A BRONZE SAUCEPAN HANDLE WITH CRAFTSMAN'S STAMP
FROM ULPIA TRAIANA SARMIZEGETUSA
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The archaeological excavations conducted in the last decades at Ulpia Traiana
Sarmizegetusa revealed, besides the significant information related to the town's development, an
important amount of archaeological material. Among these artifacts, a fragmentary bronze
saucepan, discovered during the excavations that took place in the forum vetus of the Roman town',
can be distinguished. The handle preserved (Fig. 1, Fig. 2) is 7.4 cm long, 2.5 cm wide, 0.25 cm
thick, witharound end, 5 cm in diameter, that presents a circular hole in the middle, 1 cm in diameter.

The object is decorated with two parallel grooves along each edge and the round end
shows another two concentric grooves near the edge, sporadic decorated with relief pearl stab. The
handle was cast together with the body of the vessel
which is now missing. It is well preserved, with a
green patina that presents brown — golden patches.
The craftsman's stamp can be observed on the
handle in a rectangular field, 1 cm long, positioned
lengthwise and parallel to the axis. The very end of
the stamp is damaged, still the end of the field being
visible. This fact restrains the reading of the
complete name, allowing only the reading MELIC.

The object is kept in The Museum of the
Dacian and Roman Civilization, Deva (Romania)
under the inventory number UTS 32.751. The
vessel was discovered immediately under layer
number nine in the forum's stratigraphy’, layer
considered by the authors brought from the place of
a battle or of an assault upon a Roman military
convoy, sometime between the two Dacian wars, ;
very probably in A. D. 105, to help levelling the ' L em
demolition of the wooden forum, in order to

X Fig. 1. Saucepan handle from
construct the stone one’.

Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa.
'ETIENNE/PISO/DIACONESCU 20022003, 75, 77, PL. X/Br. 60; PISO 2006, 70.
*ETIENNE/PISO/DIACONESCU 2002-2003, 75; PISO 2006, 70.

* For the complete interpretation of layer number 9 see: ETTENNE/PISO/DIACONESCU 2002-2003, 74-86;

PISO 2006, 69-72. For a different interpretation see: OPREANU 2006, 64-69.
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Fig. 2. Saucepan handle from Ulpia Traiana
Sarmizegetusa.

The saucepan from Ulpia Traiana
Sarmizegetusa belongs to a wide spread category of
bronze vessels, in the Roman Empire and outside its
borders, known in the archaeological literature as
“Kasserolen/Saucepans/Casseroles.” The term used
to describe this shape of bronze vessel is a modern
one, due to the fact that the antique name is not
known. The identification of the type with the term
patera can only be a major error, especially because
patera is, first of all, a vessel without a handle, with a
clear functionality in the sacred area’, which is not
the case for saucepans. They represented one of the
main pieces of the drink service, their specific
functionality being that of vessels in which the wine
was mixed with water and spices before serving it or,
depending on the dimenssions and different types,
vessels for scooping’ the wine from bigger
recipients or for measuring the different quantities
that were to be mixed”. The hypothesis that
saucepans were used in the kitchen as cooking
vessels doesn't have any ground®. From the 190

saucepans discovered in Pompei, none of them presents traces of burning, fact that excludes

. . . 9
their use as part of the cooking service .

The vessel from Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa corresponds to a variant of the type of
saucepans with handle ending in a disc pierced by a round hole (Kasserollen mit rundem Loch), one of
the most common and spread type of saucepans across the Roman Empire.

The special thing about the Sarmizegetusa handle is the fact that there is only one other

bronze vessel in the entire Empire with the same craftsman's stamp. The vessel is another
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Fig. 3. Bronze saucepan from Waal (after DEN BOESTERD 1956, Plate 11/22).

“NUBER 1972, 99-103, 140.

*WIELOWIEJSKI 1992, 99; PETROVSZKY 1993, 34, 52, 78, 84.

‘PETROVSZKY 1993, p. 78, 88.
"PETROVSZKY 1993, 38,51,73,78.
*PETROVSZKY 1993, 38.
"TASSINARI 1993, 232.
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saucepan'’ (Fig. 3), complete this time, of the same type as the one from Dacia: Petrovszky V 4b".
It was purchased from Waal, near Kekerdom (Netherlands) and it is kept in the Rijksmuseum
G. M. Kam at Nijmegen. Maria den Boesterd considers the vessel probably of Gaulish
manufacture of the late 1" century A.D. and offers for the stamp the lecture MELIP(?)O F".
Reinterpreting the object, R. Petrovszky doubts the letter P, considering that it could also be a C
incorrectly read, fact proved by the stamp from Sarmizegetusa. He places the craftsman activity
between 55/60-80 A.D., considering him of Gaulish originls.

As it can be seen, the fragment from Dacia and the vessel from Waal have been stamped
with the same instrument of rectangular shape, with the letters placed and shaped in the same
way (Fig. 4). The only difference is represented by the (exact) place of the stamping, which differs.
The stamp from the vessel from Waal allows the completing of the fragmentary one from Ulpia
Traiana Sarmizegetusa as MELICO F: Melico f{ecit).

Petrovszky type V 4 includes saucepans which, as the stamped pieces show, were of
Gaulish manufacture'’. The Gaulish production started in the middle of the first century and in
its first phase it imitated the Italic products”. Type 4b represents, actually, the imitation in the

Gaulish workshops of the Italic type of saucepan Petrovszky V 2". The most different feature of
the Gaulish products is represented by

the craftsman's stamp. The Italic

craftsman marks his name with #ia f?
nomina in a rectangular stamp, while the

Gaulish one uses only cognomina and the

stamp has usually an arched shape"’. L e

The stamp from the two vessels Fig. 4. 1a—1b. Stamp on the vessel from Ulpia Traiana

from Waal and Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa; 2. Stamp on the vessel from Waal
Sarmizegetusa is that of a Gaulish (after DEN BOESTERD 1956, Plate XVIII/22b).

craftsman, made in Italic tradition'®, due to its rectangular field. The stamp on the handle from
Dacia allowed clarifying the name and the stamp of the Gaulish craftsman Melico who can be
placed somewhere in Gaul between 55/60 and 80 A.D. Judging by the context of discovery (the
firstor second decade of the 1" century A.D.) the vessel remained in use around halfa century.
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