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IMPORTS FROM THE AEGEAN AREA TO THE EASTERN
ALPINE AREA AND NORTHERN ADRIATIC IN
LATE ANTIQUITY

Zvezdana Modrijan'

Abstract: The area of Eastern Alps and Northern Adriatic was in contact with the Aegean territory
already in prebistory. These contacts were continued and strengthened after the Roman conquest. During
the Late Antiquity this area was the site of quick military and political changes reflected also in the supply
of imported goods. In the 4” and the beginning of the 5 century imported pottery from the north-African
territory prevails. In the 2" half of the 5 and especially in the 6" century the import from northern Africa
is substituted by the import from the eastern Mediterranean. Besides the Aegean also amphorae from Syria,
Palestine, and Gaza can be found. The connections with Mediterranean in the mainland existed still in the
6" century and along the north Adriatic coast until the mid—7" century. These connections are definitively
terminated with the Slavic settlement.

Keywords: Amphorae, Eastern Alpine area, Aegean area, Late Antiquity

1. Introduction

The discussed territory which is today divided between several countries (Slovenia, Italy,
Croatia, and Austria) was during the entire Antique period due to its position between the
Apennine Peninsula, the Balkan Peninsula and Pannonia of immense importance for it repre-
sented the easiest passage towards the Apennine Peninsula (Pl I). Thus the establishment of
Aquileia in 181 BC was primarily intended for the protection of passages towards Italy, while
the town itself soon assumed the role of the most important emporium in the area between the
Mediterranean and the Alps-Danube territory?.

The area’s fortification reaches its peak with the construction of a defensive system,
today known as Claustra Alpium Iuliarum, in the second half of the 3" century®. The system is
composed of defence walls, towers, and smaller forts which closed-off more easily passable parts®.
The biggest forts in the system are Zarsatica (Rijeka, Croatia), at the beginning of the system
along the Kvarner Gulf, and Ad Pirum (Hrusica, Slovenia), at the highest pass of the itinerary
road Aquileia—Emona—Poetovio’. Military garrisons were stationed also at certain stations on
the strategically important spots outside the system itself, in its hinterland (Ajdovs¢ina, Rodik,

! Institute of Archaeology, ZRC SAZU (Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts), Novi
trg 2, SI-1000, Ljubljana, SI; e-mail: Zvezdana.Modrijan@zrc-sazu.si.

2 Assembled in HORVAT/BAVDEK 2009, 132—135.

3 SASEL/PETRU (Eds.) 1971,11-15. The construction of the defence system is dated different by different
authors. See an overview in CIGLENECKI/MILAVEC 2009, 177 and KOS 2012, 265-266.

4 SASEL/PETRU (eds.) 1971; CHRISTIE 1991.

> BEKIC/RADIC-STIVIC 2009; ULBERT 1981.
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52 Zvezdana Modrijan

Smarata, Povir, Stanjel etc.). The dating of the end of defence system is not completely clear;
excavations on Hrusica indicate that life was present within the fort still at least in the first
decade of the 5" century, while garrisons persevere at the better secured settlements in the
hinterland at least until the middle of the 5* century’.

After the Hunnic invasions in the mid-5" century bigger Roman towns in Slovenia’s
interior (Emona, Celeia, Poetovio) are no longer permanently settled®. These invasions are devas-
tating also for Aquileia — while life in the town does not end completely, its territory shrinks
significantly and, most importantly, Aquileia loses its significance in the network of overseas
trading connections’. Aquileia’s role as the supply centre was taken over by Grado, and also few
other coastal settlements, such as Marano, Trieste, Koper, Fizine, and Savudrija'®.

During the last third of the 4" and the first half of the 5* century a strong settlement
shift can be noticed from towns and provincial settlements in the lowlands towards the naturally
protected hills which are additionally artificially fortified. Hilltop fortified settlements become
the dominating settlement form on the entire eastern Alpine territory, and wider, from the
middle of the 5" century onward. Some settlements are built on strategically exposed heights
that control the important roads (e. g. Tonovcov grad near Kobarid, Korinjski hrib, Sv. Pavel
above Vrtovin, Ajdna), others are distant from the main roads and their function is not predomi-
nantly military (e. g. Ajdovski gradec above Vranje, Gradec near Prepretno, Rifnik near Setnjur).

Due to their exceptional defensive position at the confluence of rivers two flatland
centres also gain significance in this time, these are Kranj (Carnium) and Crnomelj”.

Already after the ruin of the Claustra Alpium Iuliarum system, and especially in the
mid—5" century, the increased inflow of new settlers into the Istrian coastal towns can be noticed
which due to their position south of the main roads evaded invasions from both, the Goths as
well as the Huns'.

In this time also the main road Aquileia—Emona was abandoned, while other roads (e. g.
the road through the Soca valley, the road through the Upper Sava valley, the road through the
Krka valley etc.) gain importance®.

At the end of the 5% century, this territory was part of Theoderic’s Ostrogothic Kingdom,
while after the Byzantine-Gothic Wars it became part of the Byzantine state for a short period.
The Byzantine rule did not persevere for long; namely, Justinian soon gave the Langobards the
areas of Polis Norikén and ohirémata epi Pannonias, which are presently located in the territory
from Sisak to the Ljubljana basin, possibly even to Kranj, its centre being in the hinterland of
the then abandoned towns of Celeia and Poetovio™.

In 568, a fairly unhindered invasion of the Langobards into Italy followed and in a few
decades the Langobard state was formed on the great part of northern, central, and southern
Italy. The Duchy of Friuli with its seat in Cividale del Friuli (Forum Iulii) occupied a great part
of Friuli and also a part of present-day western Slovenia.

¢ VIDRIH PERKO 1997a, 257.

7ULBERT 1981, 46-49; PFLAUM 2004, 152-153; VIDRIH PERKO 1997a, 257; VIDRIH PERKO/
ZUPANCIC 2005, 522-524; KOS 2012, 300.

8 Assembled in CIGLENECKI 1999, 290. Conversely consider SASEL KOS 1994, PLESNICAR GEC 1997.

 VILLA 2004, 561-570, with the bibliography quoted there; SOTINEL 2001, 61-69.

1o MALAGUTI ET ALII 2007, 65-66; VILLA 1998, 276; SOTINEL 2001, 61-69; VIDRIH PERKO 2005,
62-66; VIDRIH PERKO/ZUPANCIC 2005, 521-536; GASPARI ET ALII 2007, 185.

1 CIGLENECKI 1999, 294; SAGADIN 1998; MASON 1998.

12 CUNJA 1996, 129-130; VIDRIH PERKO/ZUPANCIC 2005,524.

13 CIGLENECKI 2011.

4 CIGLENECKI 1992; CIGLENECKI 1999, 295; For locating of Polis Norikon in Ptuj see in SASEL KOS
1994.
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The Istria peninsula remains under the Byzantine rule probably until 770". Istrian
towns in the 2" half of the 6™ and the beginning of the 7" century thrived significantly which
is reflected primarily by the lively trading connections with the Mediterranean area.

Slavic settlement of the majority of the present-day Slovenian territory until the
beginning of the 7" century causes destruction and abandonment of most hilltop settlements
in eastern and central Slovenia. The first Slavic invasions into Istria are attested in the beginning
of the 7* century; nevertheless, the permanent Slavic settlement ends by the end of the century
here also®.

2. Imports from the Aegean territory in the South-Eastern Alps

The area of South-Eastern Alps was in contact with the Aegean territory already in
prehistory'. These contacts were continued and strengthened after the Roman conquest.
During the Late Antiquity this area was the site of quick military and political changes reflected
also in the supply of imported goods. Thus the supply differs through time and also by region.

In the 5" and 6™ century, it was mostly amphorae that came to the northern Adriatic
and eastern Alps from the wider Aegean-Asia Minor area. Most frequently attested are amphorae
LRA 1 and LRA 2, while forms LRA 3 and Samos-cistern also appear. Kitchenware and tableware
was imported as accompanying goods.

The earliest Aegean imports (e. g. wine amphorae from Rhodes) belong to the 2™
century BC, as is proven by, for example, certain finds from Aguileia'®. In the 2™ century AD,
sigillata B (especially B2), which originates from workshops along the coast of Asia Minor'?,
prevails among the eastern Mediterranean imports. This type of fine tableware is represented
mostly along the north Adriatic coast and its immediate hinterland®. From the beginning of the
2" century onwards Aegean cooking-ware (ECW), e. g. casseroles and lids) also appears®'. This
type of cooking-ware was also found at settlements in the interior — especially along the main
road Aquileia—Emona®.

Wine amphorae of the 1% and the beginning of the 2™ century are represented by
the late Rhodian and some rarer forms?, and from the end of the 2" century onwards by
one-handled small amphorae MRA 3%,

In the 4™ and the beginning of the 5" century in the area of the south-eastern Alps and
northern Adriatic imported pottery from the north-African territory prevails. The expansion of
African goods is mostly connected to the introduction of the annona, some of the African goods
also came to the market as consequence of private initiative”. Aegean imports are fairly rare in
this period, in the 4™ century most frequently one-handled amphorae MRA 3, which are in the
5% century followed by LRA 3, appear. These are two-handled jugs with ribbed body and hollow
foot®®. Due to the fragmentary preservation of the finds the distinction between MRA 3 and
LRA 3 is sometimes impossible.

15> FERLUGA 1992, 181.

16 Assembled in CUNJA 1996, 18.

7 von HASE 1998, 285-319; TERZAN 1990.

18 MANDRUZZATO/TTUSSI/DEGRASST 2000, 359.

19 HAYES 1985, 49; SCHNEIDER 2000, 532.

20 ZERJAL 2005, 263-292; ZERJAL 2008, 132-136,with the bibliography quoted there.
21 ISTENIC/SCHNEIDER 2000, 341-345; ZERJAL 2008, 136-138.

2 7ZERJAL 2008, Fig. 1,138.

2 VIDRIH PERKO 2000, 430-431.

24 7ZERJAL 2008, 138.

» REYNOLDS 1995, 106-112; VIDRIH PERKO 2000, 435; STONE 2009, 144—146.
26 PIERI 2005, 95-101.
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The production of LRA 3 is supposed in several centres on the western coast of Asia
Minor: in the Sardis region, in the Caystros Valley, in the vicinity of Ephesus, and in the
Meander Valley”. Early types appear already in the 4" century, the production peaks in the
5% century, while they still appear in the 6™ century®. At the discussed territory they appear
in the coastal towns and villas (Piran, Savudrija, Trieste, Aquileia, Skolarice)?, at hilltop settle-
ments in Friuli and in the Soca valley (Udine, Osoppo, Invillino, Tonovcov grad)®, at posts of
the Claustra Alpium Iuliarum defence system and in its hinterland (Ajdovééina, Rodik, Stanjel,
Hrusica, Krizna gora)’' and in bigger towns of the interior (Emona, Crnomelj)*. So far these are
unknown in the eastern part of Slovenia (Pl. II).

In the 2™ half of the 5* and especially in the 6* century the import from northern
Africa seizes almost completely and is substituted by the import from the eastern Mediterranean.
Amphorae prevail but late eastern sigillata (LRC production) also appears. Besides the Aegean
also amphorae from Syria, Palestine, and Gaza can be found.

The most frequently represented Late Antique amphora at the discussed territory is LRA
1. The centre of production for these amphorae is generally located on the southern coast of
Asia Minor to northern Syria, therefore not on the narrow Aegean area; nevertheless, since they
were also made on Cyprus, on the south-western coast of Asia Minor, and on Rhodes®”, they
are still included in this overview. Workshops on Cyprus were supposed to bloom only after the
downfall of big workshops in Cilicia in the middle of the 6" century*, where the production
is with late forms generally documented until the middle of the 7" century®. LRA 1 were
primarily wine amphorae, yet especially in the late period of development other contents is also
possible®.

In the here discussed area, the earliest example could be represented by the amphora
found at the fort Hrusica / Ad Pirum® . However, since the end of life in the fort is set in the first
decade of the 5% century®, it is unlikely that the quoted fragment belongs to LRA.

In the villa rustica at Skolarice, in the hinterland of Koper, the demise of which is dated
to the middle of the 5* century, an LRA 1 amphora was found in the destruction layers of the
large store-room®. This amphora could due to its small rim diameter be assigned among early
variant LRA 1A, dated from the end of the 4" and in the 5* century*'. The early variant LRA
1A is represented also in Trieste*” and at Krizna gora (PL. IV/6).

27 Assembled in BEZECZKY 2013, 165.

28 PIERI 2005, 94.

% Piran: VIDRIH PERKO 1995, Fig. 3: 14; VIDRIH PERKO/ZUPANCIC 2005, Fig. 4: 10-11; Trieste:
DEGRASSI/GADDI/MANDRUZZATO 2007, Fig. 1: 8, AURIEMMA 2007, t. 34: 68-69; Aquileia: DONAT
1994b, PL. 63: AO12-17; Skolarice: ZERJAL 2008, Fig. 6.

% Udine: BUORA 1990, 52-53; Osoppo: DONAT 1994, 405; Invillino: MACKENSEN 1987, Fig. 41: 6;
Tonovcov grad: MODRIJAN 2011, PL. 72: 3; 73: 6,8-16; 100: 10.

31 Ajdovitina: VIDRIH PERKO/ZBONA TRKMAN 2004, Fig. 9: 9,12; Rodik: VIDRIH PERKO 1997b,
Fig. 2: 38,39; gtanjel: VIDRIH PERKO 19974, Fig. 5: 18; Krizna gora: Fig. 5: 6.

32 Emona: VIDRIH PERKO 1994, Pl. 6: 3; Crnomelj: MASON 1998, PI. 2: 3.

3 PIERI 2005, 80; 2007, 611-625; REYNOLDS 2005, 565-567.

3 PIERI 2007, 614—616.

3 FERRAZZIOLI/RICCI 2010, 818-819.

3 REYNOLDS 1995, 71; PIERY 2005, 81-85; WILLIAMS 2005, 617; ELTON 2005, 692.

% VIDRIH PERKO 1992, P1. 5: 7.

38 Last overview in KOS 2012, 265-289.

3% Also Vidrih Perko now believes that the published example does not belong to LRA 1. I sincerely thank V.
Vidrih Perko for the information.

0 ZERJAL 2010, 705, Fig. 6: 20.

4 PIERI 2005, 70-72.

“2 DEGRASSI/GADDI/MANDRUZZATO 2007, Fig. 1: 7.



Imports from the Aegean Area to the Eastern Alpine Area and Northern Adriatic in Late Antiquity 55

Other typologically determinable amphorae belong mostly to classical type LRA 1B.
These were common in coastal towns*, and were found also in almost all at least partly researched
hilltop settlements in Slovenia*, Friuli®, and Carinthia®. Unlike earlier Aegean imports these
amphorae appear — even though in a smaller number — also in the central and eastern part of
Slovenia (PL II).They are also known from lowland settlements, such as Kranj (Carnium) and
Crnomelj?, which are the two settlements with the emphasized military function, smaller rural
settlements (e. g. Menges)*, and cave sites®. They were found primarily in contexts of the 6
century”’.

A fairly frequently represented form at the discussed area is also LRA 2. The territory
of their origin is the Aegean-Black Sea area’’. This type was widely spread across the entire
Mediterranean but was prevalent in its eastern part. These amphorae were especially common
in the Danubian region where they were supposedly connected to the organised military troops
supply at the forts of the Danubian limes™. In the western Mediterranean their presence is
supposed to be the sign of trading connections®. Opinions about their contents are contra-
dictory, it is most likely that they were multi-purpose®®. The development of amphorae LRA 2
is long. Variant LRA 2A, where the funnel-shaped rim leads directly into the shoulder, appears
through the entire 5* until the middle of the 6™ century, while variant LRA 2B appears from the
mid—6" century onwards. Late variants LRA 2C appear also in the 7* century.

Amphorae LRA 2 at the discussed territory appear along the coast and in the interior.
In the coastal towns they are not as common as LRA 1 and amphorae from Levant, for example
in Trieste these represent only 1% among the Late Antique amphorae®. On the contrary, they
are very common at certain settlements in Friuli and western Slovenia, as they are the leading
form at Invillino, Udine, Tonovcov grad”’, and at Krizna gora (Pl. V/1-5). In late antique towns
they are found in Kranj and Crnomelj*®. Similarly as LRA 1, they are with individual examples
represented also at the settlements in eastern Slovenia and Carinthia®.

 Koper: VIDRIH PERKO 1994, Pl. 1: 9; PL. 7: 4; Fizine: GASPARI et al. 2007, Pl. 7: 172; Piran: VIDRIH
PERKO 1995, Fig. 2: 1—4: Trieste: AURIEMMA 2007, Pl. 34: 71-72; Grado: MALAGUTT ET ALII 2007, PL 1:
7; Aquileia: AURIEMMA 2007, Pl. 34: 71-72.

# Gradis¢e above Baselj: VIDRIH PERKO 1994, PL. 1: 1,2; Sv. Pavel above Vrtovin: SVOLJSAK 1985, Pl. 7:
118-120; Tonovcov grad: MODRIJAN 2011, Pl 69; 1; Rifnik: BAUSOVAC 2010, Fig. 3: 1-5.

® Udine: VILLA 1998, 284-285, Fig. 4: 13-14; Iulium Carnicum: VILLA 2002, Fig. 8: 1; Attimis: VILLA
2003, PL. 1: 2.

“ Hemmaberg: LADSTATTER 2000, PL. 21:1; 2013: Fig. 5: 4-5, 6: 6; Ulrichsberg: LADSTATTER 2003,
Fig. 6: 1-18.

7 SAGADIN 2008, PL. 6: 1, 12: 3-6, 42: 18-20; 43: 2-3,4,6, 46: 3,4; MASON 1998, DL 2: 1.

4 SAGADIN 1995, P1. 2: 11.

# Predjama: VIDRIH PERKO 1994, PL. 1: 1; Acijev spodmol: TURK ET ALII 1992, PL. 6: 14 a,b,c; Podmol:
TURK ET ALII 1993, PL. 18: 22.

5 MODRIJAN 2011, 150, 158; MASON 1998, 300.

ST ARTHUR 1998, 168-169; OPAIT 2004, 295-296; PIERI 2005, 85-94.

2 KARAGIORGOU 2001, 149; OPAIT 2004a, 307..

5 KARAGIORGOU 2001, 149-151; PIERI 2005, 143-177.

>4 Assembled in PIERI 2005, 92-93.

> PIERY 2005, 86-89.

¢ AURIEMMA/QUIRI 2007, 40; Koper: CUNJA 1996, 113-114, PL. 26: 294-296, KA]FEZ/]OSIPOVIC
2000, PL. 1: 5,6; 3: 1,3; 6: 1-3; Piran: SNOJ/NOVSAK 1992, 267, Pl. 4: 4,5; Fizine: GASPARI ET ALII. 2007,
Pl. 10: 263; 11: 280—283.

7 MACKENSEN 1987, 248-249, Fig. 42: 1-15; BUORA 1990; MODRIJAN 2011, PL. 69: 1, PL. 70: 1-4.

°8 Kranj: SAGADIN 2008, PL 3: 13,14; 6: 4-8; 12: 7-9, 18: 6; 42: 13-16, 28: 6; 30: 5; Crnomelj: MASON
1998, Pl. 2: 2.

*? Rifnik: BAUSOVAC 2010, Fig. 3: 6; Vipota: CIGLENECKI/PIRKMAJER 1987, Pl. 1: 25, 6); Gradi$e above
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Most amphorae are too fragmentarily preserved to enable the determination of their
types; some of the better preserved allow us to conclude that both variants, LRA 2A and LRA
2B, appear here. Form LRA 2B is known from e. g. Krizna gora (P1. V/1, 2).

The next Aegean form is amphora Samos-cistern. A prolonged, pear shaped body, a
conical shoulder with a low cylindrical neck, a slightly thickened rim, two handles with longi-
tudinal grooves and a base, which can end with a button-like widening are typical of these
amphorae. The wall is unevenly broadly ribbed. The fabric is hard, smooth, with a lot of mica,
the colour is brown.

Some authors dispute the definition of such amphorae into an independent type,
for example D. Pieri sees them as solely a minor late variant of type LRA 8%. The island of
Samos and the coast of Asia Minor around Halicarnassus are mentioned as possible production
centres®’. These amphorae are dated to the time from the second half of the 6% to the second half
of the 7 century. The centre of their distribution was the north-eastern Mediterranean, they are
rare in the west®. In the late 6™ and the beginning of the 7™ century they were in the northern
Adriatic and Campania found especially at those sites which were important for Byzantium
while conquering and controlling the reconquered territory®.

They are known from the coastal towns®, Friuli, the Soc¢a valley®, and Duel in Austria®.
These locations confirm the thesis about the appearance of these amphorae at the strategically
important sites.

The sigillata of African origin (African Red Slip Ware), which prevailed until the mid-5*
century, is among tableware in the 6™ century substituted by the Eastern sigillata (LRC). It was
made on the western coast of Asia Minor, especially in the town of Focaea and its surroundings®’.
This form is common along the Adriatic coast®® and is represented also in the interior, especially
on fortified hilltop settlements. Along the entire Adriatic coast and also in the eastern Alps forms
Hayes 3%, especially 3F and 3G, dated to the 6™ century prevail. They were found at Krizna
gora, Tonovcov grad, Sv. Pavel, Invillino, Crnomelj , Tinje, Svete gore, and Hemmaberg”®. Forms
3F and 3G are dated to the 6™ century’'.

From Hemmaberg form LRC 3E with a stamped decoration from the 2 half of the 5*
century is also known’?, and from Piran form Hayes 10 C, which appears in the 2™ half of the
6™ and the 7* century”.

Baselj: VIDRIH PERKO 1994, PL. 2: 1; Hemmaberg: LADSTATTER 2003, Fig. 6: 7; Kapelle: LADSTATTER
2003, Fig. 8: 12.

% PIERI 2005,133-135.

S1 PIERI 2005, 136.

62 ARTHUR 1990, 284—290; PIERI 2005, 135.

% ARTHUR 1990, 289, Fig. 4.

¢ Koper: CUNJA 1996, Pl. 27: 299; Marano: ARTHUR 1990, Fig. 1; Torcello: TONIOLO 2007, Pl 3b1.

% Tonovcov grad: MODRIJAN 2011, PL 71: 1; Udine: VILLA 1998, Fig. 4: 16; ODERZO: Arthur 1990,
Fig. 2: 2; perhaps also Invillino: MACKENSEN 1987, 248-249, Pl. 41: 7.

¢ LADSTATTER 2003, Fig. 7: 8. E Laubenheimer believes that this fragment belongs to LRA 1
(STEINKLAUBER 2013, 111, Farbtab. 14/401).

 MARTIN 1998, 109. Production in the wider area of Asia Minor presumed MACKENSEN 1987, 235.

% MACKENSEN 1987, 239, Fig. 39; MARTIN 1998, Fig. 6; PROTTEL 1996, Fig. 14.

® MACKENSEN 1987, 237-239.

7 Krizna gora: PROTTEL 1996, PL. 6: 14, 16; Tonovcov grad: MODRIJAN 2011, PL. 100: 1; Sv. Pavel:
SVOLJSAK 1985, Pl 5: 81, PROTTEL 1996, PL 6: 7; Invillino: MACKENSEN 1987, Fig. 38: 7-13; Crnomelj:
MASON 1998, Pl. 4: 5-6; Tinje: PROTTEL 1996, 90-91, 203; Svete gore: KOROSEC/KOROSEC 1978, PL. 7: 1.

71 PROTTEL 1996, 91.

72 LADSTATTER 2003, 835, Fig. 4: 4.

73 PROTTEL 1996, 92, PL. 31: 27.
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3. Conclusion

In the Late Antiquity goods from the Aegean territory more massively appear at the
discussed area in its last period, from the middle of the 5" to the middle of the 7 century.
This is the time when after the official downfall of the Western Roman Empire various rulers
here quickly changed places, the time when the Roman road network is ruined, and when
the majority of inhabitants move from Roman towns (Emona, Celeia, Poetovio) and provincial
settlements to safer areas. Part of them moves to towns along the Istrian coast, others withdraw
to fortified hilltop settlements. Some of these settlements (e. g. Tonovcov grad) assumed certain
functions of Roman towns (regarding administration, church, and defence)’. Imports from the
Mediterranean also indicate that despite the downfall of the state there still existed some organi-
zation which could provide people with imported goods.

Despite various peoples who in this period crossed Slovenia or even settled here for a
certain period of time (Ostrogoths, Langobards) finds show that autochthonous inhabitants
prevailed who even in these circumstances tried to retain to some extent the contact with the
Roman culture. Germanic inhabitants were at some strategically more important hilltop settle-
ments represented probably with smaller garrisons, maybe with individual families (Rifnik,
Tonovcov grad).

Naturally, the situation differs from one part to another. Coastal towns present a special
division as these were at least until the middle of the 7* century part of the organised overseas
trade. After the decline of Aquileia as the main port the initiative was taken over by other, even
much smaller ports in the second half of the 5* century.

A similar composition of imported goods as in coastal towns can be observed in the
settlements in Friuli and western Slovenia, only their quantity is smaller. These settlements were
obviously still fairly regularly supplied through north Adriatic ports.

The only two bigger lowland settlements in the interior of the time, Kranj and Crnomelj,
also reveal quite a regular supply of Aegean goods. Both settlements had an important strategic
role — Crnomelj in the system of Justinian’s reconquista and Kranj as one of the centres of the
Langobard settlement.

The situation in the central and eastern part of the discussed area is somewhat different.
There LRA 1 and LRA 2 appear only individually even at the better researched settlements
(Rifnik, Vranje), while LRA 3 are not found at all. Amphora Samos-cistern was discovered only
at the strategically important fort Duel in the Drava valley in Austria.

Due to a significant distance of these sites from the north Adriatic ports and the
destroyed road network it is possible that amphorae came to these settlements on the so-called
Danubian route”, along the Drava and Sava valleys deep into the Alps.

The distribution of Eastern sigillata is especially interesting. It is represented practically
along the entire discussed area and is absent only from the western Carinthian sites, such as
Teurnia, Duel, and Hoischugel. The explanation that the reason lays in the distance of these
settlements from the north Adriatic ports’ could be possible but the eastern Mediterranean
amphorae prove connections with the Mediterranean also in the 6 century.

Due to considerable rareness of imports from the Mediterranean area on sites in the
interior it was assumed that these examples were no longer a result of organised trade, but rather
with the individual transfer of certain objects, possibly on special occasions”.

74 CIGLENECKI 2011, 287.

7> MACKENSEN 1992, 245-251.

76 LADSTATTER 2003, 836-837.

77 KOROSEC 1997, 338; VIDRIH PERKO 1994, 271, note 4.
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Nevertheless, a significant number and the variety of amphorae also in the interior seem
to indicate the existence of to some extent organised supply’®. In the discussed area late Aegean
amphorae frequently appear at settlements with the distinctly military function, such as Duel,
Crnomelj, Kranj. On the other hand, there is the settlement of Korinjski hrib which shows a
typically military character and has been researched to a great extent yet imports there are very
rare. Yet again, not very distant but less researched settlement at Krizna gora shows a significant
abundance of Aegean amphorae.

It is possible that the supply was at least to a certain extent the concern of the Church.
In the Late Antiquity the Church organization increasingly cared for the production of food,
the production of amphorae, and trade with these items™. Especially certain types of amphorae
(LRA 1 due to frequent inscriptions with Christian motives, LRA 3 due to their small volume)
are connected to the supply for the needs of the Church.

Here we must ask ourselves whether the goods brought here with the aid of the Church
network were at the settlements also used primarily for the liturgical purposes or some of them
reached the “open market”.

All things considered, it seems that the connections between Aegea and the south-
eastern Alps existed still in the 6™ century and along the north Adriatic coast until the mid-7*
century. These connections are definitively terminated with the Slavic settlement when with the
new inhabitants, among other things, also the diet has been changed and while, simultaneously,
the last organised institution — the Church — collapses®.
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1 Zuglio / IULIUM CARNICUM

2 Invillino

3 Gemona

4 Tonovcov grad

5 Castelraimondo

6 Ossopo

7 Artegna

8 Nimis

9 Attimis
10 Cividale / FORUM IULII
11 Udine
12 Castellazo
13 Vrtovin
14 Ajdovsc¢ina / CASTRA
15 Stanjel
16 Hrusica / AD PIRUM
17 Predjama
18 Krizna gora

19 Odrezo

20 Marano

21 AQUILEIA

22 Grado

23 Trieste / TERGESTE
24 Skolarice

25 Acijev spodmol

26 Podmol

27 Rodik

28 Predloka

29 Koper

30 Piran

31 Fizine

32 Savudrija

33 Pula/POLA

34 Rijeka / TARSATICA
35 Teurnia

36 Kappele

37 Duel

38 Ulrichsberg

39 Frauenberg

40 Hoischhiigel

41 Kathreinkogel

42 Hemmaberg

43 Ajdna

44 Baselj

45 Kranj / CARNIUM
46 Pustal

47 Menge$

48 Sveta gora v Zasavju
49 Polhov Gradec

50 Ljubljana / EMONA
51 Sv. Lambert

52 Korinjski hrib

53 Sv. Radegunda

54 Celje / CELEIA
55 Brinjeva gora
56 Juri$na vas

57 Ptuj / POETOVIO
58 Zbelovska gora
59 Rifnik

60 Vipota

61 Tinje

62 Prapretno

63 Vranje

64 Svete gore

65 Kuzelin

66 Velika Strmica
67 Velike Malence
68 Zidani Gaber
69 Kucar

70 Crnomelj

PL 1. Map of Eastern Alpine and Northern Adriatic area in Late Antiquity.
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1 Zuglio / TULIUM CARNICUM 19 Odrezo 37 Duel 54 Celje / CELEIA
2 Invillino 20 Marano 38 Ulrichsberg 55 Brinjeva gora
3 Gemona 21 AQUILEIA 39 Frauenberg 56 Jurisna vas
4 Tonovcov grad 22 Grado 40 Hoischhiigel 57 Ptuj / POETOVIO
5 Castelraimondo 23 Trieste / TERGESTE 41 Kathreinkogel 58 Zbelovska gora
6 Ossopo 24 Skolarice 42 Hemmaberg 59 Rifnik
7 Artegna 25 Acijev spodmol 43 Ajdna 60 Vipota
8 Nimis 26 Podmol 44 Baselj 61 Tinje
9 Attimis 27 Rodik 45 Kranj / CARNIUM 62 Prapretno
10 Cividale / FORUM IULII 28 Predloka 46 Pustal 63 Vranje
11 Udine 29 Koper 47 Menges 64 Svete gore
12 Castellazo 30 Piran 48 Sveta gora v Zasavju 65 Kuzelin
13 Vrtovin 31 Fizine 49 Polhov Gradec 66 Velika Strmica
14 Ajdovscina / CASTRA 32 Savudrija 50 Ljubljana / EMONA 67 Velike Malence
15 Stanjel 33 Pula/POLA 51 Sv. Lambert 68 Zidani Gaber
16 Hrusica / AD PIRUM 34 Rijeka / TARSATICA 52 Korinjski hrib 69 Kucar
17 Predjama 35 Teurnia 53 Sv. Radegunda 70 Crnomelj
18 Krizna gora 36 Kappele

Zvezdana Modrijan

Pl 2. Representation of Aegean amphorae in Eastern Alpine and Northern Adriatic area.
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PL 3. Tonovcov grad, selection of amphorae. After Modrijan 2011. Scale=1:3.
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Pl 4. 1-3: Tonovcov grad, selection of amphorae. After Modrijan 2011; 4-7: Krizna gora, selection of
amphorae. Scale=1:3.
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PL 5. 1-6: Krizna gora, selection of amphorae; 7—11: Korinjski hrib, selection of amphorae. Scale=1:3.
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