (the rear 
parts, made of iron, missing now). 

The artifact from Gilău can be catalogued within the iconographic type Kohlert VI4: 
the masks with “Oriental” features. The closest analogy is the piece from Visegrád (Pannonia 

 
1 ISAC/DIACONESCU/OPREANU 1981, 85–97; ISAC 1997, 37f. 
2 ISAC 1997, 37–38; 38–40;54–56. 
3 It is kept in the collection of the National History Museum of Transylvania from Cluj-Napoca, Inv. no. 

V45342. 
4 GARBSCH 1978, 24. 
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Inferior)5. J. Garbsch dates this type somewhere between the second third of the 2nd century AD 
and the beginning of the 3rd century AD with a possibility that the most earliest ones to turn 
out in the time of Trajan. The stratigraphic context in which this mask was found (Fig. 2) does 
not allow a precise dating as the ditches of the earthen phase Gilău II were filled up, most 
likely, towards the end of the 2nd century AD when the fort was rebuilt in stone. However, it 
may be presumed that the lost of the mask, right at the bottom of the ditch occurred while it 
was still in use, starting with the reign of Hadrian around AD 117/118. At that moment, the 
small trajanic castellum was strongly enlarged to allow the encampment of an ala quingenaria6. 
At the same time, it is obviously that the mask belonged to a horseman of the ala Siliana which 
used it till the moment he lost it in the fossa that was filled up and leveled in order to rebuild 
the fort in stone, Gilău III, towards the end of the 2nd century AD. 

The bronze sport (“parade”) helmets are rare found in Roman Dacia. The piece from 
Gilău is the third one discovered in this province. A sports face-mask was found in the river 
Olt, the area of the Comarna convent, south of the town of Reşca, the ancient Romula7 (Dacia 
Inferior), is today kept in the Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna. This mask belongs to the 
same type Kohlert VI and it has been dated by Cr. M. Vlădescu a bit later then other pieces of 
the same type, between second half of the 2nd century AD and mid 3rd century AD. 

According to the inscription marked on the side of the mask from Romula the object 
belonged to two owners, both equites. Hypothetically, it can be read a t(urma) Pii Prisci, with 
the rider Vitalis, t(urma) Crispini. According to Cr. M. Vlădescu the first owner could have 
been T. Pius, c(enturia) Prisci. In this case the unit could be a hypothetic cohors equitata, but it 
could not be identified amongst the military units garrisoned at Romula8. The same scholar 
believes that he can identify the troop only for the second owner of the mask, an eques from the 
detachment of Crispinus. This rider belonged to a detachment from a legion transferred in the 
area in the time of the Carpic war. AD 245–247. Still, this is an hypotheses without any 
arguments to support it. On the same line, even the dating suggested by Vlădescu cannot be 
accepted, as the mask belongs to an early of the second half of the 2nd century AD, as it has 
been mentioned above. 

The third cavalry sports mask was found, a strange coincidence, on the same river Olt 
but on the upper course, near the village of Cincşor9, 50 m from the right bank of the river, on 
an alluvium plateau at the depth of 3 m. The mask was recovered with a caterpillar together 
with other fragments of Roman pottery all tumbled by the river and brought up near Cincşor 
from other fort or military vicus on the Transylvanian Olt (Dacia Inferior, Malvensis). It has 
been considered that this object comes from the fort or the military vicus of Cincşor10, and it 
belongs to the same type Kohlert VI. The artifact is similar to the one from Gilău regarding the 
face expression, but different technique for making the hair style. 

The visible yielding of the left part, heavily splayed is not a result of being into the 
ground for a long time, the preservation environment or the fact that was mechanically 
excavated, as the author believed. This piece was made straight from the beginning in this shape 
which may led us to the conclusion that it could be a scrap piece or, maybe, the bearer had a 
face malformation, that led to a “personalization” of the mask according to the owner’s face. 

On the same line, it must be mention that also the mask from Gilău is too narrow to 
be wear by a man with ordinary face shape, but it could have been used by a person with 
hebetic features of the face.  

 
5 GARBSCH 1978, n. 2, O 42, Pl. 24/4. 
6 ISAC 1997, 34–46. 
7 GARBSCH 1978, n. 2, O 40; VLĂDESCU 1981, 195–203, Fig. 1; VLĂDESCU 1983, 184, Fig. 125. 
8 VLĂDESCU 1981, n. 4, 200f. 
9 DRAGOTĂ 1987, 276–280. 
10 ISAC/ISAC 1994, 103–112. 
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Coming back to the mask found in the area of Cincşor, if we accept the hypothesis that 
the piece comes from the fort or the military vicus of the area then it must be pointed out here 
that the troop garrisoned here was the cohors II Flavia Bessorum, an infantry unit with no 
horsemen11. 

On conclusion, the face-masks from sports helmets from Gilău, Romula and Cincşor 
belong to the same type (Kohlert VI) and can be dated at glance in the second half of the 2nd 
century AD. The piece from Giău found during archaeological excavations in a well defined 
stratigraphic which provides us with a terminus post quem that not pass the end of the 2nd 
century AD. 
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Fig. 1. The plan of the auxiliary fort from Gilău. Phase II and III 
(after ISAC 1997, 92, pl. XI) 
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Fig. 9. Visegrád (Pannonia Inferior). 
Face-mask. 

Fig. 10. Romula (Dacia Malvensis). 
Face-mask. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 11–12. Cincşor (Dacia Malvensis). Face-mask.


