THE AUXILIARY UNITS FROM MOESIA SUPERIOR
IN DOMITIAN'S TIME AND THE PROBLEM OF CIL XVI 41°

Florian Matei-Popescu

The Roman province of Moesia Superior was Domitian's creation. In the winter of AD
84/85, or in the first half of the year 85, the Dacians living at North of the Danube have violently
attacked the province of Moesia. Unfortunately we cannot reconstruct the entire context and the
motives of this invasion. According to lordanes the motive was the so called Domitian's avaritid',
but probably that was only the motive recorded by the historical tradition. The true motives are
still to be found.

From the sources we also learn that the invasion was so violent’, that even the governor
of Moesia, C. Oppius Sabinus, lost his life during the battle or battles.” Receiving news of the
serious threat from the Danube border, Domitian left Rome, together with his praefectus praetorio,
Cornelius Fuscus, and arrived, probably in the summer of 85, on the Moesian border. One of his
first measures to take was to split up the province of Moesia in two parts, Moesia Superior and
Inferior, divided by the Ciabrus flumen (today Cibrica River). Itis also possible that Domitian may
have wished to have five legions on the Moesian border", but the history of the legions dispatched
for the conflict is still hazy’. At the same time the conditions in which the V Alaudae legion

* I wish to thank Dr. Paul Holder, John Rylands University Library, Manchester, for the reading of this paper and
for the valuable comments made with that occasion.

'IORDANES, Getica, 76: Domitiano imperatore regnante eiusque avaritia metuentes foedus. ...” .

* About the violent and not so successful battles of the Romans in those years see TACITUS, Agricola, 41, 2,
sugestive description: ,,Et ea insecuta sunt rei publicae tempora, quae sileri Agricolam non sineret: tor exercitus in
Moesia Daciaque et Germania et Pannonia temeritate aut per ignaviam ducum amissi, tot militares viri cum rot
cohortibus expugnati et capti; nec iam de limite imperii et ripa, sed de hibernis legionum et possesione dubitarum.”;
see also OGILVIE/RICHMOND 1967, 291-292 (with a commentary of this passage); STROBEL 1989,
p- 25.

*SUETONIUS, Domit., V1, 1: ... in Dacos duas -primam Oppio Sabino consulari oppresso,...”; IORDANES, Getica,
76: ,,Cui provinciae tunc post Agrippam Oppius praeerar Savinus, Gothis autem Dorpaneus principatum agebat, quando
bello comisso Gothi, Romanos devictos, Oppii Savini caput abscisum, multa castella et civitates invadentes de parte
imperatoris publice depraedarunt.”; PATSCH 1937, 5-9; STROBEL 1989, 35-43. On C. Oppius Sabinus, consul ord.
in AD 84, together with Domitian, see: DEGRASSI 1952, 25; PIR?, V/3, p- 453-454, O no. 122; REXVII.1, 1939,
col. 744-745; he was legatus Augusti pro praetore of Moesia in AD 85/86, STEIN 1940, 34; THOMASSON 1984,
125, no. 27; STROBEL 1989, 39, thinks that Sazbinus had been sent to Moesia from AD 84: ,Die moesische
Statthaltherrschaft hatt Oppius Sabinus sicher noch im Jahre 84 n. Chr. angetreten”.

'SYME 1971, 87.

"MOCSY 1974, 82-83.

EPHEMERIS NAPOCENSIS, XVI-XVII, 2006-2007, p. 31-48
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disappeared are unclear, a unit almost entirely unattested before on the Danubian border and
whose history is unknown after the years AD 70/71°.

The very first attested governor of Moesia Superior was L. Funisulanus Vettonianus, the
former governor of Pannonia, who probably threw the invaders back over the Danube as he
received dona militaria from the emperor7. It has been also argued, that in the first phase of the
war, M. Cornelius Nigrinus Curiatius Maternus distinguished himself, as the governor of the still
undivided Moesia, after the death of C. Oppius Sabinus' and that subsequently L. Funisulanus
Vettonianus received his dona militaria before becoming the governor of the newly created
province, possibly as governor of Pannonia where he is attested in the years 84-85’. It is also
possible that L. Funisulanus Vettonianus received his decorations after the creation of the two
provinces in the following years of war, on another occasion. Unfortunately we have no
knowledge of the name of the first governor of Moesia Inferior, although some hypotheses have
been proposed.” In the following year (AD 86 or AD 87, the chronology it is not so clear),
Cornelius Fuscus led a disastrous expedition on the Dacian territory where he lost his life together
with many Roman soldiers. Even so, we are not in the position to confirm thatan entire legion was
lost on this occasion." The second campaign was successfully conducted by Zeztius Iulianus in the
year 88." Although, due to the new troubles with the Quadi and the Marcomanni on the Middle
Danube frontier” and the rebellion of L. Antonius Saturninus", in Germania Superior, Domitian
made peace with Decebalus” recognising him as the king of the Dacians and his land as regrum."

*The only mention of this legion in Moesia is the funerary inscription of one of its veterans, C. fulius C. E Vol. Velox,
domo Luco Vocontiorum, retired or settled by Vespasian at Scupi (IMS VI 41). But a discharged soldier is not proper
evidence of an entire legion garrisoned on the territory of a province. See also the doubts already emphasized by
STROBEL 1988 504-508.

" He is attested governor of Pannonia in 84-85 (CIL XVI 30; 31; FITZ 1993, 157-158, no. 61); his career is
recorded by an inscription discovered at Andautonia (Pannonia), CIL 111 4013 = ILS 1005 = IDRE I1 271; PIR’, 111,
p. 224-226, F no. 570; STEIN 1940, 35-38; THOMASSON 1984, 125, nr. 29; CABALLOS RUFINO 1990,
146-148, no. 78. He was probably of Hispanic origin, although an Italic one may not be excluded.

*This possibility has been argued following the information from a damaged inscription which records his career,
discovered at Liria Edetanorum (Année Epigr. 1973,283 = IDRE1 176; see also CIL II 3783 and 6013, which attests
him as governor of Moesia and Syria); ALFOLDY/HALFMANN 1973, 331-373 (p- 356-361, on his command in
Moesia); STROBEL 1989, 47; CABALLOS RUFINO 1990, 103-106, no. 52.

’CILXVI30and 31; THOMASSON 1984, 102, no. 19.

“THOMASSON 1984, 125, no. 28; 148, no. 162, proposed the same M. Cornelius Nigrinus Curiatius Maternus,
following some hypotheses of ALFOLDY/HALFMANN 1973, 356-361.

"' CASSIUS DIO, LXVII, 6, 5 OROSIUS, VII 10, 4. For his career see PIR’, I1, 324-325, F no. 1365.

2 CASSIUS DIO, LXVII, 10: “b yap * TovAtawde EmtoyBeie bmd tod albrokpdtopog ¢ moAep...”. For his
career see PIR, 111, 308—309, T no. 102.

¥ CASSIUS DIO, LXVII, 6; STROBEL 1989, 83-98, with all the details of this bellum Germanicum or bellum
Marcomannicum as appears on the inscriptions (Rosenberger 1992, 90).

“PIR’, 1, 169-170, A no. 874; SYME 1978, 12-21; CABALLOS RUFINO 1990, 72-74, no. 35, where he
defended, with probability, L. Antonius Saturninus'Hispanic origin, being possible to have been the son of L. Antonius
L. f Gal. Saturninus, attested aedil, livir and flamen at Tarraco (CILI1 4194; ALFOLDY 1975, 6364, no. 6). For this
aspect see an overall approach at STROBEL 1986.

" CASSIUS DIO, LXVIL, 7.

% Asit appears on a famous inscription discovered at Heliopolis (Syria), which records C. Velius Rufus' career: ,,bello
Marcomannorum Quadorum Sarmatarum adversus quos expeditionem fecit per regnum Decibali regis Dacorum” (IGLS
VI 2796 = ILS 9200 = IPD* 502 = 774a = IDRE II 406); SAXER 1967, 22-23; DOBSON 1978, 216217, no. 94;
STROBEL 1986a. For the hypothetical statements of this treaty see STROBEL 1989, 90-95 and for a detailed
discussion see LICA 2000, 175-196.
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The governor of the newly created province of Moesia Superior had under his command
two legions, VII Claudia pia fidelis, stationed at Viminacium (Kostola¢) and, probably in
connection with the administrative and military reforms from 85/86, the legion IV Flavia Felix,
transferred from Dalmatia” and thereafter stationed at Singidunum (only after 89"), if there was
not for a short term dispatched the /7 Adiutrix legion, too.” It has been presumed that the 7V
Flavia Felix legion could have been stationed also to Viminacium, based on some funerary
inscriptions of its members.” Beside these two legions (or three) an important number of auxiliary
units were garrisoned on the territory of the province. As one can notice from the following table,
up to the year AD 100 3 alae and 21 cobortes are attested on military diplomas issued for the

auxiliary units of the province:

16 September 94 (CIL XVI 39;
RMDYV 335)

12 July 96 (RMD 1 6)

8 May 100 (CIL XVI 46)

1 Pannoniorum (P) Praetoria Praetoria
Claudia Nova I Lusitanorum I Claudia Nova
Praetoria I Cretum 1l Pannoniorum
I Cilicum (milliaria) I Montanorum I Flavia Bessorum
I Cisipadensium I Cilicum I Thracum c. R.
I Cretum I Flavia Hispanorum 1 Flavia Hispanorum (milliaria)
1 Flavia Hispanorum milliaria 11 Flavia Commagenorum 1 Antiochensium
1 Antiochensium 11T Raetorum I Lusitanorum
11 Gallorum Macedonica V Hispanorum 1 Montanorum c. R.
IIII Raetorum VI Thracum 1 Cisipadensium
V Gallorum VII Breucorum I Cretum
V Hispanorum 1 Vindelicorum
(milliaria) c.R.
I Thracum Syriaca
I Cilicum
II Hispanorums; also in 992
(RMD17)
1T Gallorum Macedonica
II Brittonum (milliaria) c.R.
p-f
11 Flavia Commagenorum
111 Brittonum
1111 Raetorum
V Gallorum
V' Hispanorum
VI Thracum

VII Breucorum c. R.

Before Trajan's reign 3 alae: Praetoria, Claudia Nova, II Pannoniorum; and 14 cohorts
cohortes: I Cilicum, I Cisipadensium, I Cretum, I Flavia Hispanorum, I Antiochensium, I Lusitanorum,

" STROBEL 1989, 44; SOUTHERN 1997, 101-106.

“STROBEL 1989, 71.

Y SYME 1971, 89. See now BERARD 1993, 224, with the assumption that the legion left Britannia a little bit later
then it was believed until now. One of the first inscription to attest the legion in the Danubian area is the one
discovered at Potentia (Lucania), which attests one of its military tribunes who received dona militaria for the bellum
Suebicum item Sarmaticum (CILX 135 =1LS2719).

*IMS 1186-89; 93; STROBEL 1989, 71.
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1 Montanorum, II Flavia Commagenorum, II Gallorum Macedonica, II1I Raetorum, V Gallorum,
V Hispanorum, VI Thracum, VII Breucorum are attested on the territory of Moesia Superior. On the
diploma issued in AD 100 the number of the cavalry units remains unchanged, but the number of
cohorts rose surprisingly to 21. For many years scholars had explained this large concentration of
units in connection with Trajan's preparation for the Dacian Wars. Indeed, at the very first sight it
seems a very logical explanation. However, a recently published fragment of a Roman military
diploma proves that in the year 97 nineteen cohorts (decem et novem) were located in the territory
of Moesia Superior.u It seems, therefore, that Trajan's preparations for the Dacian War had been, in
fact, already made by his predecessor.

When and why such an important number of auxiliary units were located Moesia Superior
by Domitian? The possible answers to these two questions will be the goals of this paper. In the
final part, I shall try to see if the fragmentary Roman military diploma from January 97, found at
Salsovia (CIL XVI 41), can be assigned to the Moesia Superior province, as has been recently
suggested by P. Holder.”

1. The auxiliary units during the reign of Domitian”

For a clearer picture of situation for Domitian's reign, we will have to go back in time and
to try to reconstruct the possible list of auxiliary units which stayed on the territory of Moesia
before the reign of this emperor.

The auxiliary units of Moesia were recorded on, at least, two constitutions from the time
of Vespasian, which enlisted only the cohortsand one constitution thatenlisted the a/ze, as follows:

28 April 75 (RMD (7 February 78 [7 February] 78 75 (RGZM 1); cohortes 75 or 78 (RMD

12); cohorts (CIL XVI 22; (RMDYV 325); IV 209); alae
RMD IV 208; cohortes
cohortes

I Antiochensium I Cantabrorum I Cretum [ICanta]b[rorum] I Galllorum]

1 Sugambrorum I Thracum Syriaca | II Chalcidenorum | [I Thraclum [Syriaca] [Glallorum

veterana

I Raetorum 1 Sugambrorum [...] Gallorum [I Bracarau]gustanfo-rum] | I Vespasiana
tironum Dardanorum

I Lusitanorum I Lucensium Ubiorum [ I Sugambronum tironum] | NR/ A?

11T Gallorum 11T Gallorum 11 Chalcidenorum

1V Gallorum VIII Gallorum I1I? Hispanorum

V Gallorum VIII Gallorum Ubiorum

VII Gallorum Cilicum Tyriorum

VI Gallorum Mattiacorum Cilicum

Cisipadensium

To this list we must add the following units, too: ala Claudia Nova and the cohorts 111
Gallorum (whose history is very problematic, as it appears also on the diplomas for Moesia before

* ECK/PANGERL 2005b, 231-234, no. 2.

“RMDYV, p. 699-700.

3 I think that we are now in a better position (at least for the Moesian auxiliary units) than was, for example,
STROBEL 1989, 23, who wrote: ,Zusammenfassend ist m. E. Heute die Feststellung berechtigt, daf§ es bei dem
gegenwirtigen Stand unseres archiologichen und auch epigraphischen Wissens noch nicht méglich ist, eine
Grundziigen zuverlissige Truppengeschichte fir die Auxilien in den Donauprovinzen vor der spitdomitianisch-
trajanischen Zeit zu erarbeiten.”.
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82) and V Hispanorum. All these three units appeared on a diploma found at Debelec (Bulgaria),
copied after an imperial constitution issued on 20 September 82 for the auxiliary units from
Germania Superior and for: item in ala una Claudia nova et cobortibus duobus III Gallorum et V
Hispanorum quae sunt in Moesia sub C. Vettuleno Civica Ceriale (CILXVI 28).

There are also other categories of sources, the epigraphic ones in first place, which attest

auxiliary units on the territory of Moesia, as follows:

Units

Dating

Sources and find spots

cohors Sugambra
(Sugambrorum veterana?)

AD 26, taking part at the
suppression of the Thracian

TACITUS, Ann. 1V, 47, 3.

uprising
ala Aulgusta] Claudius I CIL III 12347 (Reselec, near Oescus)
ala Gallica I AD GEROV 1980, 164 (Ratiaria)

ala Capitoniana (the same

with Claudia Gallorum

First half of the I century AD

AE 1912, 187 (Hirlec at the mouths
of Ogosta River); AE 1967,425,

Capitoniana?). Leskovec, Variana).

ala Asturum Vespasian ISM II 172 (Tomis); ILB 305 = ILN
56 (Novae).

ala Bosporanorum Claudius I ILB 137 (Cerkovica, near Oescus);
CIL X 1258 (Nola).

ala Gaetulorum (the future | AD 62-71 ILB 57 (Oescus)

I Flavia Gaetulorum?)

ala Hispanorum Vespasian CILIII 12361 = ILB 122
(Utum-Gavren).

ala Scubulorum before AD 49 AE 1967, 426 = ILB 138 (Nikopol);

see also ILS 2538 (Philippi).

ala Pansiana

mid 1* century AD

AE 1969, 127 = ILB 50 (Oescus)

ala Pannoniorum

Vespasian

AE 1975, 353 (Firmum Picenum);
ISM 11 170 (Zomis).

cohors Cilicum

Claudius I — Nero

CIL III 8250 = IMS 1V 33 (Naissus).

cohors Cisipadensium

Claudius I

CIL V 8185 = ILS 9172 (Dalmatia).

cohors I Thracum Syriaca
equitata

Vespasian

CIL III 8261 = ILS 2733; CIL III
14575; CIL III 14579 = AnnEp 1901,

18 (Timacum Minus, Ravna)

To sum up, there are attested 13 cavalry units and 20 cohorts, but of course notall of them
at the same time. For example, ala Scubulorum had left the Moesian territory before AD 49™, being
deployed in the territory of Pannonia” and thereafter in Germania Superior® and for the alae
Pansiana, Bosporanorum, Gallica and Augusta there are no proofs that they were still on the
territory of Moesia at the beginning of Vespasian's reign. Although, we can assert that, together
with the legions, a strong number of auxiliary forces were deployed in the territory of Moesia.

After the military and administrative reforms undertaken by Domitian, on the territory
of Moesia Superior of the units mentioned during Vespasian's reign are attested the following

* GEROV 1980, 161: »Folglich kénnen \ﬁrir annehmen, daf§ die Verlegung der ala Scubulorum von Mésien nach
Pannonien im Zeitraum 46—49 erfolgt ist.”; LORINCZ 2001, 23.

?LORINCZ 2001, 23, no. 23.

* CIL XVI 20, from the year 74. See also CIL XIII 7032 (Zanuarius Potens, decurio alae Scubulorum), which attest

this unit at Mogontiacum and CIL X111 7580 (7. Flavius Celsus, veteranus ex ala Scubulorum, cives Sappaus, probably a
Thracian) on an inscription discovered at Wiesbaden. See STEIN 1932, 149-151.
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cohorts are attested: I Antiochensium, (I) Cilicum, I Cisipadensium, I Cretum, V' Gallorum, V'
Hispanorum, I Lusitanorum, I Thracum Syriaca and ala Claudia Nova. They were brought at the
beginning of Domitian's reign together with the cohorts 71/ Gallorum (which was part of the
auxiliary units of Moesia Inferior) and V Hispanorum. What is very curious at first sight is the
absence of the cavalry units (with the exception already mentioned) which were all deployed on
the territory of Moesia Inferior. But if we take a closer look at the find spots of the inscriptions
mentioning cavalry units on the territory of Moesia, one can see that all these units (with the
exception of ala Gallica, found at Ratiaria) are on the territory of the future province of Moesia
Inferior. Therefore, from this point of view Domitian has changed nothing, leaving the cavalry
units at their former garrisons. Among the attested cohorts in Moesia seven became part of the
garrison of Moesia Superior. This means that only a third part of the cohorts are attested here while
the other (with the exception of the cohorts  Cantanbrorum, III or IIII Hispanorum and VIII
Gallorum) are mentioned on the territory of Moesia Inferior. As we understand from the first
military diploma known by now for this province there were 7 #lze and 15 cohorts” (from other
sources there are attested 2 more a/ze and at least 3 more cohorts™), compared with 3 alae and 14
cohorts from Moesia Superior, it seems that this number is too small. Somehow Domitian has raised
afterwards the number of auxiliary units from Moesia Superior, but when exactly did this happen?

The presence of the ala Claudia Nova on the diploma found at Debelec is a decisive proof
that it happened when this one was located in Moesia and thereafter in the territory of Moesia
Superior. On the diplomas from AD 94 and AD 96, we found out that another two cavalry units
were located in the province, /1 Pannoniorum and praetoria.

The history of the ala II Pannoniorum in Domitian's time is very interesting. The unit is
still attested in the territory of the province of Syria in AD 88 (CIL XVI 35) and afterwards was
transferred to Pannonia (unattested on the diplomas”) for a short time and thereafter moved to
Moesia Superior as we understand from the military diplomas. But having in the regard the fact
that this supposition is based on a funerary inscription discovered at Sirmium (Sremska
Mitrovica), very damaged and fragmentary (we are not sure if there is mentioned an active soldier
or not)”, I suggest that this unit was sent straight to Moesia Superiorand it was never located in the
territory of Pannonia.

The history of the ala praetoria is even more complicated.” It is attested on the territory of
Pannonia in AD 85,” being transferred from Germania Inferior.” On the military diplomas for
Syria from the year 88, copied after the same imperial constitution, it is attested with its full name:
ala praetoria civium Romanorum.” Moreover, on the diplomas copied after the imperial
constitution for the same province from 12 May 91, it appeared with a changed name: Flavia
praetoria singularium.” Started with 94 it is attested on the Moesia Superior diplomas with the
name praetoria and praetoria singularium.” At the same time another cavalry units with the name

Y PETOLESCU/POPESCU 2004.

* For the history of the auxiliary units from Moesia Inferior see MATEI-POPESCU 2004.

?LORINCZ 2001, 22, no. 20.

* CILIII10223; HOLDER 1980, 285, no. 642; LORINCZ 2001, 206, nr. 161.

*' For a short overview with all the mentions see ECK/PANGERL 2005, p. 56-58 and WEISS 2006, 280.
*CILXVI31; LORINCZ 2001, 23, no. 22.

* CILXIII 8310; ALEOLDY 1968, 30-31, no. 13 and 183, no. 56.

*RMD13; RMD V 329, 330, 331.

PRMD I 4; ECK/PANGERL 2006, 219-221, no. 3.

* CILXVI54,103/105.
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(1) praetoria civium Romanorum it is attested, since AD 1 10”7 on the territory of Pannonia Inferior.
This unit it is probably identical with the one attested earlier on the Pannonian territory,” being
dislocated here from the Germania Inferior.

In conclusion, it seems likely to believe now that the cavalry unit with the name
praetoria/praetoria singularium attested by the military diplomas of Moesia Superior is the same as
the one attested in Syriz until AD 91. It looks now that this cavalry unit followed the same path as
ala II Pannoniorum. By the year 93/94 these two units were deployed from Syria to Moesia
Superior. By AD 115 ala praetoria singularium would be sent in the Trajan's expeditio Parthica and
thereafter would be attested in Syriz at middle of the second century AD.”

What about the cohorts that were not attested on the territory of Moesia, but appeared
after AD 94 in the territory of Moesia Superior?

We have a certain number of units that are attested neither in Pannonia before AD 96:
1 Montanorum c. R., VI Thracum and VII Breucorum, as all three appeared on the Pannonian
diploma from AD 85." Another group of cohorts were dislocated from the same province before
AD 100: I7I Brittonum,”' later kown as veterana, IT ]—Iz'sppmormn,42 later known as scutata Cyrenaica,
but it seems that they were in fact deployed on Moesia Superior territory before Trajan's reign, as
the last attestations on the Pannonia territory are not later then 85 (for /7 Hispanorum) and around
92/93 (for III Brittonums).

Regarding other cohorts, that are not attested neither in Moesia before Domitian's reign
nor in Pannonia at the middle of the 80's, we are not in the position to identify their garrisoned
province before their deployment to Moesia Superior. It is the case of the cohorts: I Flavia
Bessorum, II Flavia Commagenorum, I Flavia Hispanorum milliaria, II Gallorum Macedonica,
II1I Raetorum and I Thracum c. R. All of them are not directly attested elsewhere before their
appearance among the auxiliary units of this province. Although, some indirect evidence can be
bring into discussion. For the units with the name Flavia, created or only reorganized by
Vespasian, there is clear evidence for units raised at the same time. Also, in Moesia Inferior there are
attested from AD 92 cohorts I Flavia Commagenorum and II Flavia Bessorum. Therefore, it is
possible that also their counterparts in Moesia Superior had been deployed at the same time. The
appellative Macedonica used for II Gallorum, could indicate that this cohort had been stationed for a
while in Macedonia province (similar to the cohort / Hispanorum veterana attested at Stobi and
afterwards in Moesia [nﬁrz'or“). Unfortunately, for the cohorts 7 Flavia Hispanorum milliaria,
I Raetorum and I Thracum c. R. not even indirect evidence can be brought into discussion. It seems
that all these units not attested on the territory of Moesia before Domitian's reign, were in fact
deployed here by Domitian himself. The explicit evidence from the fragmentary military diploma
from 97 which it enlisted 19 cohorts, allows the consideration that all the cohorts enlisted on the

7 CILXVI 164.
* ECK/PANGERL 2005, 58.

” ECK/PANGERL 2005, for this important document from the year 115, and WEISS 2006, 265-280, the
diploma for Syria from the year 153 (see especially WEISS 2006, 280, for a short history of the unit). See also the
famous inscription of M. Valerius Lollianus, discovered at Byllis, Macedonia (CIL III 600 = ILS 2724; SAXER 1967,
34, no. 64), on which appeared separated ala praetoria and ala singularium. This could be a mistake, taking into

account that on the inscription [cobors] III Dacorum is named instead of cohort / Ulpia Dacorum or it could be also the
ala I Ulpia singularium attested on the diploma from AD 156 (CILXVI 106).

“®CILXVI31.

“LORINCZ 2001, 32, no. 15 and 241-242, no. 280-281.
“LORINCZ 2001, 25, no. 36.

“ MATEI-POPESCU 2004, 212-214, no. 26.
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fully preserved military diploma from 100," with the exception of two cohorts, were deployed in
Moesia Superior from the time of Domitian. The cohorts that were not listed before AD 100 were
I Britannorum milliaria civium Romanorum pia fidelis and I Vindelicorum civium Romanorum
milliaria pia fidelis. They are attested in Germania Inferior on the diploma from 20 February 98."
After that date both units were transferred to Moesia Superior by Trajan himself. After this entire
discussion on some particularly problems concerning the specific history of various units attested
in Domitian's time in Moesia Superior, the entire evidence available can be summed up:

Units Previous mentions
ala Claudia Nova Moesia
cohors I Antiochensium Moesia
cohors (I) Cilicum Moesia
cohors I Cisipadensium Moesia
cohors I Cretum Moesia
cohors V Gallorum Moesia
cohors V Hispanorum Moesia
cohors I Lusitanorum Moesia
cobors I Thracum Syriaca Moesia
ala II Pannoniorum Syria

ala praetoria singularium Syria
cohors III Brittonum (veterana) Pannonia
cohors I Hispanorum (scutata Cyrenaica) Pannonia
cohors I Montanorum c. R. Pannonia
cohors VI Thracum Pannonia
cohors VII Breucorum Pannonia
cohors I Flavia Bessorum Moesia?
cobors II Flavia Commagenorum Moesia?
cohors II Gallorum Macedonica Macedonia?
cohors I Flavia Hispanorum milliaria ?

cohors IIIT Raetorum ?

cohors I Thracum c. R. ?

As can be seen from the table, the auxiliary units system for Moesia Superior was built
using the previous skeleton of auxiliary units in Moesia deployed in the western part of that
province to which two cavalry units from Syria, five cohorts from Pannonia and one from
Macedonia were added. It seems that the entire system was built up not later than AD 97. Still we
are aware that this indirect evidence proof that it was in fact built before 18 September 96 by
Domitian. This system was slightly modified by Trajan by adding only two cohorts (but
milliariae) before attacking the Dacians in the spring of AD 101 " Now, we can ask ourselves, why
did Domitian add so many units to a military layout that was fully constructed from time of his
father and why Trajan, while preparing for the first campaign against the Dacian kingdom, has
made only few changes? Can we possible think that Domitian was in fact already preparing a new
campaign against the Dacians?

The news of Domitian's assassination and the proclamation of the new emperor reached

the army of Moesia Superior probably before the end of September 96. As it has been already

“CILXVI 46.

“RMDIV216.

“ MATEI-POPESCU/TENTEA 2006; MATEI-POPESCU/TENTEA 2006a.
 MATEI-POPESCU/TENTEA 2006.

* GRAINGER 2003, 31.
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explained, the behaviour of the Roman army on the Rhine (Germania Superior and Inferior) and
Danube frontier (Pannonia, Moesia Superior and Inferior) would have been decisive for the fate of
the new reign.” But who was the governor of Moesia Superiorat the end of Domitian's reign? Who
commanded such a powerful army, consisting of two legions and a large number of auxiliary units?

From AD 92/93 until July 96™ the governor of Moesia Superiorwas Cn. Pinarius Aemilius
Cicatricula Pompeius Longinus.”" By 20 February 98 he was already governor of Pannonia.” The
next certainly attested governor of Moesia Superior is C. Cilnius Proculus on 8 May 100.”
Therefore, it is not know who was in charge with the governorship of Moesia Superiorin AD 97. It
could have been Longinus, but his attestation on 20 February 98 proves that he had been in
Pannoniaatleast from the previous autumn.™

Now we move towards the second part of our paper, on the matters concerning CILXVI 41.

2.CILXVI 41

At the beginning of the 20" century, on the territory of the Romanian Dobroudja, on the
ancient site of Salsovia, a fragmentarily zabella II of a Roman military diploma was discovered. It
was copied after an imperial constitution in January 97 issued for the auxiliary units from an
unknown province as is proved by the preserved names of the consuls and from the partially
preserved date. The auxiliary units, from this unknown province, were under the leadership of a
certain governor called fulius Mar]...], as it appears on the first preserved lines on the intus (/... Je
sub Iulio Mar/...]). At that date this Julius Mar/...] was governor of a province whose name ends
with £ by the ablative case. Thus it can only be taken into account those provinces which were
either superiores or inferiores. At the dating moment of this diploma there were only the two
Germaniae and the two Moesiae named as superiores and inferiores. In a very stimulating
discussion, P. Holder has already proposed that the possible province where this person was
governor should have been Moesia Superior.” But can we be more precise on this issue? I think we
may offer a positive answer and I shall begin therefore with the remaining text of the diploma CIL
XVI41 (only the intus):

[---]JESVBIVLIO MAR
[---]BSCRIPTA SVNT IPSIS
[---]IM CIVITATEM DEDITET
[---] QVASTVNC HABVISSENT N+T
[---]VT SIQVI CAELIBES ESSENT N+T
[---]SSENT DVMTAXAT SIN
[---] vacat

IANVAR
[---]ILVERGINIO RVFOIII COS 37

“ GRAINGER 2003, 32-37.

* CILXVI39; RMDV 335; RMDI6.

*'ECK 1970, 143-145.

* CILXVI42; RMDI1 80, 81; DOBO 1968, 37-38, no. 24; ECK 1970, 146; FITZ 1993, 164-165, no. 65.

¥ CILXVI 46.

*SYME 1988, 271.

S RMD 'V, 699-700, no. 4*41: “Perhaps Moesia Superior is therefore to be preferred as the province governed by
Tulius Mar[inus(?)] in 97 and there were to issues that year.”
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[---]LORVM CVIPRAE

In the CILXVI41 the text was reconstructed in the following way:

[Imp. Nerva Caesar Augustus, pontifex maximus, tribunic(ia) potestat(e),
co(n)sul I p(ater) p(atriae)]

[auxiliariis, qui---, et sunt in Moesia inferior]e sub Iulio Mar[---]

[quorum nomina sulbscripta sunt, ipsis

[liberis posterique eoru]m civitatem dedit et
[conubium cum uxoribus], quas tunc habuissent,
[cum est civitas is datam aut, siqui caelibes essent,
[cum is, quas postea duxi[ssent dumtaxat sin-
[guli singulas]

[---] lanuayr.
[Imp. Nerva Caes(are) Aug(usto) I1]1, L. Verginio Rufo 111 co.
[---]lorum, cui prae[st---]p(an ran b?)---.

[Descriptum et recognitum etc./.

What is obviously astonishing, at first sight, is the omission of an entire line from the
formula. Usually, after the name of the governor, there follows the formulas: gui quina et vicena
stipendia aut plura meruerant quorum nomina subscripta sunt, ipsis liberis posterique eorum,
civitatem dedit et conubium etc.; or: item dimissis honesta missione, quinis et vicenis pluribusve
stipendiis emeritis, quorum nomina subscripta sunt, ipsis liberis posterique eorum, civitatem dedit et
conubium etc.; or: quinis et vicenis (pluribusve) stipendiis emeritis dimissis honesta missione, quorum
nomina subscripta sunt, ipsis liberis posterique eorum, civitatem dedit et conubium etc. All these three
type-formulas, with very little variations, were studied by G. Alféldy and J. C. Mann.™ In this
fragment the entire part, marked with bold letters, is missing. There is an entire line Alfoldy-
Mann type [ or if it would have been of Alf6ldy-Mann type II or III then probably two lines have
been omitted. H. Nesselhauf has explained in the following way this strange omission: ,Nec
minus offendit, quod legati nomen in parte interiore excepisse videntur verba quorum nomina
subscripta etc. omissa stipendiorum sive honestae missionis indicationis, quam spatium v. 2
inserere non permittit. Quae menda ad indiligentiam scriptoris referenda esse persuasum
habeo;...”.” For him it was therefore very clearly a simple mistake made by the engraver. Stil, such
an omission of an entire line on the inzus of the tabellae I1 entire or partially preserved, especially
on the diplomas issued between AD 80 and AD 110 is not known from other examples. The
omission of this formula is attested only in two cases:

a) when the diplomas are copies of those constitutions issued for special occasions and the
best example in this case is the diploma from 11 July 106 of a soldier from the cohort 7 Ulpia
Brittonum milliaria bis torquata civium Romanorum for the role played by its soldiers in Trajan's
second Dacian expedition: ...sub D. Terentio Scauriano quorum nomina subscripta sunt... and it
follows a special text that mention the rewarding of citizenship ante emerita stipendia;”

* ALFOLDY 1968a; MANN 1972.
""NESSELHAUF 1936, 43. See also the doubts expressed by STROBEL 1985, 52.
*®CILXVI160;IDRI1.
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b) when the diplomas were copied after the constitution given to the auxiliary units whose
soldiers received the emerita stipendia from a former governor and at the moment of the issue of
the constitution in the province there is a new governor. Again the best example comes from
Dacia:...et sunt in Dacia sub D. Terentio Scauriano quinis et vicenis pluribusve stipendiis emeritis
dimissis honesta missione a Iulio Sabino quorum nomina subscripta sunt etc.

Another aspect must be observed: the first line of the intus of tabella II contains the name
of the governor. Checking the list made by P. Holder”, we can see that the nearest parallel is
another fragment of wbella II from a diploma for the auxiliary units in Moesia Inferior on 9
September 97.° From the reconstructed text, it is now clear that least two constitutions were
issued on 9 September 97 to the auxiliary units in the province under the governor Q. Pomponius
Rufus, but they had received honesta missio from the previous governor, Sex. Octavius Fronto.” The
text of the diplomas was longer then usual and the name of the second governor was written on the
first line of zbella I1. It also needs to be said that the name of the governor would have been
written in the same place or even on the second or on the third part line, if the text enlisted too
many units as it is the case of Syria in AD 88,” Mauretania Tingitana in the same year” and
Britannia in 122.% Of course, we must be also aware that the tzbellze of the different diplomas
would not have the same measurements (see the case of the diploma from 14 June 92, from Moesia
Inferiorwhose size is a little bit bigger than usual), but we can assume, following the measurements
of the entirely preserved tabellae, that the differences were not too high.

In conclusion, I assert that this tabella I belonged to a diploma that had a text similar with
the texts that also named the previous governor, or it comes from a diploma that listed a large
number of auxiliary units. The omission of a line from the formula makes me believe that it is
more possible this is a diploma issued to auxiliary soldiers, who had already received their honestae
missiones.

Unfortunately on our fragment there is no room for such a reconstruction because sub
Iulio Mar]...] has clearly been written. Therefore one would expect be: ez sunt in/... Je sub lulio
Mar/...],avery usual formula.

At this stage of research I bring into discussion a very curious fragment of a Roman
military diploma published as RMD IV 218:
tabella I intus
11
SIPI
ETVIIBR
S QVINIS
tabella I extrinsecus
NTIO
R
EDITE
SF

¥ RMD V, AppendixII: inner face of tabella IT: first line, 88-203, 921-923.

“RMD I1I 140; see now WEISS 1997, 233-238 = RMD V 338, with the possible zabella I of this diploma.

* ECK/PANGERL 2005a.

® CILXV135, 3 alaeand 17 cobortes.

® CIL XVI 159, 5 alae and 5 cohortes, but with a little unusual way of dividing the still serving soldiers from the
soldiers who already received their honestae missiones.

* CILXVI 69, 13 alaze and 37 cohortes, but from Hadrian time the text on the izzus was slightly abbreviated.
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Due to the presence of a cohort VII Br/...] which can be only the VII Breucorum, which is
attested in Moesia Superior in the time of Domitian and at the beginning of Trajan's reign,
M. M. Roxan proposed the following construction, using as a model the diploma for Pannonia
from 13 June 80
[Imp. Caesar,...
equitubus et peditibus qui militaverunt in alis // et cohortibus /// quae appelantur...1 Antiochensium et
I Cisipadensium et... et VII Breucorum c. R. et sunt in Moesia Superiore(?) sub name of the governor
item iis qui militant in cobortibus tribus(?) I CiJsi[padensium et...] et VII Brleucorum civium
Romanorum et sunt sub eodem emeriti]s(?) quinis [et vicenis stz'pendiis, quorum nomind mbscripm
sunt...]

(Date)
[coh(ortis) [ A]ntio[chensium cui praest...]

[expeldite [...[sf., [...].

The fragment was dated AD 96/100 and was assigned to the province of Moesia
Superior. For the auxiliary units from Moesia Superior, as we already saw, there is a diploma
from July/August 97,” which has the well known formula of Alfsldy-Mann type I C, given to
the serving soldiers and to the veterans.” It would therefore be possible to have a special issue in
the first days of January, if we, of course, reject Nesselhauf's idea that the omissions from the
usual formula are the results of the engraver's inability. The very presence of another diploma
fragment dating from the same time and having also an unusual formula strongly back up my
assumption.

We can conclude that /ulius Mar/...] was the governor of Moesia Superior in January 97
and could have held this position from the autumn of the previous year when his predecessor was
moved to Pannonia. Being aware of the fact that the diploma from 12 July was given also to the
serving soldiers and to the veterans, we can assume that this diploma was given to the veterans,
who had been forgotten in the summer of AD 96 due to the relegation of Pompeius Longinus to
Pannonia.” We can build up a reconstruction of the text as follows: equitibus et peditibus qui
militaverunt (or iis qui militaverunt equites et pedites) in alis...et cohortibus...quinis et vicenis
pluribusve stipendiis emeritis dimissis honesta missione a Cn. Aemilio Cicatricula Pompeio Longino et
sunt in Moesia Superiore sub Iulio Mar/...?]. Unfortunately, we have no analogy to support our
reconstruction, but as we learn from the above quoted fragment some unusual formulas could
appear in the text of the imperial constitutions issued for some special occasions. The following
discharge of the soldiers from the auxiliary units of Moesia Superior occurred in July/August AD
97 and it was an ordinary one: [equitibus et peditibus] qui milita[nt in alis tribus et cohortibus d]ecem
et novem. .. [quae sunt in Moesia Superiore sub?. .. qui quina et vicena plurave] stipendia merue[runt,
item dimissis] honesta mission[e emeritis stipendiis], quorum nomina. .. etc.”
But who was this enigmatic Julius Mar/... J?

* CILXVI26: , 7is qui militaverunt equites et pedites in alis. .. et cobortibus. . . quae sunt in Pannonia sub T. Atilio Rufo
quinis et vicenis pluribusve stipendiis emeritis dimissis honesta missione item iis qui militant in alis duabus. .. et cohorre er
sunt sub eodem emeritis quinis et vicenis stipendiis quorum nomina etc.”

“ ECK/PANGERL 2005b, 231-234, no. 2.

” ALFOLDY 19682; MANN 1972.

** See the example of a imperial constitution for an egues and and a centurio from two units, from Cappadocia in the
year 100, ECK/PANGERL 2004.

” ECK/PANGERL 2005b, 231-234, no. 2.
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In PIR” (L. Petersen), also followed by A. Stein”, it was assumed that he was probably
L. Iulius Marinus Caecilius Simplex's father,”" attested only in the inscription which records the
career of his son, from which we find out that he was proconsul of Bithynia by the year 89.”

Recently, W. Eck, G. Paci and E. Percossi Serenelli assumed that he was probably 77. Julius
Candidus Marius Celsus, consul ordinarius I1, in AD 105 and consul suffectus (together with Sex.
Octavius Fronto, the governor of Moesia Inferior in AD 91/92-97) in AD 86.” The same
identification was also suggested some years ago, by K. Strobel, but as governor of Moesia
Inferior.” This second identification seems more credible as we expect that an important governor
would have been sent to command of so many units, after the transfer of Longinus to Pannonia.
But to reconstruct the missing parts of the tabella is not easy although we can do it exempli gratia”:

[ET SVNT IN MOESIA SVPERIOR]E SVBIVLIO MARJIO] 36
[CANDIDO v/ CELSO QVORVM NOMINA SVIBSCRIPTA SVNT IPSIS 38/36
[LIBERIS POSTERISQVE EORV]M CIVITATEM DEDITET 39
[CONVBIVM CVM VXORIBVS] QVASTVNCHABVISSENT N+T 36
[CVMEST CIVITASIS DATAA VT SIQVI CAELIBES ESSENT N+T 39
[CVMIIS QVAS POSTEA DVXI]SSENT DVMTAXAT SIN 36
[GVLISSINGVLAS]  vacat

IANVAR
[IMP NERVA CAES AVG IIJI LVERGINIO RVFO III COS 37
[COHORT V GAL]LORVM CVIPRAE[ST...].

The problem is what follows after fulius Marius. We are convinced that the last two letters
were engraved before the hole was made. On the other documents he appeared mostly with his
entire name, also on the diploma from AD 86. The presence of Marius before Candidus is unusual
but, if it has been an abbreviated form, we can aspect that the two nomina to be given, showing his
affiliation to both families. After, we can choose between the cognomina Candidus and Celsus, as
the difference it is only of two letters, changing not too much in the formula.

The name of the cohort V' Gallorum is the only possibility, as on the picture are preserved
the letters LORVM. The other unit 77 Gallorum Macedonica, would be expected to have had its
cognomen engraved.

We are able now to supply the name of this governor on the diploma from July/August 97,
the same 7. Tulius Candidus Marius Celsus.

" PIR% 1V, 233, I no. 401; STEIN 1940, 59, but with the commentary: ,Nicht ganz sicher ist die Erginzung dieses
Namens und noch weniger sicher, daf§ er Statthalter von Niedermoesien war.”. See also R. Syme's remark about him:
»Though putin charge of three legions, Marinus not have had much military experience in his favour. That was not in
demand for legates in a quiet period.” (SYME 1988, 270-271).

"'PIR’, IV, 235, I no. 408.

”1LS 1026.

" ECK/PACI/SERENELLI 2003, 80-82; PIR’, IV, 193-194, I no. 241; GARZETTI 1950, 127-128, no. 68. For
the first consulate see CIL XVI 33, where it appears with his full name, DEGRASSI 1952, 26 and 31 (for the second
tenure).

" STROBEL 1985, 54-55.

7 STROBEL 1985, 55, has also tried to reconstruct the text of the tabella, but only in the first two lines: ,.sub lulio
Marl(ilo Candido]”. But as we can see from the entire reconstruction of the tabella both cognomina Celsus or Candidus
could be supplied here.
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Conclusions

The auxiliary units from Moesia Superior were all, with two exceptions, garrisoned in this
province from the time of Domitian. Probably after the winter attack of the Dacians and after the
victory by L. Funisulanus Vetonianus over the invaders, Domitian noticed that a large part of the
auxiliary units from the former province of Moesia were located in the eastern part and that there
were not enough units in Moesia Superior. Therefore he filled up the defensive system with two
more cavalry units brought from Syriz and with, at least, five cohorts from Pannonia. In AD 96,
probably in connection with the preparation of the war, against the Suebians, that was in fact
fought in the Nerva's time the emperor appointed Cn. Pinarius Aemilius Cicatricula Pompeius
Longinus to the command of Pannonia. He was a man of great military skill as we understand from
the part played by him in the Trajan's Dacian war. As we can see now, Domitian gave his governors
long tenures. Sex. Octavius Fronto is mentioned as governor of Moesia Inferior till the summer of
AD 97. Pompeius Longinus had been in Moesia Superior at least from AD 93, and he was only
moved because of the requirements of the war preparations made him moved. It was normal to
send to the command of Moesia Superior a trusted man, 7i. Iulius Candidus Marius Celsus, vir
consularis. He was in Rome for some years (he appears in the inscriptions of the Arvales Brothers),
but previously he had been governor of Cappadocia, a military province. Although we have no
information that he was a person of a great military skill, the former command in Cappadocia
suggests that he had some experience in dealing with the military circles. We can assume that
Domitian has no intention, in that moment, to involve the Roman army from Moesia Superior in
the military operations which would have been the task of the army of Pannonia. This does not
mean that Domitian would have not need here a governor capable to face a possible unexpected
attack. Probably, in the spring of AD 97 Domitian would have wanted to open the war at the
Pannonian border. [t was assassinated on 18 September 96, with only one day before the ending of
the so called /udi Romani, which requested the emperor presence. Recently, ]. D. Grainger has even
suggested that probably the conspirators envisioned a possible leaving of the emperor from Rome,
after that date.” The Nerva's bellum Suebicum proves that the preparations were almost
completed by the autumn of AD 96. The news of Domitian assassination would have been
arrived on the Danubian border by the end of September and from the sources we have no
record of any military riots. The careers of the governors from Pannonia and Moesia Superior
under the new regime prove that both have not reacted against. Cn. Pinarius Aemilius
Cicatricula Pompeius Longinus has been probably comes Traiani in the first expeditio Dacica and
he was left at the command of the army on the newly conquered territory and 77 fulius
Candidus Marius Celsus received the greathonour of the second consulate in the year 105. After
AD 98, Trajan took a decision concerning the Dacian kingdom. Having in regard that in only
three years he opened the war, we must also envisaged that he was continuing Domitian's
policy. In fact, as we already saw, he added only two units to the auxiliary forces of Moesia
Superior, personally inspected at the end of AD 98 or in AD 99.” Thus, with Domitian's
indirect help, Trajan could begin his search for glory.

" GRAINGER 2003, 27.
7 SPEIDEL 2002, 26-28.
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